APPLIED RADIATION ONCOLOGY

GUEST In the Mix: Fostering Mentorship Through
ED|TO R|A|_ a Student and Faculty Research Mixer

Y. Son g, BA Ithough radiatipn oncglogy }.1as begome a highly competitive specialty, early

exposure remains elusive. With the increasing role of oncology interest groups
to positively impact medical student learning about oncology and specialty choice,'
we developed a novel method to introduce students to radiation oncology with path-
ways for mentorship.

Partnering with the Moffitt Cancer Center Department of Radiation Oncology, the
University of South Florida Radiation Oncology Interest Group (ROIG) organized a
wine and cheese research mixer during the first months of the medical school year.
Interested medical students would submit their resume in advance and receive access
to a project database with physician research interests and ongoing projects.

After welcoming remarks from the department leadership, students would rotate
to tables arranged by disease site where they would interact with faculty physicians,
physicists, and residents. At the end of each rotation and before moving to the next
table, attendees shared contact information to set up a more formal future meeting
time. The event concluded with a group photo that was posted on social media to
heighten awareness.

Mentorship has been identified by medical students, residents, and faculty as an
important component of research productivity in radiation oncology.?* Previously
established undergraduate medical education mentorship programs in radiation on-
cology were also shown to strongly affect medical student career choice, as a major-
ity of participants pursued radiation oncology as a specialty.? Similarly, in residency,
the Radiation Oncology Academic Development and Mentorship Assessment Proj-
ect (ROADMAP) study identified that mentorship positively influences the academic
productivity and career direction of residents.*

Along with increased exposure to radiation oncology, this event was also able to
foster important research and career mentorships that have resulted in presentations
at national/international meetings and peer-reviewed manuscripts. Early opportuni-
ties like this could boost the visibility of radiation oncology as a career choice to first-
and second-year medical students.
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