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In September, 36 Christians from around the world, ages 20-35, became the first members of the Community of St. Anselm, the
Archbishop of Canterbury’s “unique experiment” of opening up Lambeth Palace to young adults who will live, pray, study and
serve together for a year. Here, a few of the participants get their pose on after a commissioning service.

Commission offers rationale for same-sex marriage
Tali Folkins
staff writer

The church may want to look at samesex marriages as partaking “in the same
covenant” as heterosexual unions, but “on
somewhat different terms,” and possibly
involving alternate liturgies, recommends
the report of the Commission on the
Marriage Canon, released September 22
(http://bit.ly/1ivbKrq).
Just as the New Testament describes

“

The church will still have to
discern whether this is God’s will
for the church.
— ‘This Holy Estate,’ the report of the
Commission on the Marriage Canon of the
Anglican Church of Canada

in Toronto, to receive the report.
“We’re suggesting this might be the
more accurate, faithful and biblical way
of thinking about what might be happening in the church today,” said commission member Canon Paul Jennings, who
explained the report’s section dealing with
models for same-sex marriage. “That is, it’s
not a question of us redefining marriage
in the abstract to be more inclusive and
See Same, p. 6

Arctic diocese aims for ‘Freedom 2015’

Syrian boy’s photo
spurs donations

By Art Babych

Tali Folkins
staff writer

The dramatic spike in donations for
Syrian refugees this fall has left some
officials at Canadians aid groups with
mixed feelings—on the one hand,
moved by the sudden outpouring
of compassion they’ve seen, and on
the other, mindful of the fundraising
challenges that have faced them for
most of Syria’s four-year civil war.
There seems little doubt about the
cause of the increase: the publication,
starting on September 2, of a photograph of three-year-old refugee Alan

the Gentiles in the early church as drawn
into the people of Israel’s covenant with
God, but not required to observe Jewish
tradition, so might the Anglican Church
of Canada understand same-sex couples
as drawn into the same covenant as
heterosexual couples, but in a new way,
commission member Stephen Martin told
members of the Council of General Synod
(CoGS), who gathered for a special session
September 22-23 at St. Paul’s Bloor Street,

thomas koch

/ shutterstock.com

Syrian refugees protest erection of
fence barring their entry into Turkey.

Kurdi lying dead on a Turkish beach.
“It was just after that that we were
inundated with phone calls…It was
just unbelievable,” said Fikre Tsehai,
manager of Canadian Lutheran World
See Alan, p. 8

The Anglican diocese of the Arctic is hoping
that by the end of this year it will be free
from its decade-old debt for the rebuilding
of St. Jude’s Cathedral in Iqaluit, Nunavut.
But for “Freedom 2015” to become a reality, the diocese needs $723,000 by the end
of 2015 to clear off the $10.3 million debt
incurred following the destruction by arson
of the iconic igloo-shaped St. Jude’s.
To help the northern diocese pay off the
debt, the Anglican Church Women (ACW)
of the diocese of Ottawa hosted another of
its several fundraising events in support of
St. Jude’s on September 20, at St. Stephen’s
Church, drawing about 100 people.
The event coincided with a visit from the
suffragan (assistant) bishop of the Arctic
diocese, Darren McCartney, who is based

photo: wikimedia commons

St. Jude’s Cathedral was destroyed by
arson in 2005 and rebuilt in 2012.

in Iqaluit. He was in Ottawa to attend the
ordination to the priesthood on September
21 of Deacon Aigah Attagutsiak, an Inuk
who serves both Inuktitut and English congregations at St. Margaret’s Anglican Church
See Arctic, p. 12
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Welby calls for primates’ meeting in 2016

WORLD4

André Forget
staff writer

“

A 21stcentury
Anglican
family must
have space
for deep
disagreement,
and even
mutual
criticism.
— Archbishop of
Canterbury Justin
Welby

Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby has
invited the 37 primates (senior archbishops)
of the Anglican Communion to a face-toface meeting in Canterbury in January 2016.
A September 16 press statement by
Lambeth Palace said that the meeting would
be an opportunity for a “review of the
structures of the Anglican Communion.” It
quoted Welby as saying that he has suggested that primates “need to consider recent
developments but also look afresh at our
ways of working as a Communion.”
The press statement has caused some
controversy. The Guardian ran an article
under the headline, “Archbishop of Canterbury urges breakup of divided Anglican
Communion,” to which Lambeth Palace
responded—on Twitter—by tweeting, “Just
to clarify, the Archbishop of Canterbury
is NOT planning to break up the Anglican Communion.” The headline was later
changed.
The Guardian reported that the archbishop would propose that the worldwide
grouping be reorganized “as a group of
churches that are all linked to Canterbury
but no longer necessarily to each other.” It
quoted an unnamed Lambeth Palace source
as saying the proposal would allow Welby
to maintain relations with both liberal and
conservative churches in the Communion,
which have been deeply divided over the
issue of human sexuality.
Fuelling the controversy was an
invitation extended by Welby to Archbishop
Foley Beach, head bishop of the Anglican
Church in North America (ACNA), to be
present for part of the meeting. ACNA is
composed of clergy and congregations
that have left the Anglican Church of
Canada and The Episcopal Church over
the blessing of same-sex unions by some
dioceses in Canada, and the election of
bishops in same-sex relationships in the
U.S. The creation of ACNA, which has its
own episcopacy, has led to a complicated
situation where it is considered fully
Anglican by some provinces in the
Communion, but is not in communion
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with Canterbury—one of the traditional
requirements of Anglicanism.
In the statement, Welby acknowledged
that “we each live in a different context” and
that “the difference between our societies
and cultures, as well as the speed of cultural
change in much of the global north, tempts
us to divide as Christians.” But he pressed
for unity, saying, “A 21st-century Anglican
family must have space for deep disagreement, and even mutual criticism. We have
no Anglican Pope. Our authority as a
church is dispersed, and is ultimately found
in Scripture, properly interpreted.”
Welby expressed the hope that the meeting will enable the Communion “to set a
course which permits us to focus on serving
and loving each other, and above all on the
proclamation of the good news of Jesus
Christ.”
In an interview with the Anglican Journal, Archbishop Fred Hiltz, primate of the
Anglican Church of Canada, said the invitation was “not a surprise,” nor was Welby’s
stated desire to review the structures of the
Communion. “He’s been quite open about
that from early on.”
When it came to his own thoughts on
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of Canterbury
Justin Welby: The
meeting will be
an opportunity
“for a review of
the structures
of the Anglican
Communion.”
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what a review of the structures should involve, Hiltz sounded a note of caution. “My
hope would be that we don’t just come at a
conversation like that from the point of view
of saying, ‘nothing’s working and everything
needs to be fixed or made new.’ Because I,
for one, don’t believe everything is broken,”
Hiltz said. He pointed to the Anglican Consultative Council (ACC) as an example of a
“pretty healthy” instrument of communion.
Regarding Beach’s participation in the
meeting, Hiltz noted that membership in
the Anglican Communion is a process overseen by the ACC, and stressed that Beach’s
participation does not mean ACNA is a part
of the Anglican Communion.
“I think considerable care has been taken
with regard to how Archbishop Foley will
be present,” Hiltz said. “My understanding
is that he will be present for some time in
conversation with the primates in advance
of the formal meeting…The provision that
Archbishop Justin has made, I know…
comes out of his passion for and hope of
reconciliation.”
Invitations have been sent, but how many
primates will come? “I’m hopeful everybody will come, but my honest answer is it
remains to be seen,” said Hiltz, adding that
he does not feel his hope is unfounded. “I
think the fact that everybody showed up for
[Welby’s] installation two years ago was a
really good sign.”
The meeting, the first to be hosted by
Welby since he was enthroned in 2013,
will also give primates a chance to “decide
together their approach to the next Lambeth Conference,” said the press release.
The conference, which is an opportunity
for the world’s Anglican bishops to discuss
and make decisions about issues facing the
Communion, is usually held every 10 years.
The last conference was held in Canterbury
in 2008.
The primates last met at the Emmaus
Centre in Dublin in 2011, a gathering attended by 23 primates.
Seven boycotted the meeting over concerns about the Anglican Church of Canada
and The Episcopal Church’s acceptance of
same-sex blessings in some jurisdictions. g
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ON MENTAL
HEALTH AND
SPIRITUALITY4

Out of the shadows and into the light
Tali Fokins
staff writer
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A short booklist
The amount of
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is vast, and the
following list is
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sampling, suggested
by some of the
authorities cited in
our article, of what’s
available.
ON MENTAL
HEALTH AND
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• Lyn Klug, ed.,
All Will Be Well:
A Gathering of
Healing Prayers
• Gerald G.
May, Addiction
and Grace: Love
and Spirituality
in the Healing of
Addictions
• Kathleen Norris,
Acedia & Me: A
Marriage, Monks,
and a Writer’s Life
• Parker J. Palmer, A
Hidden Wholeness:
The Journey Toward
an Undivided Life
• Richard
Rohr, Falling
Upward: A
Spirituality for
the Two Halves
of Life; Breathing
Under Water:
Spirituality
and the Twelve
Steps; Simplicity:
The Freedom of
Letting Go
• Ron Rolheiser, The
Holy Longing:
The Search for
a Christian
Spirituality; Sacred
Fire: A Vision for a
Deeper Human and
Christian Maturity
• Ann Weems,
Psalms of Lament
ON COPING
GENERALLY

• TED talks by
Brené Brown;
books, including
The Power of
Vulnerability:
Teachings on
Authenticity,
Connection and
Courage
• The Book of Job,
especially the
dialogue with his
friends and God’s
response
• The Psalms,
especially those of
lament

OON AFTER THE Rev. Claire
Miller arrived at her new parish
of St. Thomas Anglican Church in
Owen Sound, Ont., she complained
to a parishioner about feeling drained.
Now, years later, she still remembers his
response.
“He said, ‘But you’re holy. You’re closer
to God. You shouldn’t be feeling these
things.’ ”
If only he knew. For most of her life,
Miller says, she has struggled with anxiety
and, in her words, “times of deep clinical
depression.” Medication has helped her a
lot, she says. So has prayer—especially in
the form of singing hymns or writing a
journal to God.
Every 10 years or so, however, the drug
she’s using fails to be effective anymore,
and she needs to switch to something
new. The adjustment can take two or three
months, she says—and put her in places
that don’t seem particularly holy.
“There are times that I wonder where
God is in this, especially when it goes on
too long and I’m thinking I should be feeling better,” she says. “When you’re in the
depths of it, that often happens.”
Miller is definitely not alone. To many
people of faith struggling with mental
health problems, religion can at times
seem like a double-edged sword, suggests
Sr. Dorothy Heiderscheit, chief executive
officer of Southdown Institute, a psychological treatment facility for clerics outside
Toronto. It can be a priceless font of hope
and healing, but also a source of particular
challenges—putting pressure on clerics, for
example, to be almost immune to normal
fluctuations of mood.
“We expect them to be a perfect model
just short of being God or Jesus Christ,” she
says.
For many believers, too, the notion that
one can simply pray one’s way through
mental distress leads to a form of prayer
that is both a “masquerade” of real piety
and a barrier to seeking help, says Canon
Megan Collings-Moore, chaplain at Renison University College, at the University of
Waterloo.
“Because the prayer is masquerading
as religious language, it’s harder for them
to then move to the point where they say,
‘actually, maybe I should get some help;
maybe I should see somebody about that,’”
she says.
Or mental illness can even be seen as a
sign of sin; the hopelessness of depression
necessarily means a lack of faith.
Religion often seems like a blessing to
Melanie Delva, archivist at the diocese of
New Westminster in Vancouver. Formally
diagnosed with recurrent major depressive
disorder in 2007, as well as post-traumatic
stress disorder and anxiety disorder, Delva
says she has suffered the symptoms of
mental illness since around 1995, when she
was a teenager. Medication helps her, Delva
says, but faith is even more important
in helping her cope and grow with her
challenges.
“Medication can keep me on the rails to
a certain extent, but faith animating life—
there’s no medication that can animate life
for you,” she says.
“In my own struggle with mental illness,
there has been surviving and there has
been living...I can go through the motions.
I can get up and go to work. But that’s not
living. The times when I have been able to

To many
people of faith
struggling
with mental
health
problems,
religion can at
times seem like
a double-edged
sword. It can
be a priceless
font of hope
and healing, but
also a source of
challenges.
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5“I find that being able to move into my brokenness in a really
intentional way actually helps me,” says Melanie Delva.

