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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Before watching Pomegranate, we invite you to experience the
Canadian Opera Company’s land acknowledgement 

where the water meets the land by watching this video.

This artwork was created by Rebecca Cuddy and Julie McIsaac, 
as inaugural participants in the COC’s 

Land Acknowledgement Commissioning Program. 

Visit coc.ca/land-acknowledgement for more information.

Detail from where the water meets the land by Rebecca Cuddy and Julie McIsaac
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Welcome to the Canadian Opera Company Theatre (COCT) and the world premiere of Pomegranate by 
composer Kye Marshall and librettist Amanda Hale. 
 
The COCT is part of the larger Joey and Toby Tanenbaum Opera Centre that houses our administrative 
offices, rehearsal facilities, and many elements of the COC’s production and creative work, including our 
wigs, costumes, and props departments.
 
The incredible room you’re in today is a dedicated theatre space for original, contemporary works that 
break down boundaries and make room for new voices, especially those previously unheard or historically 
underrepresented at opera companies. It’s an intimate space that closely connects audiences to the art 
form, with flexibility to adapt to the creator’s vision, and allows a showcase for the incredible artistic talent 
in our community.
 
Pomegranate is a labour of love that began as a conversation between friends, was workshopped over years 
across the city, evolving and slowly building up a following as early audiences were delighted to witness 
a story about the beauty and challenges of a timeless connection between two women. Pomegranate has 
now arrived as a fully-staged opera that includes lush orchestration, performed here by our COC Orchestra, 
as well as moving choral numbers performed by our COC Chorus. Its female-led creative team features 
Jennifer Tarver as director and Rosemary Thomson conducting, as well the COC debuts of mezzo-soprano 
Adanya Dunn and soprano Danielle Buonaiuto as the story’s young lovers.
 
These performances of Pomegranate have sold out before opening night—and I believe that’s a powerful 
testament to how ready our audiences are for new and diverse storytelling. Under my leadership, the 
Canadian Opera Company is proud to commission, create, nurture, and support this work and we are 
thrilled to present this exciting world premiere.

Enjoy Pomegranate!

Perryn Leech
COC General Director

WELCOME TO THE 
CANADIAN OPERA COMPANY THEATRE
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Camille Rogers and Rebecca Gray in 
Pomegranate (Buddies in Bad Times 
Theatre, 2019). Photo: Dahlia Katz.

Great opera
lives here.

At BMO, we take pride in our local communities, 
and the artists that contribute to the cultural 
diversity and creative richness of our cities. 

We’re proud to be the Canadian Opera Company’s 
2022/23 Season Sponsor.



Pat Murphy ran the Fly By Night lesbian bar in the heart of 
Toronto’s downtown core from 1979 to 1981. The bar was located on 
Dundas Street East behind a hotel advertising “Girls, girls, girls!” 
Pat was one of the famous Brunswick Four—a group of women who 
were arrested for singing “I enjoy being a Dyke” (takeoff from the 
1958 musical, Flower Drum Song) in the Brunswick House pub. She 
was a feminist, a spokesperson for lesbian and gay rights, and a 
strong political activist. We honour Pat’s memory and dedicate 
this production of Pomegranate to her as the “Priestess” of the 
Fly By Night, where she held a safe space for us.

“Operation Soap” was the code name for the 1981 Toronto 
Bathhouse Raids. This was Toronto’s Stonewall. The police 
violence and brutality that took the patrons of four separate gay 
bars by surprise on a cold February night, and ruined the lives 
of many who were closeted for fear of losing their families and 
jobs, backfired on the police by sparking the rage of the gay and 
lesbian communities, thus empowering what became the LGBTQ 
movement. 

We acknowledge Vincenzo Pietropaolo for his generosity in 
consultations on Toronto’s Italian immigrant culture during 
the 1970s/80s; about language, customs, and the dangerous 
construction work engaged in by many of the male immigrants. 
Vincenzo is renowned for his photo-documentation of Toronto’s 
Italian community, as well as for many social justice issues. 
His most recent book, Toronto as Community: Fifty Years of 
Photographs, is a retrospective journey in images and words. 

CREATORS’ ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
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MUSIC BY KYE MARSHALL
LIBRETTO BY AMANDA HALE 
WORLD PREMIERE   w   Opera in two acts   w   Co-production with Vancouver Opera
Sung in English   w   June 2, 3, 4, 2023

Suli/Suzie 
Adanya DunnD

Cassia/Cass 
Danielle BuonaiutoD

Livia/Suzie’s Mother 
Catherine DanielD

Marcus/Uncle Salvatore 
Peter Barrett^

Priestess/Jules 
Teiya Kasahara 笠原 貞野^
 

Conductor 
Rosemary ThomsonD

Director 
Jennifer TarverD

Set Designer 
Lorenzo Savoini

Costume Designer 
Andjelija DjuricD

Lighting Designer 
Kimberly PurtellD

Fight Director 
Matt Richardson

Price Family Chorus Master 
Sandra Horst^

Stage Manager 
Lesley Abarquez

Orchestral Copyist 
Ondrej Golias

DCOC mainstage debut     ^Graduate of the COC Ensemble Studio
Program information is correct at time of printing. All casting is subject to change.

Performance time is approximately two hours and 25 minutes, including one intermission.

THE CAST AND CREATIVE TEAM 
(in order of vocal appearance)

POMEGRANATE IS GENEROUSLY UNDERWRITTEN, IN PART, BY 

THE HONOURABLE NANCY RUTH, C.M.

PRESENTING SPONSOR OF 
EQUITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION INITIATIVES

MAJOR CULTURAL EVENT 2023

POMEGRANATE

ACT 1: 75 minutes    INTERMISSION: 20 minutes    ACT 2: 50 minutes

Sandra Horst and the COC Chorus are generously underwritten by Tim and Frances Price

The COC Orchestra is generously sponsored, in part, by W. Bruce C. Bailey, in honour of 
Christie Darville, COC Deputy General Director, and Johannes Debus, COC Music Director, and, 
in part, by The Schulich Foundation
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We believe that when people participate in 
their community, good things can happen.

