














However, as femLINKpaci ¢ executive director
Sharon Bhagwan Rolls pointed out in a round-table
discussion on ‘Securing the Peacé'it is not merely a
guestion of strengthening women’s capacity to speak
out on their own issues. There is an equivalent and
pressing need to ensure that women’s concerns are
transformed into language that in uences policy mak-
ers and national leaders.

It is also important to create women’s peace
networks through which to contribute to the preven-
tion of further con ict. Community communications
(especially radio) offer a locally-driven, locally-owned
and inclusive process where women can assert their
right to participate in the decisions being taken about
their future.

Those responsible for the mass media — as pub-
lic service media — have a duty to represent women'’s
concerns fairly and adequately. Balanced and objective
inclusion of women'’s perspectives in news coverage,
holding governments and of cial bodies up to public
scrutiny, and promoting an ethos of responsibility and
accountability are three guiding principles.

As Cora Weiss, President of the Hague Appeal
for Peace, said in her speech ‘Vision for Women in the
21st Century’: ‘I dream of peace and justice. | dream
women will make it happen.’® Communication by
women can help make it happen. Q
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