5The Rev. Claire

Miller, who has
struggled with
anxiety and
clinical depression,
says there have
been moments
when she
wondered “where
God is in this.”
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live have been times
when I have been
able to integrate my
faith into my survival so that survival
becomes life.”
For Delva,
this could mean
anything from
seeing a dandelion
growing out from
under a dumpster as
somehow a miracle
of God, or reflecting on Lent to discern
meaning in suffering.
“I find that being able to move into my
brokenness in a really intentional way actually helps me,” she says. “Lent...helps me to
move through my depression, to be able to
actually name the brokenness.”
It wasn’t always this way. Delva was
raised in a church in which, she says, she
was made to feel ashamed about the symptoms of her mental illness. She was told
that her depression was the punishment of
God for sins perpetrated by her ancestors
of the third and fourth generation.
Members of that church, she says, saw
her feelings of hopelessness as “me refusing
to see the goodness of God in my life, me
being selfish...it was my sin, the sin of my
family” and suggested that she ought to
deal with her despair by, essentially, praying harder.
The advice was intended to help her, she
says. But it just made her feel worse.
“I took the messages that people were
giving me as...‘this is God’s people speaking God’s word into my life.’ So I saw it as:
God is ashamed of me. God is angry at me.
God thinks I need to clean up my act.”
Eventually, she felt that God hated her
and had abandoned her.
“It absolutely damaged my faith,” she
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says. “So if I didn’t have that, what hope is
there to animate my life? And if I lose my
connection to faith and to God, there is
nothing to animate hope anymore. So there
isn’t anything to get up for in the morning.
“The impact goes both ways. It can turn
my life into something that’s worth living
and it can turn my life into something
that’s not.”
Delva says that when she rejected the
teachings of her family’s church, it ostracized her as one of the “lost,” and as a
result, she no longer has any contact with
her family.
Delva traces these teachings of her
family’s church’s to what she says was its
radical evangelical strain. Some evidence
suggests there may be a connection
between evangelical Christianity and the
notion that one can simply pray one’s way
through mental illness. Nearly half—
48%—of evangelical respondents to a 2013
survey said they believed prayer alone
could overcome serious mental illness
such as depression, bipolar disorder and
schizophrenia, compared to 27% of nonevangelical respondents.
If this view is more prevalent among
evangelicals, it seems that at least some
of them worry about its effects. The 2013
survey was conducted by a U.S. evangelical
research firm, LifeWay Research, whose
president, Ed Stetzer, said he was
concerned by its findings. In an interview
with The Guardian, Stetzer said the survey
showed churches need to work harder at
understanding mental illness.
“You have to distinguish between
character change and mental illness, and I
think that’s sometimes hard for people to
do,” he said.
For her part, Collings-Moore says she
sees this kind of belief in Christians of all
stripes. “I would say there’s a huge base
of Christianity that [believes that] if you
believe, you’ll always be assured that God
is with you and you’ll always feel that,”
she says. It’s akin, she says, to the notion
that nothing bad will ever happen to us if
we have enough faith—a belief she calls
“the total opposite, actually, of the gospel
[teaching].
“If that was the truth, then Jesus doesn’t
end up on the cross, so clearly that’s not
actually what we proclaim!” she says.
Trying to cope with mental illness
through prayer alone can be especially
dangerous if the illness is long-term.
“Pushing through or just keeping going
regardless is disastrous for chronic health
issues, and a lot of mental health stuff is
chronic,” Collings-Moore says.
Perhaps it’s not surprising that mental
illness can pose special problems to people
of faith, given the often problematic relationship that psychology and religion have
had with one another—think, for example,
of Sigmund Freud’s view of religion as a
kind of psychiatric problem.
Today, however, many people most
concerned with faith and mental illness—Christians grappling with mental
challenges, psychological professionals
and spiritual counsellors—say that the
landscape is changing. g
In the next part of this series, the
Anglican Journal will look at how a
shifting understanding of the relationship
between faith and psychology is helping
mentally-ill Christians both cope with
their condition and grow spiritually.
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Now is the time for honest engagement
Marites N. Sison

I

editor

T’S NOT A foregone conclusion. As
much as those in some quarters
would have everyone believe, there’s
no telling how the 2016 General Synod will
act on a motion to change the church’s law
so that clergy can marry same-sex couples.
The answer will come in about nine
months, when the church’s governing body
gathers for its triennial meeting in Toronto.
But right now, there’s work to be done, if the
church hopes to arrive at a faithful and principled decision about this weighty matter.
In 2013, General Synod passed Resolution C003, which asked Council of
General Synod (CoGS) to draft a motion
“to change Canon XXI on marriage to
allow the marriage of same-sex couples
in the same way as opposite-sex couples.”
It also asked for supporting documentation that: demonstrates broad consultation about the motion; explains how this
motion does not contravene the Solemn
Declaration; confirms immunity under
civil law and the Human Rights Code for
bishops, dioceses and priests who refuse
to participate or authorize the marriage of
same-sex couples on the basis on conscience; and provides a biblical and theological rationale for this change in teaching
on the nature of Christian marriage.
CoGS, in January 2014, established the
Commission on the Marriage Canon to
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editing.

“

In the
face of what
is bound to be
a momentous
decision in
2016, now is
not the time
to bury one’s
head in the
sand.

Anglican Church of Canada, acknowledged
that it would be a challenge to ensure that
delegates, when they arrive at General
Synod, will have read the report so that they
can join discussions in an informed and
meaningful way. And, one might add, so they
can vote confidently and independently.
A lot will depend, Hiltz said, on bishops
making sure that everyone has done their
homework. In the end, however, the onus
should be on delegates to whom dioceses
and provinces have conferred their trust.
The report—available online at the
church’s website, anglican.ca—is also there
for every Anglican in the pew to consider
and explore, no matter which side they’re on.
Anticipating the need for guidance in
understanding the report, the commission
has prepared a summary of its work in a
question-and-answer format, as well as a
study guide for individuals and groups.
The guide includes prayers and thoughtful
questions designed to facilitate personal
reflection and serious discourse on various
sections of the report.
It is now up to individual Anglicans, parishes and General Synod delegates to take
advantage of this resource. In the face of
what is bound to be a momentous decision
in 2016, now is not the time to bury one’s
head in the sand. Now is the time for honest
engagement. g
email: editor@anglicanjournal.com

Divergent views on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
Two letters in the September 2015 issue of
the Anglican Journal miss the mark in regard to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict (One
rule for readers and another for contributors?
by John Dalton and One-sided by M.C.
Barnard, p. 4).
In his June 2015 article (Christian Zionism a ‘heresy,’ says Anglican priest), Neale
Adams was simply naming Christian Zionism for what it is, a pernicious heresy. This
is not name-calling, as Dalton asserts, but
simple naming; it’s the term you would use
if searching the subject via Google.
Barnard’s letter repeats the tired refrains
offered by the Israeli government and Zionists in general, that Israel is the innocent
victim and Palesti-nians the offending
terrorists.
While calling Cheryl-Ann Archibald’s
letter (Anti-Zionism doesn’t mean antiSemitism, Jan. 2015, p. 5) one-sided, it then
itself gives a one-sided (Israeli government) view of the situation.
Barnard chides Archibald for neglecting
to mention various crimes of the
Palestiians, and then neglects to mention
various crimes of the Israelis, such as the
ethnic cleansing of 750,000 Palestinians

in 1947-48, the building in Palestine of
settlements illegal by international law and
now housing some 600,000 Israelis, the
destruction of thousands of ancient olive
trees, and so on.
As for the two-state solution, far from
being “the only way to resolve this situation,” most commentators regard it as a
political dead duck. The weight of current
opinion has shifted from a two-state model
to a one-state model of some kind—perhaps a federation or the use of overlapping
electorates. In my view, the Israelis and
Palestinians, both, as populations suffering
from PTSD, are manifestly incapable of
finding a resolution.
Only when international pressure is
exerted to a sufficient degree is any resolution likely.
Donald Grayston
Vancouver

Congratulations on publishing letters
(Sept. 2015, p. 4, One rule for readers and
another for contributors? and One-sided)
that dared to criticize the lack of balance
displayed in an article and a previous letter
about Zionism.
An anti-Israel bias makes one ashamed
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assist in this task.
On Sept. 22, 2015,
the commission submitted a 65-page report, which includes
recommended wording for the motion
that will go before
the 2016 General
Synod, as well as the
conscience clause
image: yienkeat/shutterstock
that would allow
dioceses and clergy to opt out of authorizing or officiating same-sex weddings. It also
prepared the supporting documentation
that would demonstrate “how such a change
in the church’s traditional teaching on
Christian marriage could be understood to
be scripturally and theologically coherent.”
(See related stories, pages 1 and 7.)
Not surprisingly, there were mixed reactions to the report. Several CoGS members
described it as “deep, clear and respectful [of diverse opinions].” Elsewhere, the
ink had barely dried on the report when
critics dismissed it, some declaring they
won’t even bother reading it. Others simply
regurgitated well-worn opinions on sexuality instead of examining the report in its
entirety. Such insouciance is unhelpful and
disrespectful of the discernment process
that has been put in place to address this
difficult issue.
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, primate of the
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to be the recipient of a publication that
accepts these submissions. It’s worse when
one realizes the aim of such authors is to
bamboozle Christians while using their
very own Christian publications.
Facts, as well as kindred faiths, encourage support for Israel. M.C. Barnard ably
presented many Israeli facts: their historic habitation in the area, Israel’s legal
establishment followed immediately by
an attack from Arab nations, the continuing rocket and bomb attacks and calls for
Israel’s destruction.
We have, in addition, the primary fact of
the extermination of six million European
Jews during the Holocaust.
There are, as well, the facts of the long
negotiation history of Palestinian refusals
to accept two-state/peace plans and our
own history of sharing Israel’s standards of
democracy and human rights. To recognize Jewish habitation in early Palestine,
archaeologists in Israel continue to substantiate their ancient history.
We need to search out and present facts
in order to balance what is published with
an anti-Israel bias all too often.
Doris Leland
Kitchener, Ont.
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COME
AND SEE4

By Fred J. Hiltz

I

By Mark MacDonald
AST MONTH, THIS column spoke of
the institutional church’s captivity
to the mindset of Western culture. We
called it a kind of “hypnotism” whereby many of
the assumptions of Christian faith were blunted
or obscured by the powerful counterpoint
of Western ideas. This is not to say that there
weren’t many points of mutual agreement and
benefit in this exchange. There were, however,
many aspects of this mutuality that may be seen
as negative, as in the way churches played an
animating role in colonization.
Today, a spiritual resilience in the churches,
from Pentecostals to the Pope, is leading many
to rethink major elements of the institutional
ethos and practice of the past few centuries.
We might call this a kind of “waking up,” a
rediscovery of truth and new life in ancient
paths. As we wake up, I would like to make a
few suggestions for a conversation of renewal.
Though far from perfect and much less than
exhaustive, here are the elements that I believe
should be a part of our theological agenda. If
we move toward them, these would preclude
the kind of practice that led to the churches’
part in colonialism:

reflects the hope of the Psalmist:
“We will recount to generations to come
the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord,
and the wonderful works he has done…
“That the generations to come might know,
and the children yet unborn;
that they in turn might tell it to their
children.”
(Psalm 78: 4,6)
Might his view of looking back, around
and ahead become our view of the communion of saints in all its fullness. g
Archbishop Fred Hiltz is primate of the
Anglican Church of Canada.

From just war to active non-violence.
As a church of worldly power, we compromised
with power and formed alliances that directly
contradict the active non-violence of Jesus.
More than just practising pacifism, we are asked
to walk the extra mile of resistance to confront
evil with the power and truth of the one true
God. This will often place us on the other side
of the cozy relationships we have had with
worldly power.
From the culture of money to non-possession. The early church practised non-possession, its members sometimes sharing with each
other in common, but more often, practising
an ethic of non-possession. We are trustees of
God’s wealth and we are called to live this long
abandoned ethic—sharing with each other,
generous to those in need and grateful for God’s
abundance.
From the dominion of creation to the eucharistic life. Western attitudes to the environment
are often, at a practical level and in effect, a denial of doctrine of creation. The gospel asks us
to embrace a eucharistic acceptance of the gift
of creation; we use only what we need, respect-

ing and acknowledging the interdependence
that is the vestige of the Triune God’s creating
presence in our universe.
From flirtation with wealth to life among
the poor and marginalized. Jesus said in
Matthew 25 that we would meet him in the
poor, the imprisoned and the abandoned.
Our institutional life, even the placement and
direction of our ministries, should follow this
priority. This would, at minimum, impact where
we place our congregations and how we house
them.
From institutional membership to communion. Churches in Christendom were a vital organization, but later they became institutions of
the larger culture. Can we become—in practical
impact as well as in our theological theory—
members, one of another? This desire, so urgent
in our young people, would simultaneously
make us less like members of an organization
and more like family, living together in communities of moral imagination—rethinking our
lives in light of the gospel. g
Bishop Mark MacDonald is national Indigenous
bishop of the Anglican Church of Canada.

‘Jesus must weep at our lack of Christian charity and inclusiveness’
How unutterably sad this story is (Roman
Catholics weigh in on marriage canon,
Sept. 2015, p. 6). Every argument presented
here against changing the Anglican church
marriage canon echoes the long-dead
protests against ordaining women clergy.
Jesus must weep at our lack of Christian
charity and inclusiveness. We can and must
do better than this.
Jean Gower

Kingston, Ont.

Surprised and disappointed

image: vectors.1/shutterstock

peter hermes furian/
shutterstock

saints, we so often find ourselves looking
back, albeit with much gratitude for all
those who have been chosen vessels of
God’s grace at work in the world. While
I honour that view, I often find myself
wondering if that is our Lord’s view. While
I imagine him looking around at all his
saints who now rest in his presence, I see
him looking ahead, anticipating the next
wave of his faithful followers. Rejoicing
in all those who embraced his gospel
and became ambassadors of his love for
the world’s healing and transformation,
his gaze shifts from time to time to the
future and to all who, in their respective
generations, will become lights in the
world. It seems to me this view of “the
blessed company of all faithful people”

Our agenda, as we wake up

L
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His view
HAVE ALWAYS LOOKED forward
to the festival of All Saints. It is a
culmination of all those days when we
remember, with thanksgiving, the work
and witness of particular saints and
the lives and labours of holy men
and women throughout the ages. They
include family and friends and colleagues
and mentors and spiritual companions.
In this wonderful festival we are mindful of how we are compassed about—that
is, surrounded and inspired by their
examples. In that great company, too, are
those who have been near and dear to us
and who have great influence in shaping
our own call to lifelong discipleship.
In our view of the communion of

WALKING
TOGETHER4
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The Anglican Church of Canada’s
Compassion, Justice, and Reason: An
Approach to Election 2015 contains excellent
recommendations prefaced by [the view
that] “Anglican long-standing commitment
to reason helps us hold opposing views in
creative tension, finding the common good
through prayerful discernment.”
However, I am surprised and
disappointed there is no mention of
discussing candidates’ views on physicianassisted death and abortion. Both the guide

available from the Canadian Council of
Churches, Federal Election Resource 2015,
and the one from the Episcopal Commission
for Justice and Peace of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2015 Federal
Election Guide, mention euthanasia.
Should not views on such subjects also
be considered in an Anglican guide as
respecting “the dignity of every human
being” (Baptismal Covenant) as taught
throughout Christianity and indeed most
other religions?
Brian Harvey

Gloucester, Ont.