We’re proud to support the Canadian Opera Company. As 
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The twists and turns of my musical career that 
enabled me to compose Pomegranate’s eclectic 
music have been guided by close encounters with 
significant people. It started with my mother who 
insisted I take my Grade 8 piano exam. I accused 
her of “blighting my life” as I would rather have 
been playing baseball than practice. Of course 
I would never have the tools to be a composer 
without that grounding in music and I am eternally 
grateful to her.

In high school I started the double bass and in 
Grade 10 we got a new dynamite and inspiring 
teacher, Natalie Kuzmich. She needed an extra 
cello player and I agreed only to please her; I had 
only heard cello played by an untalented student 
and had no idea what it could sound like—when I 
did, it was love at first sound.

After university (where I studied music education) 
I got a job with the touring orchestra of the 
Canadian Opera Company! Full circle. It was my 
first encounter with opera and it was great fun. We 
toured The Barber of Seville starting in Winnipeg 
and ending up in Alaska. 

I became a gigging musician in Toronto. However, 
I decided I wanted to compose and chose to 
study with a jazzer, Gord Delamont. I had an 
intuitive sense that I had to study with him and 
it was a decision that changed my life. Through 
Gordon I met Carolyn Lomax who had founded 
the Association of Canadian Women Composers. 
Up until this time I did not know that women 
composers existed: not once during my whole 
music education did I play or hear about a piece 
written by a woman. She arranged a concert in a 
proper concert venue as well as on CBC Radio. My 
first string quartet had an audience! 

I started to realize the cello could play different 
musical styles other than classical. I started 
performing with free improv groups but I also 
needed structure so I decided to pursue jazz, 
studying and performing on my cello. Don 
Thompson, Canada’s premiere jazz performer and 
composer, continues to be my mentor and friend. I 
went on to produce five jazz CDs of original music.

It the early 80s I met Amanda Hale, a multitalented 
playwright, poet, and visual artist. She gave me 
her Pomegranate poems and I was entranced. She 
agreed to my request to set them to music so we 
hired a harpist and two singers and Pomegranate 
was born. Amanda is a very musical writer and 

COMPOSER’S NOTE
her words just flow into music for me. Years of 
development and workshops led us to here, to the 
COC. We thank Roberto Mauro [COC’s Director, 
Artistic Planning] for his faith in us, his kindness, 
and his guidance.

All the experiences I have had over my 
eclectic music career prepared me to compose 
Pomegranate which takes place in two very 
different time periods requiring music that ranges 
in style from classical to blues, ballads, bossa, and 
a bit of funk.

This opera couldn’t have happened for me without 
the wisdom, support, and guidance from my 
partner Linda Briskin. Thank you Linda.

I have been asked why it is important that 
Pomegranate is staged. I think it is essential 
that the world sees members of the LGBTQ2S+ 
community portrayed on a main stage—as ordinary 
people who fall in love. 

One of the opera’s main messages is about the 
illusion of safety. In both acts there are spaces that 
seem safe and protected—the Temple of Isis and 
the lesbian bar—but, in reality, they are not safe. 
Likewise the illusion/lack of safety of LGBTQ2S+ 
people that exists today, even right here in Canada.

LGBTQ2S+ rights are being violated more 
and more, worldwide; we are discriminated 
against in both subtle and brutal ways that still 
include execution in some countries. Hopefully 
Pomegranate will bring pleasure to audiences 
but also expand the acceptance arena of different 
styles of music and for more LGBTQ2S+ 
perspectives and stories in opera.

In Canada, 64% of LGBTQ2S+ students do not feel 
safe in school.

417 anti-LGBTQ2S+ bills have been introduced in 
state legislatures across the United States. 

45% of LGBTQ2S+ Canadian youth seriously 
considered attempting suicide in the past year.*

Kye Marshall
May 2023
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In 2001 I visited the ruins of Pompeii and entered 
the Villa of Mysteries, with its mosaic floor, and 
frescoed walls. The fresco images told me a tale of 
rituals passed through by young women housed 
in that Villa—something like a girls’ boarding 
school—where they slept behind the wine press 
and passed through daily rituals in preparation for 
initiation into the Dionysian Mysteries, perhaps 
becoming Maenads in the Bacchanalian revelries.

A couple of years later I began to write the story of 
Suli and Cassia as a Mediterranean love story in 
poetic form. I published the Pomegranate poems 
in 2007. When Kye Marshall set some of them to 
music, five of the poems became a song cycle, 
capturing the arc of Suli and Cassia’s ritualized 
love affair. On March 8, 2014, we presented this 
10-minute cycle at Toronto’s Heliconian Club, with 
two young singers, and a harpist from The Glenn 
Gould School. The audience was enchanted by 
the music Kye had composed for the love duets, 
and encouraged us to develop Pomegranate into a 
chamber opera.

Over the next five years Pomegranate grew 
in complexity, with plot twists and additional 
characters, including a Centurion from Rome, 
charged with destroying the Mystery cults 
throughout the Empire. It is a clandestine world 
we enter through Cass’s fantasy in Act 1. The 
Priestess honors the Goddess Isis in her Temple; 
Suli and Cassia meet and fall in love in the Villa 
of Mysteries; the voice of Vesuvius rumbles 
throughout until the climactic eruption that 
destroys Pompeii. But this is Cass’s fantasy, so all is 
not lost. However, she must now face the music of 
1980s Toronto in the Fly By Night bar.

Kye and I became acquainted in the heyday 
of Toronto’s feminist fervor. We danced in the 
lesbian bars of the day, and were immersed in 
lesbian-feminist politics. Act 2 is informed by 
our memories of that exciting time as Toronto 
became home to many political immigrants from 

LIBRETTIST’S NOTE
Latin America and Europe, enriching the city 
with cultural diversity and an empowered LGBTQ 
movement.

We have worked together on Pomegranate 
since 2014, incorporating ideas and suggestions 
from Toronto’s generous community of opera 
professionals, starting with Michael Mori at 
Tapestry Opera, who guided us through two 
developmental workshops, and directed an initial 
production of Pomegranate at Buddies in Bad 
Times Theatre in June 2019, coinciding with 
Pride Month. Roberto Mauro attended a Buddies 
performance and has been our guide into the arena 
of the Canadian Opera Company, resulting in the 
inclusion of Pomegranate in the COC’s 2022/2023 
season. 

