
October 5, 2016

The Most Reverend and Right Honourable the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury
Lambeth Palace, London, 
SE1 7JU

Your Grace,

On September 17, 2016, the Diocese of Toronto voted on a slate of episcopal candidates that included a
candidate in an active same sex relationship.

We write to protest the election itself and to dissent publicly from the diocesan and provincial
concurrence with its results.

We hold that the election is out of order insofar as its slate included a candidate whose lifestyle is
contrary to the teaching of the historic and universal church on chastity and marriage, and contrary to the
present doctrine and discipline of the Anglican Church of Canada. According to the Constitution and
Canons governing episcopal elections this candidate is, therefore, not duly qualified for the office of
bishop and the election as a whole was irregular.

We protested in writing to the Nominations Committee, Chancellor and Archbishop of Toronto before
the electoral Synod. We protested publicly on the floor of Synod before the election began. We protested
again after the Synod, asking the House of Bishops of the Ecclesiastical Province of Ontario to withhold
concurrence (letter attached). In every case the explanation offered was inadequate and the protest was
dismissed.

We note that the Marriage Canon of the Anglican Church of Canada, which understands Christian
marriage to be between one man and one  
woman, still stands.  We wish to uphold it in our lives, in our teaching and in our churches.  These
developments create an unconscionable situation for many of the clergy and people.

Therefore we register our dissent and ask for your intervention.  We ask for your prayers and the prayers
of the wider Communion as we seek to move forward faithfully.

Yours, in Christ,

The Rev’d Canon Dr. Murray Henderson
The Rev’d Canon Dr. Dean Mercer
The Rev’d Dr. Catherine Sider-Hamilton
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