Quiet acts of evangelism
It’s always interesting to be on the receiving
end of someone else’s effort to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ (Random acts
of evangelism, anglicanjournal.com, Sept. 2,
2015). Sometimes it’s frustrating, because old
wounds and hurts are reopened.
But sometimes there’s real excitement to
participate in a happenstance way with the
bearer.

Purposeful acts of evangelism by
Anglicans do happen. I do the quiet stuff,
like leaving tracts on bus seats or recycling
a Christian mission agency magazine at
the cafeteria at work. Sometimes I leave a
magazine-style New Testament in the gym’s
free magazine rack.
image: eatcute/shutterstock
It’s easier to share my faith within a
community event set up by the church.
Sadly, I’ve been to various church events,
typically a yard sale, and there’s no
effort at linking
the fundraising
Corrections
with an outreach
component. Table
Canon Christyn Perkons was
workers should offer
identified as the Rev. Christyn
a bit of spiritual
Perkons in the caption of a photo
conversation that
accompanying the article, Diocesan
can move people
leaders cautiously optimistic about
along the road
the future, Oct. 2015, p. 8. The same
toward Jesus. And
caption misspelled the last name of
it’s easy to get a few
Joanna Beck (not Becks) and should
Bibles from the Bible
have included an apostrophe in the
Society to give away.
name, Christ Church’s Cathedral in
Brian Johnson
Hamilton, Ont. g
Comment from the web
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Same-sex marriage ‘theologically possible’
Continued from p. 1

thereby imply, I don’t know what—that
the previous understanding of marriage was wrong. But, it may be simply
that God is calling
same-sex couples
into marriage and
FOCUS:
thereby broadening
SAME-SEX
and enriching the
MARRIAGE
institution without
denying its previous meanings.”
Jennings added: “Maybe God is intending to graft gay Christians into the institution of Christian marriage, sharing its root
meaning, yet on somewhat different terms.”
This conception of same-sex marriage,
the 65-page report said, would involve
revising the canon using gender-neutral
language, and probably also new liturgies
for same-sex couples that would “share the
same core vows” as liturgies for heterosexual couples.
The commission cautioned that the
model the report was proposing was a recphoto: andré forget
ommendation only. “This argument is not
Marriage canon commission members present their report during a special session of Council of General Synod (L to R): Stephen Martin,
an attempt to prove something, to prove
Canon Paul Jennings, Bishop Linda Nicholls, Patricia Bays, the Rev. Paul Friesen and Archbishop John Privett.
that this is the way to go forward,” said Jennings. “We are offering a rationale—that is,
counts in the Book of Genesis, which refer
Considering same-sex unions merely
contravene the Solemn Declaration of
a way of conceiving of it theologically in a
to the goodness of the union of male and
as “blessed partnerships” also has some
1893, which reflects the Anglican Church
way that we’re suggesting might have integfemale, and the creation of new life out of
advantages, the report states. For example,
of Canada’s historic roots in the Church of
rity. But the church will still have to discern
that union, and, on the other, New Testait “runs no risk of redefining traditional
England and its “theological and doctrinal
whether this is God’s will for the church.”
ment descriptions of the church—parheterosexual marriage...No one need fear
heritage.”
It is, he added, one of three “logical
ticularly in Ephesians 5—as the body of
that marriage has changed.” On the other
It noted that when General Synod alpossibilities” being put forward by the
Christ. The latter points to the concept of
hand, the report states, “as a blessing withlowed the remarriage of divorced persons,
commission, and something of a middle
Christian marriage as a way of living out
out vows, this model does not acknowledge
the ordination of women and the recepway between the other two. The other two
the divine command to love one another,
the relationship’s potential to be a place in
tion of holy communion by children prior
possibilities, according to the report, are,
so that the basis of marriage is not procrewhich the couple exercises their vocation
to confirmation, these decisions did not
on the one hand, to see same-sex maration and the union of male and female but
of Christian love by striving to be as Christ
contravene the Solemn Declaration “even
riages as an “undifferentiated” form of
rather its ability to point to Christ’s relato one another in covenanted love.” The
though the Church of
Christian marriage,
tionship to the church as a model of love.
question, said the commission, would be
England had not made
essentially identical to
To say that it is those changes at the
In practical terms, understanding samewhether the church can discern in these
heterosexual marsex
covenants
as
“a
differentiated
form
partnerships “an instance of Christ’s love
time
they
were
impleriages; and, on the
theologically possible to make
of Christian marriage covenant” is also
for the church.”
mented by the Canaother, to see them as
this change is not to say that
“compatible with the revision of the canon
Commissioners took turns in
dian church.”
“blessed partnerships”
the change is theologically
to include same-sex couples (as called for
introducing various sections of the
However, the comrather than covenants
desirable. mission said it is the
in the resolution of the General Synod),”
voluminous report. Bishop Linda Nicholls
before God.
said
the
report.
“It
would
suggest
a
liturgy
introduced the report, the Solemn
prerogative
of
General
The commission
— Marriage canon commission report
that
allows
for
variation
in
the
theologiDeclaration and the conscience clause;
Synod
to
determine
said it arrived at a
cal
background
and
symbolism
between
Patricia Bays discussed the background
whether
the
proposed
change
to
the
conclusion that it is “theologically possameand
opposite-sex
marriages,
while
and terms of reference; Jennings explained
marriage
canon
is
“in
harmony
with
the
sible to extend the marriage canon to
retaining
identical
core
texts,
such
as
the
the biblical and theological rationale for
Solemn
Declaration.”
Among
other
things,
include same-sex couples, without thereby
vows.”
The
draft
resolution
drawn
up
the proposed change in the marriage
General Synod 2016 will “need to discern
diminishing, damaging, or curtailing the
by
the
committee
calls
for,
among
other
canon; the Rev. Paul Friesen introduced
whether this change is sufficiently rooted
rich theological implications of marriage
things, amending the wording of Canon
the theological starting points and
in the ‘same Word of God’ and discern its
as traditionally understood.”
XXI to be genderthe authority of
relationship to ‘all things necessary for
But, it hastened to add, “to say that it is
neutral, substituting
salvation,’ ” said the commission.
theologically possible to make this change
Maybe God is intending to Scripture; Martin
“partners” for “husIt is also up to General Synod to deteris not to say that the change is theologically
graft gay Christians into tackled the authority of
band and wife,” for
Scripture, the definition
mine whether same-sex marriage “is an
desirable.” What the commission sought to
the institution of Christian of marriage and the
example.
area of definition and interpretation of
do was “to show how it may be done—not
marriage. theology of marriage;
Seeing same-sex
doctrine in which it can make change and,
why or even whether it should be done,” it
and heterosexual
if it is, whether it is a change it believes is
said in its report. “These questions require
— Marriage canon commission report and Archbishop John
marriages as
Privett presented the
appropriate.”
more than theological argumentation: they
essentially the same
report’s conclusion.
In its report, the commission also
require an act of corporate discernment.”
has a number of advantages, the report
The commission’s work included a
drafted a motion that includes a provision
The commission offered the biblical and
states, such as simplicity and formal
consultation process, in which it invited
allowing dioceses, bishops and congregatheological rationale for same-sex marequality. However, it continues, simplicity
opinions on the issue. It received a total of
tions to opt out of performing same-sex
riage as part of the tasks it was assigned
may not necessarily be desirable; “with
223 submissions from individuals repremarriages. Along with formulating the
to do when it was formed by CoGS, which
respect to theological understanding,
senting 26 dioceses, two from theological
biblical and theological rationale for allowwas acting on a General Synod 2013 resorichness, complexity, and differentiation
colleges, three from specialists, three from
ing same-sex marriages, the commission
lution to craft a motion that would amend
are desirable traits.” Also, the report states,
full communion and ecumenical partners,
was charged with developing a “conthe church’s Canon XXI on marriage “to
“this model would seem to change to
and six from institutions and organizascience clause,” included in the amendallow the marriage of same-sex couples in
some extent the definition of marriage for
tions. Several submitters argued against
ment, “so that no member of the clergy,
the same way as opposite-sex couples.”
heterosexual couples” by removing “the
allowing same-sex marriages, although
bishop, congregation or diocese should be
The resolution, C003, also asked, among
rich symbolism of heterosexual love from
whether to allow them or not was beyond
constrained to participate in or authorize
other things, that the motion have supthe definition of marriage, leaving the
such marriages against the dictates of their
the commission’s mandate.
porting documentation that “explains how
institution more abstract.”
conscience.”
amending the canon to allow same-sex
The commission dedicated the report
unions does not contravene the Solemn
Commissioners also articulated the
The commission’s view of the middle
to its chair, Canon (lay) Robert Falby, who
Declaration,” the founding document of
view that “it may be that same-sex relaway in understanding same-sex marriage
died in June, prior to the completion of the
the Anglican Church of Canada.
comes close to the end of the report. This
tionships have specific gifts to offer the
report. “His knowledge of the church and
In its report, the commission concluded
reflection is located in what commissionchurch which would not be celebrated if
deep commitment to its life and ministry,
that changing the marriage canon to allow
ers called two “clusters of meaning” around
we tried to fit them into a one-size fits all
born of his many years of prolocutor, were
for same-sex unions does not directly
marriage: on the one hand, creation ac[category].”
gifts to our work,” they said. g
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Council members
react to report
Tali Folkins
staff writer

Council of General Synod (CoGS)
members praised the report of the
Commission on the Marriage Canon,
released in September, as being both
deeply reflective and highly readable—
and are urging fellow church members to
give it their time and attention.
“I was very impressed with the work of
the commission,” said Archdeacon Lynne
McNaughton of the ecclesiastical province
of British Columbia and Yukon. “I can
heartily commend the report [and] say,
‘Please read it.’ ” She described the report
as “concise, fresh, [with a] biblical theological rationale that goes in-depth.”
The Rev. Norm Wesley, the Anglican
Council of Indigenous Peoples (ACIP)
representative to
CoGS, said he was
impressed by how
the commission was
able to distill such a
complex issue into a
relatively short docuWesley
ment. “A lot of prayer
went into that, I’m sure,” he said.
Jennifer Warren, a lay CoGs member
from the ecclesiastical province of Canada, said the report gave her the impression
the commission had given careful consideration to the diverse views of the nearly
250 individuals and groups who had
made submissions
to it. “Every voice
was heard,” she said.
“They did a good
job of reflecting
that.”
This careful listening, Warren said,
Warren
gave her the sense
of a new conciliatory spirit at work in the church. “I feel
like the Spirit is moving people to be open
to other ideas,” she said.
However, National Indigenous Anglican Bishop Mark MacDonald, while
commending the commission for what
he called a careful and well-done report,
faulted it for not including the cultural
perspective of First Nations people. “It’s
still very much a report from the larger
church, which is Western in its orientation,” he said. “Even for people who might
be supportive of the goal, the perspective
is still very much that of the dominant
culture.”
Some members voiced a mixture of
hope and anxiety about General Synod
2016, when the governing body decides
on whether to allow same-sex marriage.
“Both Winnipeg 2010 and Ottawa
2013 were not pleasant, warm, fuzzy
experiences. So I do have some fears
and anxieties,” said
Canon Terry Leer
of the ecclesiastical
province of Rupert’s
Land. “Toronto
2016 will be tough,”
he said, although
he said he also
expected it would
Leer
involve processes
encouraging face-to-face discussion. “It
is very much harder to be angry with
a person than it is to be angry with a
position.” g
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Queries, concerns about opt-out clause
André Forget
staff writer