What you see now is the world premiere of a 
re-visioned production of Pomegranate—same 
music, same story, enriched by the addition of a 
six-member chorus, an expanded orchestra, new 
costumes and scenic design—in other words, 
all the benefits of an expanded budget, and the 
generosity of our major donor, Nancy Ruth. 
During these years, we have worked with many 
talented professionals, and are now privileged to 
be working with Jennifer Tarver as director and 
Rosemary Thomson as musical director, together 
with an excellent team of theatrical designers 
and technicians. In addition, we are supported by 
the COC’s amazing team of administrative and 
promotional staff.

Pomegranate will tour to Vancouver in August 
2024 for a production by Vancouver Opera in 
celebration of Pride Week. We are proud to be the 
creators of a rare lesbian opera with both political 
and classical content. On a personal note, I feel 
blessed to be working with Kye Marshall whose 
hauntingly beautiful music has brought this love 
story to life.    

Amanda Hale
May 2023
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Watch “The Making of Pomegranate” video HERE.

https://vimeo.com/827725655/a59a95b46c


   

1128 Yonge St., 4th Floor
Toronto, ON  M4W 2L8

Date: May 29, 2023 Approvals: Date: Signature:
Filename_ Version# Studio:
COC230034_2324_RAC_PomProgramAd_FNL

Client: COC 23/24 Creative: JF Creative:
Desc: Pomegranate Program Ad Studio: CR

Supplier: Accounts: SR

Trim: 6.5" x 9.25" 4/0 Proofreader:

Bleed: 6.8" x 9.55" 4 Col Process

Safety/Live: 6" x 8.75"

  
Preflight:

File Built at: 100% (1:1)

PMS PMS

NOTES:
Accounts:

SUBSCRIPTIONS ON SALE NOW
coc.ca/2324

CANADIAN OPERA COMPANY THEATRE
227 Front St. E.

FOUR SEASONS CENTRE FOR 
THE PERFORMING ARTS 
145 Queen St. W.

haui x sean mayes

APORTIA 
CHRYPTYCH
A BLACK OPERA FOR PORTIA WHITE
WO R LD P R E M I E R E

beethoven

FIDELIO
puccini

LA BOHÈME

THE CUNNING  
LITTLE VIXEN
mozart

DON GIOVANNI
donizetti

DON PASQUALE
cherubini

MEDEA



SYNOPSIS
On a fateful trip to Pompeii’s ruins, the fantasies of smitten teenagers Suzie and Cass are 
ignited. They are transported from 1977 to 79 AD, where they discover romantic freedom in 
the looming shadow of Mount Vesuvius – but not for long. The timeline shifts to 1981 and the 
Fly by Night, a Toronto lesbian bar, in the aftermath of the infamous Bathhouse Raids. As the 
couple struggles to repair their love in the face of homophobia and a family ultimatum, the 
tragedy unfolds, revealing a transcendent love. 

ACT 1
Outside the Bar: February 5, 1981 

On a cold winter night Cass, estranged from 
her lover, is waiting outside for the Fly By 
Night to open. She remembers when she and 
Suzie fell in love three years ago on a school 
trip to the ruins of Pompeii.

Jules, the bartender, interrupts the reverie, 
and invites Cass into the Fly By Night. 
“Forget Suzie, Come on in, have a drink.” 
But as Cass lingers on the street, the light 
flickers, something begins to shift, and once 
more she is gazing with Suzie at the Ash-
Embrace bodies of two lovers ‘frozen in time.’ 
The girls are transported to Pompeii 79 AD, 
to the Villa of Mysteries where they fall in 
love during initiation into the Dionysian 
Mysteries. The Priestess names them Cassia 
and Suli, and vows to protect them against 
Roman Centurion Marcus Quintus, who 
is enchanted with Suli, and determined to 
destroy the Mystery Cult and take her to 
Rome. The Priestess predicts “a coming 
devastation” as Vesuvius rumbles ever 
louder, and Marcus and his legion invade the 
inner sanctum of the Temple of Isis.

ACT 2: 
Saturday night at the Fly by Night: February 
6, 1981.

Jules the Bartender encourages the women 
to join a protest march against police 
brutality during last night’s Bathhouse Raids. 
Cass mourns her breakup with Suzie. Jules 
and the women tell Cass to forget her. 

When Suzie enters the bar, the estranged 
lovers reminisce about meeting in high 
school, and becoming lovers after their 
school trip to Pompeii. Suzie reveals that 
she’s just come out to her mother. Cass has 
been thrown out by her own parents and 
lives in a lonely basement apartment. She 
wants Suzie to move in with her, but Suzie 
won’t leave her widowed mom. The couple 
argue and Cass worries about Suzie’s future; 
about her uncle’s plans to marry her off.

When Suzie’s uncle bursts into the bar, all 
hell breaks loose. He and Suzie’s mother 
have followed Suzie and plan to take her 
home, but Suzie wants freedom to reunite 
with Cass. She is given an impossible 
choice—to take the protection of family, or 
go with her lover and be banished forever 
from her Italian immigrant community. 

Everyone exits to join the protest march, 
leaving Cass to bid farewell to her fantasy 
in a final duet. Suli appears holding a 
pomegranate in her hands. They vow to 
“remember where we have been.”
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VIOLIN I
Marie Bérard, Concertmaster
 The Concertmaster’s chair has 

been endowed in perpetuity by 
Joey and Toby Tanenbaum

Aaron Schwebel, Associate 
Concertmaster

Jamie Kruspe, Assistant 
Concertmaster

VIOLIN II
Paul Zevenhuizen, Principal
Csaba Koczó, Assistant Principal
James Aylesworth 

VIOLA
Sheila Jaffé, Principal
Joshua Greenlaw, Assistant 

Principal

CELLO
Leana Rutt, Associate Principal, 

Acting Principal
Paul Widner, Assistant Principal, 

Acting Associate Principal
Olga Laktionova

BASS
Tony Flynt, Principal

FLUTE
Douglas Stewart, Principal (leave 

of absence)
Shelley Brown, Acting Principal

OBOE
Mark Rogers, Principal

CLARINET, BASS CLARINET,
ALTO SAXOPHONE
Dominic Desautels, Principal

BASSOON
Eric Hall, Principal

HORN
Scott Wevers, Principal
Janet Anderson
 
TRUMPET
Robert Weymouth, Principal 
 (leave of absence) 
Amy Horvey, Acting Principal*

TROMBONE
Robert Conquer, Principal

TIMPANI
Nicholas Stoup, Principal

CANADIAN OPERA COMPANY ORCHESTRA
PERCUSSION
Trevor Tureski, Principal
Nicholas Stoup

HARP
Sarah Davidson, Principal (leave of 

absence)
Sanya Eng, Acting Principal*

ELECTRIC PIANO
Trevor Chartrand*

ELECTRIC BASS
Samuel Vachon*

MUSIC LIBRARIAN & STAGE 
LIBRARIAN

Wayne Vogan

ASSISTANT MUSIC LIBRARIAN & 
STAGE LIBRARIAN

Ondrej Golias

PERSONNEL MANAGER
Ian Cowie 

* extra musician

CANADIAN OPERA COMPANY CHORUS
SOPRANOS
Lindsay Barrett  
Alexandra Lennox

MEZZO-SOPRANOS
Susan Black         
Sandra Boyes
Erica Iris Huang
Megan Quick
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DCOC mainstage debut     †Current member of the COC Ensemble Studio

^Graduate of the COC Ensemble Studio

MUSIC STAFF
Trevor Chartrand (Head Coach)D

Brian Cho† (Ensemble Studio Intern Coach)

ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR 
Jennifer TungD

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, MOVEMENT 
COORDINATOR, AND 

INTIMACY COORDINATOR
Marie-Josée ChartierD

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER
Stephanie Marrs

UNDERSTUDIES
Cassia/Cass Midori Marsh† 
Suli/Suzie  Alex Hetherington† 
Livia/Maria (Suzie’s Mother) Simona Genga^
Marcus/Uncle Salvatore  Jonah Spungin†
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BIOGRAPHIES

CATHERINE DANIEL, Livia/Maria (Mezzo-soprano; Edmonton, AL)
COC DEBUT. RECENT: Katie Ellen, Omar (Boston Lyric Opera); Madame, La Flambeau 
(Orchestre classique de Montréal); Soloist, Messiah/Complex (Against the Grain Theatre); Erda, 
Das Rheingold; Emelda Griffith, Champion (Opéra de Montréal); Santuzza, Cavalleria rusticana; 
Elisabetta, Maria Stuarda (Knoxville Opera); Carmen, La Tragédie de Carmen (The Little Opera 
Company); Jezebel/Angel, Elijah (Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra). UPCOMING: Fricka, Das 
Rheingold (Edmonton Opera)

DANIELLE BUONAIUTO, Cassia/Cass (Soprano; Brooklyn, NY, USA)
COC DEBUT. RECENT: [Helena], R.U.R. A Torrent of Light (Tapestry Opera); Julie, Julie (New 
Camerata Opera); Lauren, Different Stars (Film Freeway); Natasha, December (Essential Opera);  
ADDITIONAL CREDITS: Founding Member of ChamberQUEER

LESLEY ABARQUEZ, Stage Manager (Newmarket, ON) 
SELECT COC CREDITS: La Bohème (2009); Don Giovanni, Le Renard (2008); Die Walküre, The 
Bear/Swoon (2006); The Magic Flute (2005); Dido and Aeneas/Coffee Cantata (2004)
RECENT: Flight, Rinaldo, Svadba, Die Fledermaus, The Magic Flute (The Glenn Gould School); 
Figaro’s Wedding, Kopernikus, Orphée+, A Little Too Cozy (Against the Grain Theatre); Gould’s 
Wall, Shanawdithit, Tables Turned, Dark Star Requiem (Tapestry Opera). UPCOMING: Don 
Giovanni (National Arts Centre, Banff Centre for the Arts)

PETER BARRETT, Marcus/Uncle Salvatore (Baritone; Corner Brook, NL)
SELECT COC CREDITS: Amantio, Gianni Schicchi (2021); Colonel Wolseley, Louis Riel (2017); 
Moralès, Carmen (2016); Ned Keene, Peter Grimes (2013); Dr. Falke, Die Fledermaus (2012); 
Harlekin, Ariadne auf Naxos (2011). RECENT: Soloist, Ein deutsches Requiem (Calgary 
Philharmonic Orchestra); Ratefreund, Die Vögel (Pacific Opera Victoria); Scarpia, Tosca 
(Edmonton Opera); Dom, R.U.R. A Torrent of Light (Tapestry Opera); Marcello, La Bohème 
(Calgary Opera, Edmonton Opera, Minnesota Opera); Valentin, Faust (Vancouver Opera)

MARIE-JOSÉE CHARTIER, Assistant Director/Intimacy Coordinator (Toronto, ON)
COC DEBUT. RECENT: Rinaldo, Venus and Adonis (The Glenn Gould School); Love Songs, The 
Film (Le Vivier, Festival de Films sur l’Art); (as dancer) You see Us (MOonhORsE Dance Theatre)
UPCOMING: Faculty Mentor at Stimme, Lieb & Seele; Evolution: Classical 2023 (Banff Centre for 
the Arts)
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AMANDA HALE
(Librettist; Hornby Island, BC)
COC DEBUT. Amanda Hale 
began her writing career as 
an immigrant to Montréal 
in the 1970s. She has 
written for theatre, and has 
published novels, poetry, 

and short fiction collections. Her work has won 
wide acclaim, with awards such as the Prism 
International Prize for Creative Non-Fiction. 
Pomegranate marks her entry into the world 
of opera as librettist for this ground-breaking 
opera, seeded by her 2007 book of lesbian love 
poems.

KYE MARSHALL
(Composer; Toronto, ON)
COC DEBUT. Kye Marshall is an eclectic 
composer and cellist, whose love 
of melody and facility as a classical 
and jazz musician and avant-garde 
improviser inform her unique style of 
composition. She has performed with 

the Epic String Quartet, as principal cellist in the O’Keefe 
Centre Orchestra, and as assistant principal cellist in the 
National Ballet Orchestra. She has five CD’s of original jazz 
music to her credit. Her many chamber works have been 
performed across Canada and worldwide with ensembles 
such as I Solisti Veneti. Amidst four film scores, 40 jazz 
compositions, and music for theatre, dance, and CBC Radio 
drama, Pomegranate represents her first full-length opera 
composition. She is also an exhibiting photographer whose 
work will be on display in the lobby of the Canadian Opera 
Company Theatre during the run of Pomegranate.