The special session of Council of General
Synod (CoGS) on September 23 drafted a
resolution to change the marriage canon to
allow for the marriage of same-sex couples,
which will be brought to a vote before General Synod in 2016.
However, members still expressed
concerns about the opt-out clause, which
would allow bishops, clergy, congregations
and dioceses to refuse to solemnize samesex marriages on the basis of conscience.
For some, this was merely a matter of
understanding what this means technically: Archbishop Percy Coffin of the diocese
of Western Newfoundland, who serves
as the metropolitan of the ecclesiastical
province of Canada, noted that many of
the parishes in his jurisdiction are multipoint and could potentially include, within
a single parish, a number of individual
churches that hold differing views on the
issue. “Is it possible to have a multi-point
parish where some congregations decide to
have same-sex marriages, but not others in
the same parish?” he asked.
Lt. Col. the Rev. Marc Torchinsky noted
that as a member of the Anglican military
ordinariate, he is under the discipline
of the bishop ordinary to the Canadian
Forces, but also serves in a particular
diocese—in his case, the diocese of Ottawa.
“If my diocesan bishop says, ‘no, you
cannot,’ and then the Anglican ordinariate
says, ‘yes, you can,’ there’s a conflict there,”
he said.
In response, the chancellor of General
Synod, Canon (lay) David Jones, said that
in a multi-point context the individual
congregations, and not the parish as a
whole, would have the right to make decisions; military chaplains are beholden only
to the bishop of the ordinary.
For his part, Dean Peter Wall, of the
province of Ontario, felt that the conscience clause goes too far. “The drafters
of the resolution were very generous—I
think to a fault—with their interpretation of the word ‘congregation,’ ” he said.
That the Anglican church “has always been

photo: andré forget

Lt. Col. the Rev. Marc Torchinsky, from the Anglican Military Ordinariate of Canada, raises
a question after the marriage canon commission presented its report.
based on synodical and episcopal leadership and direction,” he said, adding that he
is “concerned about congregationalism,”
and the possibility of an individual church
telling its priest whom he or she can or
cannot marry.
Jones explained that the wording of
the resolution was crafted to ensure that
it would answer the requirements placed
before CoGS by the 2013 General Synod
resolution that sparked the creation of the
marriage canon commission.
The resolution, C003, states that the
motion to be brought before General
Synod in 2016 must “include a conscience
clause so that no member of the clergy,
bishop, congregation or diocese should be
constrained to participate in or authorize
such marriages against the dictates of their
conscience.”
Jones allowed that “technically, CoGS
could amend what it’s sending,” but
hastened to add, “what CoGS cannot do
is amend it in a way that is not consistent
with C003.”
However, that did not mean that CoGS
members could not voice their concerns.
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, the primate of
the Anglican Church of Canada, noted that
these are issues that could be referred to the

marriage canon working group. The group
includes the Rev. Karen Egan, representing
the ecclesiastical province of Canada; Bishop John Chapman, representing the ecclesiastical province of Ontario; Don Wilson,
representing the ecclesiastical province of
British Columbia and Yukon; Tannis Webster, representing the ecclesiastical province
of Rupert’s Land; and Bishop Linda Nicholls
of the diocese of Toronto, representing the
marriage canon commission.
Despite these concerns over the conscience clause, the resolution, which is a
draft of the one that will be voted on in
2016, is otherwise fairly straightforward:
it declares that “Canon XXI (On Marriage
in the Church) applies to all persons who
are duly qualified by civil law to enter into
marriage,” and amends the language of
the canon to remove references to “man
and woman” and “husband and wife.” It
presents two additional regulations to be
added to the canon, which would prohibit
same-sex marriage under certain circumstances—for example, if a diocesan synod
should introduce a canon banning it within the diocese, if a bishop has banned it
within his/her diocese or if a congregation
has ruled not to perform such marriages in
their church. g

‘I do not want the church to divide over this’
André Forget
staff writer

Archbishop Fred Hiltz, primate of the
Anglican Church of Canada, said he thinks
the report of the Commission on the
Marriage Canon is a “gift to the church,”
even as he acknowledged the difficulty of
the conversation that will take place when
General Synod votes on same-sex marriage
next July.
“I do not want the church to divide
over this,” he said in an interview with the
Anglican Journal after Council of General
Synod (CoGS) held a special session, on
September 22-23, to receive the report.
While concerns about the church
dividing over same-sex marriage “keep
me awake at night,” Hiltz said, he believes
“there’s enough will and resolve within our
church to have a good, focused, patient
conversation about this.”
He expressed hope that the commission’s report will play an important role in
how that conversation plays out.
Hiltz praised the report for bringing
some much-needed theological analysis to
debates over same-sex marriage.

photo: andré forget

Archbishop Fred Hiltz and Archdeacon
Harry Huskins, General Synod prolocutor

The report offers “both a challenge
and an invitation to go more deeply into
our conversations about same-gendered
relationships,” said Hiltz. “We had a
conversation from the point of view of
human rights, justice, pastoral care, but we
didn’t have [a] deep, biblical, theological
rationale, and that’s what General Synod,
among other things, asked for. “

At the same time, Hiltz said, a lot will
depend on how prepared General Synod
delegates will be in 2016. CoGS needs to
make sure that each delegate has read the
report, he said.  
Hiltz remained apprehensive, however,
as to what impact the decision next summer will have on the Canadian church’s
relationship to the Anglican Communion
worldwide.
“We’ve been advised by the Communion not to pursue [same-sex marriage]
but to continue with the local option [of
blessing already-married same-sex partners],” he said. “I’m mindful of that.”
While Hiltz said he doesn’t expect
everyone to agree with the report’s
arguments for why same-sex marriage is
theologically possible within the Anglican
church, it still presents “an opportunity for
some good and well-informed conversation. I hope people wouldn’t just dismiss it.”
The commission was responding to a
request from General Synod for CoGS to
provide a theological rationale for how
Canon XXI of the Anglican Church of
Canada, which governs marriage, could be
changed to include same-sex couples. g
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REFUGEE
CRISIS4

“

If the
government
wanted to put
the resources
into it, we
could process
refugees more
quickly. The
government is
not willing to
do so.
— Ian McBride,
executive director,
Anglican United
Church Refugee
Agency
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Churches note spike in refugee sponsorships
André Forget
staff writer

The image of the body of three-year-old
Alan Kurdi, a Syrian refugee, washed up on
a Turkish shore, has led many to ask why
more isn’t being done to help vulnerable
refugees.
The answer, according to those actively
engaged in refugee work, is simple: it hasn’t
been a priority.
“If the government wanted to put the
resources into it, we could process refugees
more quickly. The government is not willing to do so,” says Ian McBride, executive
director of the Anglican United Church
Refugee Agency (AURA), an ecumenical
agency that facilitates refugee resettlement.
It is not just the government that is to
blame, says McBride. While AURA constantly receives requests for sponsorhips,
they are limited by what individuals and
parishes are willing to do.
There has been renewed interest following Kurdi’s death. McBride spent the
entire Labour Day weekend responding to
queries about refugee sponsorship.
McBride is aware of how powerful such
instances are, but also how quickly public
attention can shift. “My job is to maximize
it at the moment.”
One parish that began working with
AURA last year is St. Matthew’s Anglican Church, Riverdale, in the diocese of
Toronto, whose parishioners decided to
sponsor a Syrian family after hearing the
Rev. Nadim Nassar and Canon Andrew
White (the “Vicar of Baghdad”) speak
about the persecution faced by Christians
in the Middle East, following the rise of
the Islamic State (ISIS).

5Saeed (centre),
his son Amjed,
daughter-inlaw Rawan and
grandchildren
Sareta and
Saemn have been
sponsored by
the diocese of
Qu’Appelle. They
are currently in
Turkey.

photo: saskatchewan
anglican

“We’re a small church—we have only
60 people on our parish list,” says the Rev.
Catherine Sider-Hamilton, associate priest
at St. Matthew’s, “but in one year, we have
raised $27,000.”
St. Matthew’s began its application to
sponsor a refugee family in April 2015,
through what is called a blended visa
office-referred case, and had it approved
shortly after. This kind of sponsorship
allows Canadian individuals and groups
working with sponsorship agreement
holders and the federal government to
bring into Canada families who have been
designated by the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees as people in
need of asylum.
This process can take anywhere from a
few months to several years for a family to
arrive in Canada. “Now we’re just waiting,”
Sider-Hamilton says.
There are also sponsorships that are

called “named cases,” where Canadians
can apply to sponsor a specific refugee or
family of refugees. This is the process being
used by the diocese of Qu’Appelle to sponsor the family of Saeed Abbo, an Assyrian
Christian from northern Iraq.
Saeed’s story begins almost five years
ago, when his daughter Marleen and her
husband, Safaa Mousa, and their daughter
Majdleena, fled to a Syrian refugee camp.
Safaa had been working as a chef for a government dignitary in Baghdad when a note
was slipped under his door, telling him
that he and his wife had 24 hours to leave
Baghdad or they would be killed. They
hid out in Mosul and then escaped across
the border into Syria, which had not yet
descended into civil war. From there, they
came to Canada as office-referred refugees
sponsored by the diocese.
Meanwhile, the rise of ISIS in northern
Syria and Iraq had put the rest of Marleen’s
family—her father, Saeed, her brother Amjed, sister-in-law Rawan and her brother’s
children, Sareta and Saemn—in great
danger. Amjed, who served his church as a
deacon, was threatened by an ISIS militia
and decided to go north with his family to
Turkey. The diocese of Qu’Appelle began
raising money to reunite the Abbo family
in Canada, and they submitted an application to sponsor Saeed, Amjed, Rawan,
Sareta and Saemn as named refugees.
Ralph Paragg, refugee co-ordinator
for the diocese, says the process has gone
smoothly. The family has been interviewed
and has had a medical exam, key steps in
the admittance process. Paragg says he
expects to get a definite answer “before the
snow starts to blow in Saskatchewan.” g

Alan Kurdi ‘reawakened the compassion of humanity’
Continued from p. 1

Relief ’s refugee resettlement program.
“Sometimes I cry, ‘where was this before?’
It’s just an outpouring of generosity.”
Naba Gurung, humanitarian response
co-ordinator for the Primate’s World Relief
and Development Fund (PWRDF), agreed
that before Kurdi’s photo appeared, raising
funds for Syrian relief was more difficult.
Donations to PWRDF for Syrian relief
from January 2012 to early September
2015 totalled $80,155—and seemed to be
on a downward trend. Peaking at $39,564
for 2013, they had dwindled to $6,401 for
the first eight months of 2015. There was a
dramatic increase after Kurdi’s death – as
of September 12, it received an additional
$70,000 in donations, which the federal
government will match.
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) had been facing
a funding shortfall also. It had set funding
requirements for its Regional Refugee and
Resilience Plan for Syrian refugees for 2015
at $4.5 billion (U.S.). As of August 25, only
41% of that sum had been raised ($90.95
million of it from Canada).
UNHCR Canada spokeswoman Gisèle
Nyembwe said the agency, too, has been
“overwhelmed” with donations, afer
the publication of Kurdi’s photo. Asked
whether raising funds was much harder
before, Nyembwe said, “I don’t think
people have been less generous at that time
than now—it’s just that there are so many
crises.” With almost 60 million refugees
and multiple emergencies worldwide,
donors are overstretched, she said.
John Longhurst, director of resources

5Some refugees

fleeing the war
in Syria have
pitched tents near
a train station in
Serbia. Most hope
to be resettled in
Germany.
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and public engagement at Canadian
Foodgrains Bank, a partnership of
Canadian church agencies targeting
hunger worldwide, said his group has been
“relatively successful” raising money for
the Syrian crisis, but admitted it hasn’t
been easy. The agency has raised more
than $1 million for Syria since 2012, when
it first began appealing for donations.
“That’s great, and we are grateful,” he
said. “But to put that in perspective, one of
our member agencies received $2.3 million
for Nepal within a couple months of that
earthquake this year, and another received
$3.5 million.”
It’s harder to raise money for people
caught in drawn-out conflicts like Syria
and disasters that play out over a long time,
Longhurst said. “A sudden catastrophic

event is guaranteed media coverage to
begin with...but a drought, for example,
takes a long time to come.”
Conflict situations are also harder
to understand. “There are competing
stories about who’s right and who’s wrong,
and which side you’re on and who’s
responsible,” he said. “It goes on and on...
and after a while, it all becomes…noise
in the background, and who hears it
anymore?”
The frequent news of wars and refugees
worldwide may also have inflicted
potential donors with “compassion fatigue,”
Tsehai said.
Fundraisers for Syria, he suspects, are
facing another challenge raising funds in
an age in which Islam and terrorism are
often associated in popular media. “This
time around, what I’m observing more
and more is fear—fear of the unknown,”
he said. Potential donors, he said, seem to
be thinking, “They have a religion which
is different from ours, and that religion is
just a religion of terrorism and so on—so
who are we bringing [into Canada as
refugees]?”
For the time being at least, fundraisers
are riding a wave of generosity following
the news and social media coverage of the
photo of Alan Kurdi. “That little boy literally
jolted everybody globally to open doors and
reach out, and reawakened the compassion
of humanity which was missing for some
reason,” agreed Tsehai. “This young boy for
me, as a person, he’s just saying, ‘humanity
let me down. I’m at peace now.’ Then I think
we have to ask ourselves whether we have
been doing the right thing or not.” g
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Has Canada become less open to refugees?
BY THE NUMBERS

André Forget
staff writer

2,406

Total number of Syrian
refugees resettled to Canada
(early 2013 to Sept. 8, 2015)

22,405

Total number of Iraqi
refugees resettled to Canada
(2009 to Sept. 8, 2015)

[

623

Government-assisted
Syrian refugees

1,754

Privately sponsored Syrian
refugees

29

Blended visa office-referred
Syrian refugees*

[

10,579

Government-assisted Iraqi
refugees

11,826

Privately sponsored Iraqi
refugees

*Referred to Canadian visa offices by
the UN refugee agency, UNHCR
Source: Citizenship and Immigration
Canada
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The Conservative government previously
pledged to resettle 10,000 Syrian refugees
over the next four years, but in September—amidst criticism from its political
rivals—Citizenship and Immigration
Minister Chris Alexander announced
new measures to speed up the processing
of applications to bring Syrians “a full 15
months earlier than anticipated.”
Alexander did not indicate whether
they would be government- or privately
sponsored refugees.
These numbers may pale in comparison
to the roughly 1.8 million refugees currently living in Turkey, the additional
1.8 million in Lebanon and even the
117,161 refugees the United Kingdom has
welcomed, but they also pale in comparison to what previous generations
of Canadians have been willing to do.
Following the fall of Saigon to Communist forces in 1975, Canada resettled a
total of 110,000 Vietnamese refugees—the
famous “boat people.” Of those refugees,
50,000 were accepted between 1978 and
1980, at a time when Canada’s population
was only 24 million.
So what happened between 1978 and
2015?
“In the 1970s, there was a really quite
remarkable confluence of different elements,” explained Michael Creal, a retired
professor of religious studies at York
University and scholar at the York
University-based Centre for Refugee
Studies. “The government was on side,
the civil service was on side, the media was
on side, the churches were on side…this is
a very different situation from today.”
Canada did not have an extensive infrastructure for quickly processing refugees,
but the broad support for the project
allowed for creative and efficient solutions.
Civil servants were dispatched to Hong
Kong, for instance, and they processed
refugees on the spot, said Creal. “They accepted them, arranged to have them flown
by military aircraft to Edmonton and
Montreal.”

photo: rawpixel/shutterstock

The changes in Canadian refugee policy
can be explained by changes in mindset
among government leaders, experts say.