Lead partners Supported by

Scott Joplin’s Treemonisha
~ a musical reimagining ~
A Volcano production in association with Canadian Opera Company, 
Soulpepper, and Moveable Beast

St. Lawrence Centre for the Arts
June 6 - 17, 2023 

Buy tickets at 
tolive.com 

Book and libretto adapted by Leah-Simone Bowen
Co-librettist: Cheryl L. Davis   
Arranged and orchestrated by: Jessie Montgomery and Jannina Norpoth

Present

Photo credit: Dahlia Katz. Artwork credit: Lost in the Island



LORENZO SAVOINI, Set Designer (Toronto, ON)
COC CREDITS: Così fan tutte (2009). RECENT: Mahabharata: Karma, Mahabharata: Dharma, 
Prince Hamlet (why not theatre); Idomeneus, A Streetcar Named Desire, Pipeline, Eurydice, 
Copenhagen, Father Comes Home From the Wars (Soulpepper Theatre); Network (Citadel 
Theatre, Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre [RMTC]); Mother’s Daughter (Stratford Festival, 
Soulpepper Theatre); Lady Chatterley’s Lover (Les Grands Ballets Canadiens); The Miser 
(Stratford Festival); Mary Poppins (The Grand Theatre, London); Julius Caesar (Crow’s Theatre)

JENNIFER TARVER, Director (Toronto, ON)
COC DEBUT. RECENT: Stabat Mater (Edmonton Opera); Svadba (The Glenn Gould School)
UPCOMING: (as Producer) New Voices Festival (Toronto Metropolitan University)

MATT RICHARDSON, Fight Director (Ottawa Valley, ON)
COC CREDITS: Fight Director, Tosca (2023); Dandy, Lucia di Lammermoor (2013). RECENT: 
Christie Pits Riot (The Hogtown Experience); Yerma, Detroit (Coal Mine Theatre); Villains!, Club 
Pirate, Hunt Fer Jack (Disney Cruise Lines); Henry V (Stratford Festival); Beauty and the Beast 
(Young Peoples’ Theatre); Dancock’s Dance (Hogtown Collective); Crazy For You (Port Hope 
Festival Theatre); The Clockmaker, Beauty and the Beast (Sudbury Theatre Centre); Macbeth 
(King’s Players)

TEIYA KASAHARA 笠原 貞野 (they/them), Priestess/Jules (Soprano; Toronto, ON)
SELECT COC CREDITS: Creator/Performer, The Queen In Me (2022); 2 Poems by Constantin 
Balmont, The Nightingale and Other Short Fables (Brooklyn Academy of Music Tour); 
Echo, Ariadne auf Naxos (2011); Frasquita, Carmen (2010). RECENT: Soloist, Beethoven’s 
9th Symphony (Kingston Symphony); Soloist, Songbook XII (Tapestry Opera). UPCOMING: 
Creator/Performer, The Butterfly Project (Toronto Summer Music Festival, Amplified Opera); 
Creator/Performer, The Queen In Me (National Arts Centre); Soloist, Verdi’s Requiem (Toronto 
Mendelssohn Choir)

KIMBERLY PURTELL, Lighting Designer (Toronto, ON)
COC DEBUT. RECENT: Indecent (Mirvish Productions, Studio 180 Theatre); The Resurrection, 
Dido and Aeneas (Opera Atelier); Anything Goes, Newsies (Arena Stage); Life Reflected, 
unDisrupted (National Arts Centre); The Barber of Seville (Vancouver Opera, Pacific Opera 
Victoria); Maggie (Theatre Aquarius); Gaslight, Cyrano de Bergerac, Our Town (Shaw Festival); 
A Wrinkle In Time, Hamlet, Man of La Mancha (Stratford Festival). UPCOMING: Don Giovanni 
(National Arts Centre); Frankenstein (Stratford Festival); Orpheus and Eurydice (Opera Atelier)

SANDRA HORST, Price Family Chorus Master (Toronto, ON)
SELECT COC CREDITS: Tosca, Macbeth, The Marriage of Figaro (2023); Carmen, The Flying 
Dutchman, The Magic Flute, La Traviata (2022). RECENT: (as Conductor) Orpheé+ (Edmonton 
Opera); A Comedic Trilogy, A Tale of Two Cities (UofT Opera). UPCOMING: Fidelio, La Bohème, 
The Cunning Little Vixen, Don Giovanni, Don Pasquale, Medea (COC). ADDITIONAL CREDITS: 
Director of Musical Studies at UofT Opera
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ANDJELIJA DJURIC, Costume Designer (Toronto, ON)
COC DEBUT. RECENT: (as Set Designer) Toka (lemonTree creations); (as Set and Costume 
Designer) Svadba (Royal Conservatory of Music); Revolt She Said (Discord and Din Theatre); 
A City (Necessary Angel Theatre Company); It Comes In Waves (Necessary Angel Theatre 
Company, bluemouth inc.); Eunoia (Fujiwara Dance Inventions); Little Match Girl Passion 
(Soundstreams)

ADANYA DUNN (she/her), Suli/Suzie (Mezzo-soprano; Toronto, ON)
COC DEBUT. RECENT: Tisbe, La Cenerentola (Manitoba Opera); Hermia, A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream (Santa Fe Opera); Soloist, WANDELCONCERT: A Performance Journey through the Red 
Light District (Red Light Arts & Culture); Soloist, Mozart’s Requiem (Orchestre philharmonique 
de Radio France, Festival de Pâques); Soloist, Philhar’Intime Barbara Hannigan (Orchestre 
philharmonique de Radio France); Zenobia, Radamisto (Residentie Orkest Den Haag); Berio 
Sequenza III (New European Ensemble Belgium)



A big thank you to 
our friends at Pride Toronto for 
naming this world premiere of 

POMEGRANATE a Pride Toronto 
2023 major cultural event.

Adanya Dunn (Suli/Suzie) and Danielle Buonaiuto (Cassia/Cass) in rehearsal for the COC’s Pomegranate, 2023



ROSEMARY THOMSON, Conductor (Kelowna, BC)
COC DEBUT. RECENT: Béatrice et Bénédict (Opera Kelowna); H.M.S. Pinafore (Vancouver 
Opera); Shanawdithit (Tapestry Opera). UPCOMING: Così fan tutte (Opera Kelowna).
ADDITIONAL CREDITS: Artistic Director of Opera Kelowna; Music Director of Okanagan 
Symphony Orchestra; Conductor-in-Residence of Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra (2001-2005)

JENNIFER TUNG, Assistant Conductor (Toronto, ON) 
COC DEBUT. RECENT: Show Room (Continuum); Of The Sea (Tapestry Opera, Obsidian 
Theatre); Gould’s Wall (Tapestry Opera, Royal Conservatory of Music); S.O.S. Sketch Opera 
Singers (Tapestry Opera); Shanawdithit (Tapestry Opera, Opera on the Avalon); Plaything 
(Opera McGill); Don Giovanni, Tosca, Cavalleria rusticana, Nabucco (Toronto City Opera); Orfeo 
ed Euridice (Vancouver Opera). UPCOMING: Don Giovanni (National Arts Centre/Banff Centre); 
Dialogues des Carmélites (The Glenn Gould School)
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Amanda Hale (librettist) and Kye Marshall (composer)  during rehearsals for the COC’s Pomegranate, 2023



SUMMER
MUSIC 
CAMPS

Join us this July for 
another year of creativity!

2023 DATES FOR GRADE 1 THROUGH FIRST YEAR 
OF COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY

July 4 - 8: LITTLE COMPANY (entering grades 1-3)
July 10 - 14: JUNIOR COMPANY (entering grades 4-6)

July 17 - 21: INTERMEDIATE COMPANY (entering grades 6-8)
July 24 - 28: SENIOR COMPANY (entering grade 9 through first year college/

university)

Four Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts
145 Queen St. W., Toronto ON M5H 4G1

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!

coc.ca/Camps    education@coc.ca

SUPPORTERS: THE LLOYD CARR-HARRIS FOUNDATION
THE McLEAN FOUNDATION

19

https://www.coc.ca/learn/summercamps
mailto:education@coc.ca


EXECUTIVE OFFICE
Executive Assistant to the 
 General Director 
Marguerite Schabas

ARTISTIC PLANNING
Director, Artistic Planning
Roberto Mauro

Contracts Manager
Karen Olinyk

Company Manager
Olwyn Lewis

Price Family Chorus Master 
Sandra Horst

Assistant to the Music Director
Derek Bate

Scheduling Manager
Kathryn Garnett

Interim Artistic Planning Coordinator
Ness Wong

Production Assistants
Daniel Austin-Boyd
Alannah Dzijacky
Ness Wong

Orchestra Personnel Manager
Ian Cowie

Music Librarian
Wayne Vogan

Assistant Music Librarian
Ondrej Golias

ENSEMBLE STUDIO

Director, Ensemble Studio
Dorian Cox 

Head of Music, Ensemble Studio
Liz Upchurch

Head Vocal Consultant
Wendy Nielsen

Performance Kinetics Consultant
Jennifer Swan

Corrective Phonetics for Opera Singers 
Specialist (C-PhOS) and Lyric 
Diction Coach

Steven Leigh

COC Ensemble Studio
Brian Cho
Ariane Cossette
Alex Halliday
Alex Hetherington
Queen Hezumuryango
Midori Marsh
Charlotte Siegel 
Vlad Soloviev
Jonah Spungin

COMPOSER-IN-RESIDENCE

Cecilia Livingston

PRODUCTION 
Technical Director
Mike Ledermueller

Production Manager 
Michael Freeman

Lighting & Projection Design 
Coordinator

Mikael Kangas

Manager, Digital Production
Taylor Long

Assistant Production Manager
Murphy Diggon

Assistant Technical Directors
Laura Coleman
Nida Haroon

Head Electrician
Joe Nalepka

Pomegranate Head Electrician
James McQuay

Assistant Electricians
Douglas Claus
Josh McGill

Interim Head of Sound
Craig Kadoke

Pomegranate Head of Audio
Henry Zmijak 

Assistant Sound
Rob Digioia

Head Carpenter
Paul Watkinson

Assistant Carpenter
Paul Otis

Head Flyperson
Jason Kewell

Head of Properties
Simon Evans

Properties Assistant
Terry Hurley (on leave)

Head Scenic Artist
Denise Lisson
 
Assistant Head Scenic Artist
Nina Hartt
 
Apprentice Scenic Artist
Emma Burnett

Interim Assistant of Properties
Lee B. Gallagher

Head of Front of House
Aiden Nagle

Core Crew
Doug Closs
Bryan Watkinson 

Scene Shop Coordinator
Amy Cummings

Head Scene Shop Carpenter
David Retzleff

Pomegranate Head Carpenter
Kurt Nicholson

Assistant Scene Shop Carpenter
Andrew Walker

COCT Head Technician
Scott Kitcher 

Head of Stage Digital Media
Gregg Feor

Properties Supervisor
Wulf Higgins

Pomegranate Head of Properties
Josh Plunkett

ADMINISTRATION AND STAFF
PERRYN LEECH
General Director

JOHANNES DEBUS
Music Director

CHRISTIE DARVILLE
Deputy General Director

Executive Director, Philanthropy & Audiences
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Assistant Properties
Sophie Moynan

Properties Intern
Alexandra Edwards

Head of Costumes 
Sandra Corazza 

Costume Coordinators 
Chloë Anderson 
Natassia Brunato 
Angele Peres

Costume Assistants 
Gwyneth Whalen-Hughes
Erica Theriault

Cutter
Tracey Glas

Stitchers
Victoria Bruer
Alison Conway
Violet Loconte

Head of Wardrobe
Kerri Clarke

Assistant Head of Wardrobe
Jane Graydon

Wig & Make-up Supervisor
Sharon Ryman

Head of Wig & Make-up Crew
Cori Ferguson

COMMUNITY 
PARTNERSHIPS & 
PROGRAMS
Director, Community Partnerships & 

Programs
Makenzie Morgan 

Manager, Community Partnerships & 
Programs

Madeleine Smith 

Coordinator, Community Partnerships 
& Programs

Frangely Luciano

Opera Teaching Artists
Annemarie Cabri
Gwenna Fairchild-Taylor
Isabella Fassler
Tiffany Folmeg
Renée Salewski
Saman Shahi
Christine Sutcliffe
Anna Theodosakis
Chris Thornborrow
Roydon Tse
Karine White
Meredith Wolting