Tom Clark, former interchurch coordinator for refugees for the Canadian
Council of Churches, agreed with Creal
that political will played a vital role in
refugee resettlement in the past. But, he
added, refugee resettlement in the 1970s
took place in the context of the Cold War,
and therefore also served an ideological
purpose. “What happened in that time was
the need for the U.S., and therefore for its
allies, to do the traditional thing, which is
you don’t leave your allies out to toast—so
the friends of the U.S. in Vietnam needed
to be brought out.”
What started out as careful politics
morphed into a massive humanitarian
undertaking, thanks in large part to the
work of individual parliamentarians, most
notably Progressive Conservative cabinet
minister Flora MacDonald, said Clark.
“Flora was a little special,” he said. “She
had NGO connections right up until her
death, so she really was willing to gamble
on pushing [refugee issues] out to the
people.”
For Clark and Creal, the changes in
Canadian refugee policy can partially be
explained by changes in mindset among
government leaders.

Both added that it was Joe Clark’s
Progressive Conservative Party, one of the
precursors to the current Conservative
Party of Canada, which pushed for broad
acceptance of the Vietnamese refugees
in the 1970s. It was another Progressive
Conservative, Brian Mulroney, who led
refugee resettlement in the wake of the
Soviet Union’s collapse and instituted the
formal refugee board, which decides on
appeals.
These governments represented
a brand of conservatism that saw
Canada as having a responsibility to the
international community to do its part
in resettling displaced peoples, a role the
Conservative Party under Stephen Harper
has downplayed. Harper has defended
his government’s record, citing security
concerns for the slow process of admitting
refugees from the Middle East.
“I think this (Harper government) is
something of an isolationist government,
in many ways,” Clark said.
Creal did not mince words. “I think the
record of the Conservative government
with respect to refugees is, from my point
of view, absolutely deplorable,” he said.
The Conservative government has
created a climate within Citizenship and
Immigration Canada (CIC) and Canada
Border Services that is hostile toward
refugees, he said. “CIC and the border
services have been set up primarily to get
rid of people,” he said. “The culture there
is ‘how do we get people out of Canada as
fast as possible when rejected?’ ”
But Creal did not think this was
representative of a cultural shift among the
Canadian people.
“I think there’s no question that large
numbers of Canadians are open [to having
more refugees]. The calls from people
saying they want to sponsor a refugee
family have far exceeded the capacity of
various agencies to handle.”
Clark agreed that the majority of
Canadians are inclined to help refugees,
but stressed that they usually need a push.
If the government doesn’t provide it, it has
to come from somewhere else. g

Church asks Ottawa to loosen red tape for refugees
Tali Folkins
staff writer

“

I preached
that Sunday
from James
2 about how
we’re called
to be a people
who don’t just
speak about
faith, but who
act upon those
things.
— Canon Kevin
George, rector, St.
Aidan’s Anglican
Church

A London, Ont., church is raising money
for Syrian refugees at lightning speed—
thanks, at least partly, to a very Canadian
household material.
As of September 21, St. Aidan’s Anglican Church had raised roughly $35,000
for refugee sponsorship after 15 days of
its “Red Tape Challenge.” The appeal asks
participants, after making their donations,
to tear a piece of red duct tape and attach
it to their vehicles, rural mailbox or other
prominent place.
The point of the tape, says John Davidson, the St. Aidan’s parishioner who came
up with the idea, is to pressure the federal
government to reduce barriers to refugees
in Canada—“to show Ottawa that yes, you
can cut through red tape if you have the
desire and the wherewithal, and you want
to get the job done.”
The rector at St. Aidan’s, Canon Kevin
George, says the appeal began after a
sermon he preached on Sunday, September
6—the Sunday after the first publication

5As of

September 21, St.
Aidan’s Church
had raised $35,000
for refugee
sponsorship after
15 days of its “Red
Tape Challenge.”
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of the photo of three-year-old Alan Kurdi’s
lifeless body on a Turkish beach.
“I preached that Sunday from James
2 about how we’re called to be a people
who don’t just speak about faith, but who
act upon those things, particularly with
respect to how James says that mercy triumphs over judgment,” George says.
Immediately after the service, Davidson
approached him with the “red tape” con-

cept. Davidson is an accomplished fundraiser. In the mid-1990s, he pushed his son
Jesse—afflicted with Duchenne muscular
dystrophy—across Ontario, then walked
across Canada to raise money to fight the
disease. Davidson then founded a charity,
Jesse’s Journey, which has since raised more
than $20 million.
“I think we were at 16 or 17,000 thousand dollars by the end of leaving coffee
hour,” George says. By the following Tuesday, Davidson had made and posted a “Red
Tape Challenge” Facebook page, with a
short video piece. By the following Sunday,
the appeal had raised $30,000.
“We had people in our neighbourhood who don’t belong to our church
take the challenge,” George says. One of
these people, Gina Barber, donated $5,000;
George let his congregation know about
the donation, and said he hoped someone
in the parish would match it—which they
did. Barber liked that the campaign isn’t
just about raising money.
Initially planning to sponsor one family,
the parish is now considering two. g
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Padres join forces for interfaith wedding
Tali Folkins
staff writer

History was made this summer at
Canadian Forces Base Borden, Ont., with a
unique interfaith wedding, the officiating
clerics say.
On August 29, Capt. Georgette Mink, a
physiotherapist in the Canadian military,
was married to Ahmad Osman, a soldier in
the Lebanese army. Although technically
a Christian marriage, it was attended by
representatives from both the Christian
and Muslim religions, and was followed by
a Muslim blessing of the couple.
Capt. the Rev. Dwayne Bos, the Anglican padre who officiated, said he believes
other weddings may have been done in the
Canadian military involving Christians
and non-Christians—he has heard of one
involving a Wiccan partner, for example.
But the fact that clerics from both faith
traditions co-performed the liturgy made
this one unique, he said.
“From what we understand and know,
this would be the first one of this type
that’s ever been done in the Canadian
Forces,” he said.
Bos said Mink, who has been a parishioner at CFB Borden’s Trinity Chapel for

5Capt. the Rev.

Dwayne Bos and
Imam Suleyman
Demiray coofficiated an
interfaith wedding
at CFB Borden,
said to be a first in
Canadian Forces
history.
photo: contributed

some time, approached him earlier this
year about her intention to marry Osman,
and asked if the ceremony could be performed jointly involving a Muslim cleric.
“I said, ‘I’ll look into that—I haven’t
heard of something like this being done,
but that doesn’t mean no,’ ” Bos said.
Bos’s bishop gave his approval to the
marriage, and directed Bos to the Book of
Occasional Celebrations, which contains a
section on interfaith marriages. Bos then
invited the base’s Muslim padre, Imam
Suleyman Demiray, to take part.
“I said, ‘Look, of course, this is a great
idea!’ ” Demiray said.
Bos also contacted the Anglican Church
of Canada’s faith, worship and ministry department—which was able to provide him

with an Arabic translation of the service.
Most of the ceremony was officiated in
English by Bos, following Anglican rites
and reading the famous passage on love
from 1st Corinthians. Demiray helped
Osman say, in Arabic, his vows and the
words for the exchanging of rings with
Mink, and blessed the couple.
“I was there just to bless them and to
support them...mainly Padre Bos was
the boss there,” Demiray punned, with a
chuckle.
At Osman’s request, Demiray also
chanted a passage from the Qur’an—its
opening chapter known as Fatiha, comparable to the Christian Lord’s Prayer, he said,
in that Muslims say it in their daily prayers.
It praises God as merciful and compassionate and asks for his guidance in their lives.
“It was nice, because we were both there
at the front for the service,” Bos said. “It really blended well to represent both the faith
traditions.”
Osman, Demiray said, was amazed by
the joint service. “He saw how we are welcoming and supporting him, both Christian and Muslim. He was so surprised and
so happy, so pleased.”
Mink and Osman were not available for
interviews at press time. g
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Opening of
the database
marks the
first step in
the journey
to really start
to provide
meaningful
access to the
records that
so many have
worked so
hard to collect
over the past
six years.
—Ry Moran,
director, National
Research Centre
for Truth and
Reconciliation
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Residential schools national archive set to open Nov. 4
André Forget
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When Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) held its final event in
Ottawa in June 2015, the phrase “this is just
the beginning” was on everyone’s lips. At
the same time, however, there was widespread sentiment among concerned parties
that spreading the news about the TRC’s
findings regarding the dark history of
Indian residential schools in Canada, and
pursuing the hard work of reconciliation
itself, would be no small task.
On November 4, a key tool in this work
will become available when the National
Research Centre for Truth and Reconciliation (NRCTR) opens its doors.
Operating out of the University of
Manitoba, in Winnipeg, the research centre
holds the millions of records uncovered by
the commission that detail the role government and churches played in the 150-year
history of the residential school system, as
well as the thousands of survivor testimonies shared with the TRC.
One of the NRCTR’s most powerful
resources is a searchable database that will
allow survivors, families and researchers
access to records relating to individuals
and schools.
“Opening of the database marks the
first step in the journey to really start to
provide meaningful access to the records
that so many have worked so hard to collect over the past six years,” said NRCTR
director Ry Moran.
Among the materials contained in the
NRCTR are thousands of copies of records
held in Anglican diocesan archives and the
national archives of the Anglican Church
of Canada in Toronto, which were provided
to the TRC as part of the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement.
Although all relevant Anglican records
have been handed over, Nancy Hurn, General Synod archivist, said the NRCTR and
the Anglican archives continue to work
closely. “People think we’re finished—and
yes, we’re done producing the documents
for them, but in terms of making the records understandable and accessible, there
needs to be some input from the church
archivists.”
A large part of this work, Hurn noted,
involved making sure that all documents

inquires about
the poster carried
by a participant
at the Walk for
Reconciliation held
in Ottawa, May 31.
photo: andré forget
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archivist Nancy
Hurn
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and photographs that have been provided
are searchable, which requires providing
detailed descriptions of each item. This
was not done when the TRC originally
copied the documents because of time and
budgetary constraints.
Another issue is balancing the provision of information to survivors and their
families with the need to respect individual
privacy, and making sure that the church
archives and the NRCTR are on the same
page as to how this is done.
“Each province is slightly different,”
said Hurn. “[The NRCTR] records are held
in Manitoba…and they have their own privacy legislation for the centre. It’s different
from the church—ours would be under
Ontario regulations, so the records are covered by two different pieces of legislation.”
In addition to the legal dimensions of
the problem, there are also concerns over
the sensitivity of some of the material,
especially the material related to survivors’
stories of abuse.
When Moran spoke to the Anglican
Journal, he was in Iqaluit, meeting with
residential school survivors and intergenerational survivors about how best to
do this. He doesn’t think there is a single,
quick-fix policy.
“The task of really coming to terms
with access to all of this material now and
providing meaningful access to it will be
an ongoing operation requirement for the
centre for years to come,” he said.
But while the NRCTR houses the largest
archive of material related to residential

schools in the entire country, Hurn believes
the church archives still have an important
role to play in telling the story of the relationship between Indigenous people and
Christianity.
“We hold much more information about
a community that is beyond the residential
schools,” she said. “When you look at the
history of the communities, you see the
relationship between the church and the
Indigenous peoples in the early years, and
then you see what happens as a result of the
residential schools.”
One striking example of this dynamic,
she noted, was a register kept in Cree for the
first 20 years before switching to English,
reflecting the encroaching colonialism that
sought to strip Indigenous people of their
languages.
But the archives, Hurn added, also tell
the story of a church trying to atone for its
sins, and understanding the whole breadth
of that story before and after residential
schools is a vital part of moving toward
reconciliation.
Moran stressed that the research centre
archive, too, is about more than just remembering what happened: it is about building a
future in which Indigenous people are equal
partners.
“Reconciliation moving forward is also
about addressing many elements of Canada’s colonial legacy,” he said. “The residential schools are the most obvious one we’ve
been dealing with, but the treaty relationship, the other failures in the relationship
are all obstacles to reconciliation.” g

God’s promise. Our commitment. Giving with Grace.
A MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARY, MICHAEL THOMPSON
Welcome to the fresh face of Anglican
generosity in support of God’s mission
through the ministries of the Anglican
Church of Canada, “Giving with Grace.”
And thank you for all the ways in
which you supported its predecessor,
“Anglican Appeal.”
Why the change? For one thing, the way
we think about giving has changed over
the years. We believe that people are
giving with a deeper sense of purpose
and see the church as a way to serve
that purpose with their money. You
aren’t giving to the church so much
as through the church. So it’s not that

we’re appealing to you on behalf of
something “Anglican.” Instead we’re
inviting you to “give with grace.”
Grace, of course, is what God gives,
freely and with no strings attached,
to create and care for the world. A few
years ago, our church gathered from
coast to coast to coast to sing and
celebrate that “Amazing Grace” as the
basis for our life together. Giving with
that grace means joining the gifts God
has given to the passionate work God
does to heal, redeem, and reconcile,
to confront, transform, and challenge.

God desires a better world, and so do we.
“Giving with Grace” aligns our hunger
for a better world with God’s initiative.
Giving with Grace means making the
difference one person can make. One
by one, added up, and joined to God’s
grace, that’s all the difference in the
world. God’s promise. Our commitment.
Giving with Grace.
For more information on Giving with Grace
or to make a donation, please contact:
Jacqueline Beckford
Manager, Annual Giving
(416) 924-9199 ext. 299
toll-free 1-866-924-9192
jbeckford@national.anglican.ca
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Bishops call attention to Pikangikum crisis
André Forget
staff writer

In an open letter this fall, Archbishop Fred
Hiltz, primate of the Anglican Church of
Canada, National Bishop Susan Johnson
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada and National Indigenous Anglican
Bishop Mark MacDonald urged Anglicans
and Lutherans to follow the lead of their
youth in “lifting up” the struggling Ojibwe
community of Pikangikum in northern
Ontario by writing to their political representatives in Ottawa.
Many of the 2,400 residents of the fly-in
reserve community have long lived with
inadequate or absent indoor plumbing
and limited access to clean drinking water.
But while the Canadian government has
invested funds to build a new school, there
has been little work done toward addressing the lack of basic infrastructure that
plagues the community.
Christmas
Last year, Anglicans and other con-

5Former AFN

National Chief
Shawn Atleo
checks the water
tank during a visit
to Pikangikum.
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A simple gift. remembered
and treasured for new Years to
come

cerned citizens participated in a fundraiser
to provide clean water systems to 10 homes
in Pikangikum.
Through the National Youth Project,
Anglican and Lutheran youth have participated in the Right to Water program,
which is raising money in partnership with

the Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund (PWRDF) and the Pimatisiwin
Nipi (Living Water) group to help provide
potable water to homes in Pikangikum.
But the bishops’ letter calls on Anglicans
and Lutherans to push the government
to do its part. A form letter is attached to
the bishops’ letter that concerned persons
can use to contact their members of
Parliament and the Minister of Aboriginal
Affairs and Northern Development,
Bernard Valcourt.
The form letter highlights the fact that
less than 10% of Pikangikum households
have access to clean running water or
indoor plumbing, and that the community
also lacks connection to the electrical grid,
forcing them to rely on diesel-generated
power.
It says the federal and provincial
governments must commit to facilitating
the connection of Pikangikum to the
power grid. g

Arctic diocese $723,000 away from repaying $10.3 million debt
Continued from p. 1

in Ottawa. McCartney, who preached at
both services at St. Margaret’s earlier in
the day, accepted the invitation to come to
the ACW fundraising event, speak to the
group and receive the freewill offering for
the cathedral.
He also watched the screening of the
documentary Soul of the Arctic with
those gathered. The movie, produced
by Northern Ireland television network
UTV, focuses on the Irish-born McCartney
and his wife, Karen, and their life together
in what was described as “1.5 million square
miles of freezing desolation in the high
Canadian Arctic.”
It includes a segment in which McCart-
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ACW representative Marni Crossley
presents her group’s freewill offering to
Arctic Suffragan Bishop Darren McCartney.
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ney drives a snowmobile over the ice and
snow from Iqaluit to Pangnirtung, a distance
of 300 km, to preside at a confirmation ceremony. “In the earlier years of my ministry,
Karen and I spent some time working in the
Arctic and we know the terrain and the
people well,” he says in the movie. “It’s a stunningly beautiful place, but temperatures can
fall as low as minus 50, so we have immense
respect for their background as nomadic hunters living in remote camps.”
In a question-and-answer period following the movie, McCartney spoke of the anguish he felt while being pastor in Pangnirtung from 2003 to 2006 and why he and his
wife had to return to Ireland. “I needed to get
out to clear my head,” he said. As pastor, “I

This new volume is essential reading
for all with a serious interest in Paul,
the interpretation of his letters, his
appropriation by subsequent thinkers,
and his continuing significance today.
In the course of this masterly survey,
Wright asks searching questions of all
of the major contributors to Pauline
studies in the last fifty years.
ISBN 9780800699642, $47.50
Price subject to change.

had 17 suicides in three years in a community of about 1,500 people,” said McCartney.
“In that environment, in that culture and
in that role, you are very close to people,
and so there was a lot of pain and I suppose
secondary trauma for me. ”
Suicide rates for Inuit youth are among
the highest in the world, at 11 times the
national average. McCartney said although
he needed to get away, he was hankering to
get back after a while. The couple returned
to the North when McCartney was elected as
suffragan bishop of the Arctic in June 2012. g
Art Babych, former editor of Crosstalk,
diocese of Ottawa, is a regular contributor
to the Anglican Journal.
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New words for the old service
The traditional liturgy
gets a reboot at
St. Christopher’s Church

“

We’re
trying to
honour two
things: what’s
going on in
the lives of the
community,
along with
honouring
the Anglican
rhythm of
worship.
— The Rev. Dan
Cranley, pastoral
associate, St.
Christopher’s
Anglican Church,
Burlington, Ont.

André Forget
staff writer

Across the Anglican Church of Canada,
the Book of Alternative Services and the
Book of Common Prayer are the liturgical
foundation for Sunday morning services.
But at St. Christopher’s Anglican
Church in Burlington, Ont., the traditional liturgy is getting a reboot.
“For the last six years we’ve hosted a
gathering, to which everyone is invited, in
the spring, to ask questions about what’s
going on in people’s lives, what do we
think God is trying to do with us,” says
Archdeacon Steve Hopkins, rector at St.
Christopher’s. Out of these conversations,
themes for worship and education are
identified for the coming year, he says.
This day—“discernment day,” as it is
known in the parish—goes far beyond a
simple planning session, though. Open
to anyone who wants to attend, it is about
creating new service texts that reflect the
thoughts, feelings and concerns of the
congregation.
While these services follow the traditional Anglican rhythm, their content
changes based on the season and the
theme. If the theme being explored in
Advent, for example, is “letting go of
busyness,” the confession will be written
to reflect that.
“It makes Sunday morning alive and
magical and powerful,” Jane Wyse, a member of St. Christopher’s, says of her experience with discernment day. “It relates to
our life and what we’re going through, and
it’s not something that you say over and
over again every Sunday; it changes up
and it speaks to you more.”
This is a feeling that other people relate
to as well.
“The deepening and broadening of
my own faith journey has been exponential in the six years that we’ve been
doing this,” says Canon Christyn Perkons,
who, in addition to being a parishioner
at St. Christopher’s, serves as director
of congregational support and development at the Niagara synod office. “I think
the theology of so many of the things we
deal with means so much more to me…I
understand my own belief system around
it in a way I didn’t before.”
For others, it is the ability to be
honest about what they believe—or
don’t believe—that makes the experience

5Back row

(L-R): Canon
Christyn Perkons,
Archdeacon Steve
Hopkins, Carol
Henley, Gill Janes,
Rodney Lott, John
Stephen, Joanne
Gallagher, Lynda
Kealey, Ted Taylor.
Front row (L-R):
Betty Coombs,
Jane Stephen,
Jane Wyse and
Allan Nicolls, with
his dog, Akita
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regenerative.
“I feel very liberated,” says Ted Taylor.
“I feel that I am not being required to
either mouth words that I have trouble
believing or standing there silently while
other people around me mouth them.”
But the new approach to liturgy is
not only about innovation; it is also
about maintaining a connection to the
traditions of Anglicanism, according to
the Rev. Dan Cranley, pastoral associate
at St. Christopher’s.
“We’re trying to honour two things:
what’s going on in the lives of the
community, along with honouring the
Anglican rhythm of worship,” he says.
“Seeing those two things come together
for me has been really powerful.”
But what led to such radical changes
being implemented in the first place?
In Becoming a People of God: A New
Approach to Liturgy and Learning, a
document Hopkins wrote detailing the
process and rationale of the new liturgical changes, he explains how a story told
to him by a fellow priest transformed his
outlook on the purpose of liturgy.
In the story, a parishioner frustrated
by congregational conversations about
how the church could reach out to its
neighbourhood more effectively, asks,
“Why do we have to worry about these
other people? Why can’t we just worry
about ourselves?”
Hopkins argues that it is not that
this parishioner hadn’t understood
the church’s teachings, but that she

was expressing exactly what she had
been taught by traditional liturgy: that
the church is separate from the world
and needn’t concern itself with its
neighbours.
“The responsibility for this outcome
did not lie with the woman,” Hopkins
says. “It lay with those responsible for
her formation in the faith and, ultimately, with the curriculum for that
formation [the weekly liturgy and the
life of the community that gathers to
celebrate it].”
The changes to liturgy at St.
Christopher’s are about being more
intentional concerning teaching, he says,
adding that he has seen some positive
outcomes.
“I think there’s a shift in
expectations,” he says. “I think a lot
of folks never expected anything
meaningful to happen in church, and
I think there is some anticipation that
something is going to happen—I’m
going to hear something; I’m going to
be challenged; it’s going to make me
thoughtful.”
Taylor agrees wholeheartedly.
“I would say that discernment day has
moved [us from] the Church of England of the 16th century to the Anglican
Church of St. Christopher’s of the 21st
century,” he says. “It is bringing people
into a connection where they can see the
church as being applicable to their daily
lives and their daily needs, not as an historical repetition of words.” g

Journal welcomes new staff writer
Staff

Tali Folkins

photo: andré forget

Tali Folkins, a writer with extensive
experience in print journalism, joined
the Anglican Journal as a staff writer on
September 9.
“The Anglican Journal is an important
witness to the work of the Spirit in
Canada,” he said. “I would love to put
my skills and enthusiasm to work,
giving its readers food for reflection and
inspiration.”

Folkins said he was excited about
working for the Journal because of the
chance to “focus my writing career on
spiritual issues.”
Folkins has worked as a staff writer
for the Law Times and the New Brunswick Telegraph-Journal. His writing has
appeared in The Globe and Mail and the
United Church Observer.
He has also worked for Atlantic
Progress (now Progress Magazine) and U
of T Magazine, and as communications

manager for the Royal Bank of Canada.
In addition to his experience as a
reporter and feature writer, Folkins has a
strong background in academia, in particular medieval philosophy and the work
of Italian medieval poet Dante Alighieri,
and is a fluent French speaker.
He holds a BA in classics and a bachelor of journalism from the University
of King’s College in Halifax, Nova Scotia,
and an MA in classics from Dalhousie
University. g
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No regrets about becoming an Anglican
By Michael Coren

D
5Michael Coren

on his separation
from the Catholic
church: “It was
rather like a ball of
theological wool
unravelling. As
soon as it began,
it was difficult to
stop it.”
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ID I SWIM the Tiber or was it a walk
to Canterbury? Not sure. It felt at the
time more like some sort of ersatz inferno.
I suppose I have a certain media profile and
was until relatively recently known as a very
public Roman Catholic. My 2012 book on
Catholicism (Heresy, McClelland & Stewart)
had been on the Canadian bestseller list
for 10 weeks; I was named columnist of the
year for my work in The Catholic Register
and had been given numerous awards by
Catholic groups. I was one of Canada’s most
high-profile champions of Catholicism.
The separation was gradual, of
course. While I never swayed from
Catholic theology—and continue in
my adherence—I began to question,
then doubt, then reject Roman Catholic
teaching on papal supremacy, authority,
contraception and especially homosexuality
and equal marriage. On the latter, I simply
could no longer glue myself to a church that
described gay relationships as sinful and
disordered and caused so much pain to so
many good, innocent people.
It was rather like a ball of theological
wool unravelling. As soon as it began, it was
difficult to stop it. The glorious irony of all
this is that as my questioning of Roman

Catholic teaching developed,
so did my faith and my love of
God. It wasn’t lack of belief that
drove me from Rome but the very
opposite. Partly out of respect for
the Catholic church, I could no
longer receive its sacraments and
call myself a Roman Catholic while
rejecting so many of its values and
views. I know many Catholics remain
in their church while doubting or even
denying, but that wasn’t for me.
Around 18 months ago, I began to
quietly worship at Toronto’s Cathedral of St.
James, to meet with various Anglicans and
to read Anglican theology. Then I started to
regularly attend my local Anglican parish,
then I was formally received—a photo of
the event was posted online, and the inferno
I mentioned began to ignite.

It was a noble infamy, but it still stung.
In the space of one week, I lost three regular
columns and 13 speeches. No matter.
What did matter were the attacks on my
children, the fact that people trolled their
Facebook pages and alleged that they were
gay—irrelevant to me and to them, but the
attacks were intended to hurt. It was written
that I was a thief, an adulterer, a liar and was
mentally ill. Such fun!
But what I found was so much greater
than any suburban persecution. Within
Anglican Catholic orthodoxy, I could
pursue socially liberal ideas; within a
church of mingling theologies, I could be
respected as a Catholic and respect those
with different ideas and call them brothers
and sisters; within Anglicanism, I could
reach out in Christ’s beauty to all people,
irrespective of sexuality or religion, and love
everything about them.
I have never been happier or felt more
motivated as a Christian than now. The
nastiness refined me; my new faith defines
me. Regrets? Oh yes. That I didn’t do this a
long time ago. g
Toronto-based author and columnist
Michael Coren’s email address is mcoren@
sympatico.ca.