FREE CONCERT SERIES

Manager, Free Concert Series 
Meaghan Froh Metcalf

PHILANTHROPY  
& AUDIENCES
Deputy General Director; Executive 

Director, Philanthropy & Audiences
Christie Darville

Executive Assistant to the Deputy 
Director; Executive Director, 
Philanthropy & Audiences

Elizabeth Scott

Director, Public Affairs and Strategic 
Partnerships

Amy Mushinski

Director of Strategic Initiatives
Sarah Heim 

Manager, Digital Production
Taylor Long

Coordinating Producer & Covid Officer
Shawna Green

Senior Manager of Operations, 
Philanthropy & Audiences

Andrea Salin 

Senior Manager of Operations, 
 Brand & Media 
Eldon Earle

Manager, Audience Insights
Manda Kennedy

Digital Marketing Officer
Anne Amores

ADVANCEMENT

Advancement Associate
Janet Stubbs

Director, Philanthropy & Sponsorship
Stephen Gilles

Development Officer, Philanthropy & 
Sponsorship

Hannah Crossgrove

Senior Manager, Stewardship & 
Engagement

Emma Noakes 

Senior Manager, Annual Programs 
Natalie Sandassie

Coordinators, Annual Programs
Simone Hogeveen
Emma Secord

Development Officer, Prospect & 
Pipeline Management

Leigh Smart

Advancement Operations Officer
John Kriter

Development Officer 
David Nimmo

BRAND & CONTENT

Director, Brand & Content
Nikita Gourski

Senior Manager, Creative & 
Publications

Gianna Wichelow

Manager, Digital Marketing
Connor Jessome

Content Officer
Trilby Kent

PUBLIC RELATIONS

Director, Public Relations
Avril Sequeira

Communications Coordinator
Davin Leivonen-Fok

TICKET SERVICES

Ticket Services Manager
William Ford

Assistant Manager, Ticket Services
Jordana Green

Ticket Services Supervisors
Cat Haywood Stoop
Alex Randazzo

Ticket Services Representatives 
Alicia Plummer
Alfred Erickson
Anisa Nixon
Charlin McIsaac
Cole Vincent
Corinne Harrilall
Dan Paton
Hannah Wolfe
Karen Rajamohan
Kate Estock
Keith Lam
Kevin Morris
Mark Orchard
Suchaina Mehan
Tahsis Jensen
Veronika Korchagina

FINANCE &
ADMINISTRATION 
Acting Director of Finance
Saptarsi Saha, CPA, CA

General Accountant
Juan Santos

Payroll Manager 
Daryus Azad

Payroll Specialist
Joyce Feng

Accounts Payable Clerk
Glen Ralph

Finance Assistant
Lorrie Element
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Director, IT
Steven Sherwood

Database Reporting Specialist
Brad Staples

IT Services Assistant
Tony Sandy

Archivist, Joan Baillie Archives 
Birthe Joergensen

Receptionist/Switchboard
Denis Couillard

Mailroom Clerk/Courier 
Branka Hrsum

HUMAN RESOURCES
Director, Human Resources
Peter Ford

FOUR SEASONS 
CENTRE FOR THE 
PERFORMING ARTS
General Manager, Four Seasons Centre 
 for the Performing Arts
David Robitaille

Associate Director, Business 
Development 

Elizabeth Jones

Associate Director, Facility 
Management

Melynda Jurgenson

Associate Director, Patron Services 
Roxanne Vela Melliza

Business & Events Coordinator 
Melissa McDonnell

Food & Beverage Manager
Megan Fischer

Assistant Manager, Food & Beverage 
Lori MacDonald

Assistant Manager, 
 Front of House
Stuart Constable

Patron Services Supervisors 
Jamieson Eakin
Shannon Farrell
Dani Head
Alex Kentris
Breanna Maloney
Andrew Mitchell
Kevin Morris
Deena Nicklefork
Diana Orel
Sabrina Pye
Amir Rahimifar 
Alana Sambey
Laura Stewart

Patron Services Leads
Virginie Courbière 
Madeleine Gagnon 
Erica Theriault
 

BUILDING SERVICES

Facility Coordinator (COC)
Myque Franz

Facility Coordinator (FSCPA) 
Enrique Covarrubias Cortes

Production Coordinator
Shanna Miller

Facility Stewards (COC) 
Tatiana Rebello Gomes
Cole Larson

Branislav Peterman
Julian Peters
Anthony Smith

Facility Stewards (FSCPA)
James Esposito
Harrison Thompson
Piotr Wiench 

Security Supervisor
Dave Samuels

Security Administrator
Kathleen Minor

Security Guards
Evan R. Bawtinheimer
Shaquille James-Hosten 
Natalia Juzyc
Usman Khalid
Paul Mohamed
Pavithra Sugumar
Eric Sutton 

Building Operators
Dan Popescu
Joe Tizzard
Adrian Tudoran

BeeClean Manager
Paula Da Costa

BeeClean Staff
Jennifer Barros
Luis Gutierrez
Cristina Hernandez
Nash Lim
Aubin Pereira
Daniel Pessole
Luis Pupuche
Martha Saza
Aglay Silva 
Quin Sotomil
Ayda Torres
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Teiya Kasahara 笠原 貞野 
(Priestess/Jules) and Jennifer 

Tarver (director) during rehearsals 
for the COC’s Pomegranate, 2023



COC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS
Mr. Jonathan Morgan, Chair
Mr. Paul B. Spafford, Vice-Chair
Mr. Paul A. Bernards, Treasurer
Mr. John H. Macfarlane, Secretary
Mr. Perryn Leech, General 

Director (ex officio)
Ms. Christie Darville, Deputy 

General Director; Executive 
Director, Philanthropy & 
Audiences

CREDITS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
The Canadian Opera Company would like to thank all those who volunteer both on a daily basis and 
for special events with the company.

Michael Cooper, Official Photographer

The COC is a member of Opera America, Opera.ca, and TAPA.

The Canadian Opera Company operates under the jurisdiction of Canadian Actors’ Equity 
Association, and under the provisions of the Canadian Opera Agreement.

The COC operates in agreement with IATSE Local #58, Local #822, Local #828.