E DU CAT ION DIRECTORY
HAVERGAL COLLEGE
Toronto Havergal College has been
preparing young women to make a
difference since 1894. Founded on Anglican values and traditions, the school
community gathers with the Chaplain
for Morning Prayers three times weekly.
A special highlight is our traditional
Carol Service held at St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, the school’s original
parish. Today Havergal girls develop
into extraordinary young women with
inquiring minds, global capability and
self-awareness. They are encouraged
to investigate and explore the world
around them while discovering their
own unique capabilities. As Old Girls,
they will join our proud continuum of
8,000 alumnae who are networked
to each other and the world. To learn
more about the Havergal difference,
visit www.havergal.on.ca or contact the
Admission Office at (416) 482.4724 or
admissions@havergal.on.ca.
TRINITY COLLEGE SCHOOL,
Port Hope Established in 1865, TCS is one
of Canada’s oldest and most respected
educational institutions. The School places
a balanced emphasis on academics, service
learning, athletics and the arts—as both a
long-held TCS tradition and a rethought,
reinvigorated approach to 21st century
education. TCS, a caring and supportive
educational community, exists to prepare
young men and women to thrive in
university and beyond. This community
values developing habits of the heart and
mind and continues the tradition of beginning each day with a chapel service before
heading off to classes. Our supportive and
close-knit community of students, parents,
alumni, staff and friends make the School
on the Hill a truly special place.
To set up a visit or obtain more
information, please contact the
Admissions Office at (905) 885-3209 or
Email: admissions@tcs.on.ca
Website: www.tcs.on.ca
THE CENTRE FOR CHRISTIAN
STUDIES is a national theological school
of the Anglican and United Churches offering community based education. CCS
offers two-week Leadership Development Modules, and year-long certificate
programs in Pastoral Care, Education and
Social Justice Ministry, preparing people

for lay, diaconal and related ministries.
CCS is committed to a theology of
justice and to contextual education. Students at CCS learn through integration
of experience and academics, intentional
community building and personal growth
and transformation. For more information
about the Centre for Christian Studies
please visit our website at www.ccsonline.ca
or call us at (204) 783-4490.
ATLANTIC SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY, an ecumenical university
serving Christ’s mission, cultivates excellence in graduate-level theological education and research, creative and faithful
formation for lay and ordained ministries,
and understanding among communities of
faith. Courses are offered both on campus
and online. AST is fully accredited by the
Association of Theological Schools (ATS)
in Canada and the US. Program offerings include: Master of Divinity degree
(honors, on-campus, and summer distance
options), Master of Arts (Theology and
Religious Studies) degree, Graduate
Certificate in Theological Studies, Adult
Education Certificate inTheological Studies, and Diploma in Youth Ministry. AST is
located in Halifax, Nova Scotia, and facilities include a student residence, a chapel,
and a library with over 86,000 volumes.
Academic Department
telephone: (902)423-5592,
email: academicoffice@astheology.ns.ca.
website: www.astheology.ns.ca.
HURON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
London, Ontario Whether you’re seeking
personal development, a critical graduate
research environment, or ministry skills
for ordination, Huron can help you reach
your goals. Affiliated with Western
University, the Faculty of Theology is
ATS accredited. Offering BTh, MDiv,
MTS, MA degrees, continuing education
and LTh diploma.
For info: Dean of Theology,
1349 Western Rd., London, ON
N6G 1H3
Email: srice@uwo.ca
Phone: (519) 438-7224, x289
Web: www.huronuc.ca
MONTREAL DIOCESAN
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE, affiliated with McGILL UNIVERSITY and a
member of the ecumenical MONTREAL

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY, is a
community of scholars and ministers
offering programs designed to help
students develop theological depth, grow
in spiritual maturity and exercise pastoral
leadership. Programs lead to L.Th., B.Th.,
Dip.Min. and M.Div. L.Th. may be combined with distance education. Certificate
in Theology available through home
study. Advanced degrees (S.T.M., M.A.,
Ph.D.) offered through McGill. Located
in downtown Montreal. For information,
please contact : The Principal,
3473 University St., Montreal, Quebec
H3A 2A8. (514) 849-3004.
www.dio-mdtc.ca.
QUEEN’S COLLEGE
More than academics. More than
community. Queen’s College offers
students the opportunity to integrate
knowledge, skills and experience with
personal spirituality in preparation for a
life of faith. Situated on the campus of
Memorial University, St. John’s, NL, we
are a degree granting institution and an
associate member of the Association of
Theological Schools offering programs in
M.Div., M.T.S., B.Th., B.Th. (by distance),
A.Th. (by distance) as well as Diplomas in
Theology and Ministry, Pastoral Care, and
Youth Ministry. To learn more about this
unique educational experience contact
The Provost, Queen’s College Faculty
of Theology, 210 Prince Philip Drive, St.
John’s, NL, A1B 3R6, or telephone toll
free 877-753-0116 or check our website at
http://www.mun.ca/queens/.
RENISON UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
is located in the thriving city of Waterloo
and affiliated with the University of Waterloo. Rooted in Anglican tradition, our
students experience an unparalleled level
of support via our Chaplain, our safe and
inclusive residence community, and a fulltime social worker exclusively for Renison
students. Explore your faith with our lay
ministry courses or prepare to help others
with our Social Development Studies,
Bachelor of Social Work, and Master of
Social Work programs.
Website: www.uwaterloo.ca/renison
Email: renison@uwaterloo.ca
SAINT PAUL UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Theology
ANGLICAN STUDIES PROGRAM
Academic and pastoral formation take

place in the unique setting of a Roman
Catholic University with a cross-cultural,
bilingual milieu. The program prepares
candidates for both lay and ordained
ministries in the Anglican Church.
Academic formation is pursued through
the undergraduate civil Bachelor of
Theology (B.Th.) and the Master in
Pastoral Theology (M.P.Th.) Programs
of the Faculty of Theology. The Faculty
also offers an eight-course certificate in
Anglican Studies.
Director: Prof. Kevin Flynn,
223 Main, Ottawa, ON K1S 1C4
Phone: (613) 236-1393, Ext. 2427
anglicanstudies@ustpaul.ca
www.ustpaul.ca
THORNELOE UNIVERSITY
Sudbury, Ontario An innovative and
thriving Anglican College within
Laurentian University, our Fine Arts,
Classical Studies, Theatre Arts, Women’s
Studies, and Religious Studies programs
lead to Laurentian University degrees.
We also offer Theology at the Bachelor’s,
Diploma, and Certificate level. Programs
available on campus and by distance
education. Call for details and a course
calendar. Information: The President,
Thorneloe University, 935 Ramsey Lake
Rd, Sudbury ON P3E 2C6
Phone: 1-866-846-7635 Fax: 705-673-4979
Email: president@thorneloe.ca
Website: www.thorneloe.ca
TRINITY COLLEGE The oldest centre
for theological studies in the Anglican
Church of Canada, the Faculty of
Divinity offers a wide variety of accredited programs, at master’s and doctoral
levels, in ecumenical collaboration within
the Toronto School of Theology and in
federation with the University of Toronto.
Liberal and catholic in theology,
consciously reflective of the liturgy and
the spiritual life, encouraging excellence
in the practice of ministry, engaged in
current issues of society, connected to
church communities and offering financial
support in all programs. For more
information please contact:
Faculty of Divinity, Trinity College,
6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto ON M5S 1H8
(416) 978-2133
divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca

VANCOUVER SCHOOL OF
THEOLOGY Fully accredited by the
Association of Theological Schools,
VST is a multi-denominational graduate theological college that serves the
leadership needs of Christian communities across North America and beyond.
VST offers an M.Div., Native Ministries
M.Div by extension, MA in Theological Studies, Master of Theology, MA in
Public and Pastoral Leadership, MA in
Indigenous and Inter-religious Studies,
Master of Theology in Indigenous and
Inter-religious Studies, diplomas in denominational and graduate studies, and a
variety of certificate programs, continuing
education program and summer school
programs. VST programs can fit into
most schedules and fulfill a diverse range
of learning needs, including distance
education. Alongside the Centre for
Christian Leadership, the establishment of
the Iona Pacific Inter-religious Centre and
the Indigenous Studies Centre provide
the context for ongoing collaboration
and partnership within our inter-religious
and First Nations communities. Engaging
public events, workshops and January
Intensives round out VST’s offerings.
Consider an education at Vancouver
School of Theology and find out more
by visiting our website at www.vst.edu or
emailing possibilities@vst.edu.
WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, at the University of Toronto is an evangelical Anglican
community of learning within the Toronto
School of Theology offering both masters
level and advanced degree programs
Our programs are designed to challenge,
encourage and equip students from many
denominations to live out their faith and
provide leadership as either ordained
or lay leaders in their church and wider
communities. Innovative programs have
been introduced such as the Master of
Divinity for Pioneer Ministries and
the Master of Theological Studies in
Urban and International Development.
The flexibility of part time study and
online learning in the masters programs
provides accessibility. Financial support in
all programs is available.
Visit us at www.wycliffecollege.ca
or telephone (416) 946-3547 for
further information.
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THE COLLAR:
Reading
Christian
Ministry
in Fiction,
Television, and
Film
By Sue
Sorensen
Wilf & Stock,
2014, 306 pages
ISBN: 9781625642486
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Christians, through the looking glass

CLAS
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Reviewed by Julienne Isaacs

I

N THE OPENING PAGES of The
Collar, Sorensen writes, “The ministry
is a profession of vital importance, but it is
also delightfully strange, even absurd. We
need to look at it from a variety of angles
and look at it honestly.” The Collar explores
a wide swath of fictional narratives about
men and women in church leadership.
Sorensen’s goal, it seems, is to search out
the truest readings of ordained life and
reflect on how they cast light on the real
tasks facing church leaders today. For this
reason, The Collar will appeal especially to
clergy, although lovers of fiction will find
plenty to admire in Sorensen’s whirlwind
tour through literature, television and film.
Sorensen, an associate professor of
English at Canadian Mennonite University,
has published a novel, A Large Harmonium,
and is the editor of West of Eden: Essays on
Canadian Prairie Literature. She has also
published work on contemporary British
literature and detective fiction, as well as
her own poetry.
These interests heavily inform The
Collar. Chapters are thematic, covering
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Organ Building, Maas-Rowe
Carillons, Allen Audio
Gary R. Schmidt, President
Kitchener: (519) 570-3280
Toll Free: (888) 870-tune (8863)
Fax: (519) 579-7615
E-mail: grschmidt@bellnet.ca
www.schmidtpianoandorgan.com
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Heritage Roofing and Sheet Metal Specialist

THE COIN CABINET
Moncton, NB & Toronto, ON
Brian Bell
info@GBELLauctions.com
(506) 857-9403

Specializing in Heritage:

It Happened at the Cathedral:
Letters of Bishop RF Shepherd,
from 1948 to 2012 , edited and
illustrated by his daughter Mary
Shepherd, is now in print. This
unforgettable collection of letters,
spanning more than 60 years of
service to the Anglican Church of
Canada, in Hamilton, Winnipeg,
Edmonton, Montreal and Victoria,
( and also several years in London,
England as a curate and in Borrego
Springs, California, during his retirement years), chronicles his remarkable experiences. The book can be
ordered by contacting his daughter
at: marymathilda@hotmail.com or
(514) 487-0126.

• Restoration and preservation of
church steeples.
• Restoration of church towers.
• Designer, manufacture & installers
of eavestroughs, down spouts and
collector boxes.
• Designer, manufacture and installers of architectural sheet metal
cornice work.
• Copper roofing and repairs :
double lock standing seam, batten
seam, flat lock seam & flat lock
solder seam roofs.
• Slate and cedar roofing and repairs.
• Decorative architectural stamped
metal reproductions.
• Masonry restorations.
5153 County Road 13, RR1
Everett, Ontario. L0M 1J0
Tel: 416-985-0779
Email: info@camcopper.com
Web: www.camcopper.com

Robert
McCausland
Limited
Artists & Craftsmen of
Stained Glass since 1856
TRADITIONAL OR
CONTEMPORARY
ORIGINAL DESIGNS
EXPERT RESTORATIONS
AND REPAIRS

Email: mccausland@sprynet.com
Website: www.eternalglass.com

30 Chauncey Ave.,
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2Z4
Telephone (416) 233-9530
Fax (416) 234-5450

Call Toll Free
1-800-563-1555

Join the Sisters of
St.RJohnLthe Divine

(Anglican) for a life of prayer, love and service.

Members of the National Slate Association

www.ssjd.ca contact: convent@ssjd.ca

Use the
ANNIVERSARIES
HEADING

Contact:

ADVERTISING
ANGLICAN JOURNAL
Larry Gee
416-924-9199, ext 310
Fax: 416-925-8811
Email:
lgee@national.anglican.ca
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Do you have a monastic heart?

M

in the classifieds to inform past
parishioners & clergy
of upcoming events.

It’s not too soon
to get ready for the
Christmas season.
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at
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consciously reflective
of theRuth
liturgy
1-780-842-2478
and the spiritual life, encouraging
excellence in the practice of ministry,
engaged in current issues of society,
stained glass
connected to church communities and
Church
Windows
offering financial support in all programs. For more information please
contact: Faculty of Divinity, Trinity
College, 6 Hoskin Avenue, Toronto
ON M5S 1H8 (416) 978-2133
divinity@trinity.utoronto.ca
ARTISTS AND CRAFTSMEN
IN STAINED GLASS
________________________________
(905) 669-4244

Paying Top Dollar
Dominion and Bank of Canada
Buying, Auction or Consignment
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Robert
McCausland
Limited
Artists & Craftsmen of
Stained Glass since 1856
TRADITIONAL OR
CONTEMPORARY
ORIGINAL DESIGNS
EXPERT RESTORATIONS
AND REPAIRS

This Christmas,
Email: mccausland@sprynet.com
support
local –
Website: www.eternalglass.com
support
Canadian.
30 Chauncey Ave.,
Toronto, Ont. M8Z 2Z4
Telephone (416) 233-9530
Fax (416) 234-5450

Call Toll Free
1-800-563-1555

CANTER
Windsor
Universit
Doctora
active cle
Commu
and enri
accomm
universit
furnished
dents in
tion con
College,
Windsor
519-256
e-mail: c
web site
general/

16

anglican journal

• november 2015

Remember when travel meant
adventures with new friends?
It still does.

Experience our World
by Sea

by Land

by River

Oceans Alive
Cruising the Panama Canal
Holland America • ms Maasdam
March 15, 2016 • 15 Days

South Africa plus Victoria Falls and Chobe
February 2 & March 2, 2016 • 23 Days

The Waterways of Holland and Belgium
Including Keukenhof Gardens
Roundtrip Amsterdam
May 6, 2016 • 9 Days

Incan Empires
Holland America • ms Zaandam
April 1, 2016 • 27 Days
Circle Hawaii
Holland America • ms Zaandam
April 27, 2016 • 19 Days
Greece, In the Footsteps of St. Paul
Voyages to Antiquity • mv Aegean Odyssey
April 27, 2016 • 15 Days
Norway, Land of the Midnight Sun
Hurtigruten • ms Nordnorge
May 26, 2016 • 16 Days
and more....

Sri Lanka and the Maldives
February 15, 2016 • 19 Days
Colombia, Coffee and Culture
February 19, 2016 • 13 Days
Costa Rica Natural Wonders
February 21 & March 11, 2016 • 15 Days
The Passions of Chile and Argentina
February 26, 2016 • 16 Days
South India: Silk, Spice and Sand
March 4, 2016 • 20 Days
Japan, Sakura Cherry Blossoms
March 23, 2016 • 15 Days
and more....

Taste of Bordeaux
Paris, Bordeaux and the Loire Valley
May 31, 2016 • 14 Days
Grand Lower Danube
Istanbul to Bucharest to Budapest
June 14, 2016 • 15 Days
French Savior Vivre
Paris to Lyon
September 26, 2016 • 11 Days
Inspirations of the Seine
Paris to Normandy
September 29, 2016 • 11 Days
and more....

1-800-387-8890 • www.craigtravel.com • news@craigtravel.com
Exceeding expectations everywhere we go! Contact us for your FREE Brochure

Look for the poppy for gifts to give
in memory of loved ones

Gifts
for

Mission

Each of you should use
whatever gift you have
received to serve others, as
faithful stewards of God’s
grace in its various forms.

—1 Peter 4:10 (niv)
Gifts of remembrance

Supplement Section to the Anglican Journal • nov. 2015 • vol 1, issue 3

A gift of

$55

End Homelessness,
support affordable housing
Your gift will help the church to be actively
involved in ending homelessness by developing
advocacy skills, sharing wisdom, and creating
partnerships and support networks.
Item 085

A gift of

$50

Support the Sacred Circle
Your gift will assist in bringing participants together for the
next Sacred Circle and provide seed funding for a
Sacred Circle gathering of young people.
Item 027

A gift of

$50

Provide vital transition
support for former offenders
Circles of Support and
Accountability (CoSA), a national
program based on restorative justice
principles, provides support
to help former offenders
transition back into their
communities. When
well supported in this
transition, studies show
individuals are significantly
less likely to reoffend.

A gift of

$50

Support the
spiritual ministry
to the Canadian
Armed Forces
Anglican chaplains provide
pastoral, spiritual, and
emotional support for
service personnel, including
religious services in a variety
of military operations
where the realities of death,
grief, morality and duty
prevail.
Your gift will support the Bishop
Ordinariate in this vital ministry
on behalf of all Canadian
Anglicans.
Item 060

Your gift will help to effectively
transition an individual from
incarceration to living within a
community.
Item 100

Call us toll free at 1-866-924-9192 • MORE GIFTS at anglican.ca/giftguide
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Give a gift
of food
security.

—Archbishop
Fred Hiltz, Primate

Kids

Rock
Two goats

$160
Bring hope to families in need
Two goats for $160 can breed and provide offspring, and
provide protein and income to a family living with AIDS.
Item 068-a (two goats)

A Primate’s World Relief and
Development initiative

Gifts from the FredSays
global campaign on food
security. For outreach
project resources, please
visit FredSays.ca

Rice

Your gift of $80
provides a dairy goat
and hope to a family
living with AIDS.
Item 068-b (one goat)

One goat

$100

Fund a rice mill in the Philippines
PWRDF partner Farmers’ Development
Centre (FARDEC) operates a rice mill
that pays farmers more for their rice and
charges less to mill it. The extra income
farmers receive allows their children to go
to school and to eat better.

A gift of

$300

is Nice

Your gift can keep the mill open for a week.
Item 074

$80

One spot

GREEN

Help a Cuban farmer learn food
preservation techniques
Did you know? Your gift of $300 will send a Cuban farmer
to a “train the trainers” event.
Item 091-a
Your gift of $150 covers half
Half a spot the cost of sending a Cuban
farmer to a “train the trainers”
event.
Item 091-b

A gift of

$600

$80

$250

Build a spirulina tank

Help an AIDS patient back on their feet

Tamil refugees living in India have become
world leaders in the cultivation of spirulina,
nutritious algae that is dried and given to
children and nursing mothers in more than
100 refugee camps in Tamil Nadu, India.

People living with AIDS in Mozambique are
usually so sick that they can’t leave their beds.
Strong anti-retroviral drugs (ARVs) must
be taken with food twice a day to control
their illness. Bedridden patients don’t always
have enough food, so they stop taking their
medications.

Your gift will help outfit a spirulina tank in a refugee
camp in India and train refugees to cultivate spirulina.
Item 046

$150

A gift of

Give a community access to health care
Your gift will provide a bicycle ambulance to a community—
and save lives.
Item 069

Your gift will provide two months of nutritious food for an
AIDS patient.
Item 090

ORDER

in 3 easy steps!

Mail completed form to: ANGLICAN CHURCH OF CANADA
		
Resources for Mission
		 80 Hayden St., Toronto, ON M4Y 3G2
Order online: www.anglican.ca/giftguide (More gifts there!)
Phone: 1-866-924-9192

1 Select your gifts

A gift of

Help in the spiritual
battle against suicide

$125

Suicide rates among First Nations youth may be
five to seven times the national average.
Your gift will help support the Anglican Church of Canada’s
response to this national tragedy, helping to create
community-based suicide prevention strategies.
Item 029

Support partnership
and healing in the
Canadian North

A gift of

Nutrition and
income for
refugees

$125

Item Description
GIFTS on the FRONT PAGE

A gift of

$25

027
085
100
060

Your gift will help a refugee
group to produce 500 jars
of peanut butter to provide
nutrition and income to
refugee families in Kenya.
Item 098

Your gift will supplement the
church’s annual grant to the Council
of the North, supporting mission,
innovation, partnership, and
healing among the people of the
North.
Item 028

A gift of

$35

PWRDF helps groups of
people living with AIDS to
start a business raising chickens,
which provides food and
income for the families, and helps to build
the self-respect of the recipients, who are no
longer reliant on handouts.

Your gift will provide eggs, equipment,
and training to an AIDS group looking
to support themselves.
Item 077
Every dollar is matched by THREE dollars from the Department of Foreign
Affairs, Trade and Development Canada (DFATD).

Page 2

A gift of

$85

A gift of

$300

Provide a place for
mothers to give birth safely

Help a refugee
build a home

Often a hundred or more children are born
each month to women using Mothers-inWaiting houses in Mozambique. Women come
here to be attended by nurses and are just steps
from the clinic in case of complications with
the birth.

When refugees arrive at camps like the
Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya, they
are given a tent to live in. With help from
PWRDF, many build their own homes in
the camps. After a family has built brick
walls, the refugee camp helps with a roof
and framing.

Your gift will allow 100 children to be born safely at a
Mothers-in-Waiting house in Mozambique.
Item 076

Your gift will finish a home for a family in the
refugee camp. Item 092

Call us toll free at 1-866-924-9192

068-a
068-b
074
091-a
091-b
046
090
029
028
069
098
077
076
092
022

A gift of

$85

$50
$55
$50
$50

___
___
___
___

______
_______
______
______

Give two goats
$160
Give a goat
$80
Fund a rice mill
$100
Teach Cuban farmer (full) $300
Teach Cuban farmer (half) $150
Build a spirulina tank
$250
Help an AIDS patient
$80
Battle against suicide
$125
Healing in Canadian North $125
Access to health care
$600
Nutrition and income
$25
Raise chickens
$35
Birth safely
$85
Help refugee build a home $300
Anglican healing fund
$85

___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___
___

______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______

___
___
___
___
___

______
______
______
______
______

GIFTS on PAGE 4

Support the Anglican fund for healing and reconciliation

097
096
087
079
999

Community-based radio
$40
Clean water
$300
Teenagers for Christ
$50
Staying connected
$50
EVERY GIFT HERE!
$3,145

Total Amount $ ___________

The church is dedicated to repairing the damage done to
the languages and cultures of Indigenous peoples by Indian
residential schools, which the Anglican Church of Canada
helped run.

Steps 2 and 3 on page 4...
LEGEND

Your gift will enable the healing to continue.
Item 022

MORE GIFTS at anglican.ca/giftguide

Support Sacred Circle
End homelessness
Support for offenders
Bishop Ordinariate

Total

GIFTS on PAGES 2 and 3

+ No.1 gift to share with a grandchild
Outfit a chicken farm
in Africa

Price Qty

Page 3

Gift of remembrance
Gift toward the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada
Gift toward The Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund
Every dollar is matched by THREE dollars from the Department of
Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development Canada (DFATD).

Clean water
for 100 people!

s for ACW and outreach groups
a
e
d
i
t
c
e
j
o
r
P
Help others access
community-based radio programs

A gift of

Provide the gift of water
to a community

Your gift will provide a crank radio to help people
learn more about their health and to share the
knowledge with their community.
Item 097

$300

In many parts of the world, people—usually women and girls—
have to walk kilometres to and from a water source every day.
Collecting water for their families takes hours of their time and
much of their energy. Boreholes are shafts dug down to create
wells in villages around the world, providing clean water to
thousands of people, and saving them hours of time and effort
each day.

$40

Your gift will provide clean water to 100 people.
Item 096

Place your
GIFTS for MISSION order
in 3 easy steps!

1

Select Your Gifts (on page 3) 3

2

Enter Your Name
and Address

________________________________
Name
________________________________
Address
________________________________
City
________________________________
Province
________________________________
Postal Code

3

Choose a Method
of Payment

Please send one payment for
your entire order! Enclose your
payment with this order form
in the inserted Gift for Mission
postage-paid reply envelope.
You can also go to anglican.ca/
giftguide to place your order
online, or call 1-866-924-9192 to
place your order by telephone.
Your gift is tax-deductible.
Please make cheques and money
orders payable to the Anglican
Church of Canada.

________________________________
Phone

c Cheque Enclosed

________________________________
Email

c Credit Card:
c VISA
c MasterCard

________________________________
Parish/Congregation

c Money Order

_________________________________
Card Number

Gift
for you

You will receive an attractive card
for each gift you purchase so you
can personalize and send cards to
your friends and loved ones.
c Please check here if you do not
wish to receive cards.
Your donations go directly to
their stated use unless an item is
overfunded, in which case funds
will be allocated to an area of
similar need.
You can order Gifts for Mission
gift cards year-round. If you would
like to have your cards delivered
by Christmas, your order must be
received by Dec. 4, 2015.
Gifts for Mission 11/2015

_________________________________
Card Number continued
_________________________________
Expiration Date

Empower young people to spread the Gospel
Teenagers
for Christ
in Cuba

A gift of

$50

Your gift will
support this important new
ministry of the Episcopal Church
of Cuba and help develop the
next generation of young Cuban
Anglican leaders, through
Bible study, discussion, and
friendship.
Item 087

_________________________________
Signature

For over 50 years, THE
PRIMATE’S WORLD RELIEF
AND DEVELOPMENT FUND has
responded to emergencies, worked with
partners to build communities, helped
refugees, and striven for global justice.

Help leaders stay connected,
stay strong
Your gift will bring diocesan youth leaders
together annually for connection, formation,
and visioning, and empowers
youth leaders to deliver quality
A gift of
programming and youth
outreach in all parts of the
country. Item 079

The ANGLICAN CHURCH
OF CANADA acknowledges
that God is calling us to
greater diversity of membership, wider
participation in ministry and leadership,
better stewardship in God’s creation, and
a stronger resolve in challenging attitudes
and structures that cause injustice.
Charitable Registration
No. 10808 2835 RR0001

$50

Every dollar is matched by THREE dollars from the Department of Foreign
Affairs, Trade and Development Canada (DFATD).
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Call us toll free at 1-866-924-9192