MEMBERS
Mr. Sadhisha C. Ambagahawita
Mr. Tony Arrell (ex officio)
Ms. Nora Aufreiter
Mr. Barry Avrich
Ms. Marcia Lewis Brown
Ms. Sarah Cohen
Mr. Brian Collins
Mr. William Fearn 
Mr. David Ferguson (ex officio)

Dr. Eudice Goldberg 
Mr. Justin Linden 
Mr. Jeff Lloyd
Ms. Anne Maggisano
Mr. Varqa Mirzaagha
Mr. Al Ramsay
Ms. Colleen Sexsmith 
Ms. Kristine (Kris) Vikmanis
Mr. Graham Watchorn

CANADIAN OPERA FOUNDATION DIRECTORS
OFFICERS
Mr. Tony Arrell, Chair 
Mr. Chris Hoffman, Vice Chair
Mr. Huston Loke, Secretary
 

DIRECTORS
Ms. Angela Bhutani
Mr. Christopher Bozek

Mr. Stewart Burton
Mr. George S. Dembroski
Mr. Jonathan Morgan
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Earlaine Collins
J. Rob Collins

George Dembroski
The late A. J. Diamond
David Ferguson, Chair

Jerry Heffernan and the late 
Geraldine Heffernan

Ben Heppner
Henry N. R. Jackman

Anne & Tony Arrell
ARIAS: Canadian Opera Student Development Fund 

Earlaine Collins in memory of Gerard H. Collins
The late John A. Cook

Estate of Horst Dantz & Don Quick
Philip Deck

Jerry Heffernan and the late Geraldine Heffernan
Marjorie & Roy Linden

The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation

The late Roger D. Moore
The late Sheila K. Piercey

Frances & Tim Price
Susan Scace and the late Arthur Scace

Colleen Sexsmith
Estate of James Drewry Stewart

Toby Tanenbaum and the late Joey Tanenbaum
The late Jack Whiteside

Anonymous (3) 

Michael Levine
Sue Mortimer, C. M.
Adrianne Pieczonka

The late Arthur R. A. Scace, C. M.
The late David Stanley-Porter

PERFORMANCE AND ARTIST SPONSORS
Building a community of world-class artists, both established and emerging. 

MANY THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Emeritus Council Executive Committee 
The COC Emeritus Council, led by the Executive Committee, salutes those Board Members who 
have completed their term and whose leadership efforts have been integral to the company’s 
artistic evolution and transformative history of accomplishment.

$100,000 + 
Lisa Balfour Bowen & Family in 

memory of Walter M. Bowen
George & Kathy Dembroski

Life Trustees Council 
The Life Trustees Council salutes the leaders of the COC community whose efforts have been 
integral to the company’s artistic evolution and transformative history of accomplishment.  

E. Louise Morgan Society 
A legacy of leadership, passion, and philanthropy achieved through individual lifetime giving in 
support of the Canadian Opera Company.

Major Gifts and Special Projects 
The COC offers its sincere thanks to the individuals listed below for their extraordinary support. 

Howard & Sarah D. Solomon 
Foundation in honour of 

 Gerard Mortier
Estate of Helen Allen Stacey

$50,000 – $99,999
Rogers Communications, in honour of 

Christie Darville, COC Deputy General 
Director, and Johannes Debus, COC 
Music Director

Rosemary Dover
Catherine Fauquier

Michael Gough, Co-Chair

Anne Maggisano
Sue Mortimer, C. M.

Frances Price

Colleen Sexsmith
Keith Sjögren

The late Jack Whiteside, Co-Chair
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The Schulich Foundation
Kristine Vikmanis & Denton Creighton
Jack Whiteside

$25,000 – $49,999
Bruce C. Bailey, in honour of 
 Christie Darville, COC Deputy 
 General Director, and 
 Johannes Debus, COC Music 
 Director
Hatch
The Honourable Nancy Ruth, C.M.
Anonymous

Up to $24,999
June Shaw

ENSEMBLE STUDIO 
SUPPORTERS
Encouraging the next generation
of artists and celebrating Canada’s 
wealth of talent. 

$1,000,000 +
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen 

Foundation 

$100,000 – $499,999
The Azrieli Foundation
Marjorie & Roy Linden
Estate of Tom C. Logan, A.R.C.T

Canadian Opera Foundation
Securing the future and long-term vitality of the Canadian Opera Company through visionary, 
permanent investments.

$2,000,000 + 
Earlaine Collins in memory of 
 Gerard H. Collins
Free Concert Endowment Fund 
Jerry & Geraldine Heffernan
Frances & Tim Price

$1,000,000 – $1,999,999
Dr. & Mrs. Larry M. Agranove
Estate of Horst Dantz & Don Quick
The Hon. Henry N. R. Jackman
The Henry White Kinnear Foundation
Roger D. Moore
Sheila K. Piercey
Michael V. & Wanda Plachta
Frank and Emily Riddell Memorial Trust
George J. Zebrowski

$500,000 – $999,999
Ethel B. Jackson
R. Samuel McLaughlin Foundation
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen 

Foundation

$250,000 – $499,999
ARIAS: Canadian Opera Student 

Development Fund
Dr. Daphne Bell
John A. Cook
Evelyn Ellen Elrick
Estate of N. Faye Wood

$100,000 – $249,999
Estate of Isobel May Allen
Estate of Donald Lawrence Biderman
Frances V. Blue
Ruth Eileen Day
George & Kathy Dembroski
Estate of Marion Gertrude Farr
Leonore Hetherington
Helen Inch
Ruby Mercer
Edwin & Ann Mirvish
Estate of K. F. Read
Estate of Howard Frederick Rock
J. M. Doc Savage
The Hon. David E. Spiro 
David Stanley-Porter
Mrs. Ruth E. Vanderslip
Anonymous (5)

$50,000 – $99,999
The J.P. Bickell Foundation
David Bowen
Mr. Walter Carsen, O.C.
Dr. Rodney C. Ellis
Estate of Mildred H. M. Hamilton
John G. Hunter
Michael & Linda Hutcheon 
John B. Lawson, C.M. Q.C.
Anthony V. Mason
Estate of K. F. Read
Rob & Penny Richards

Lilly Offenbach Strauss
Amy & Claire Stewart
Janet Stubbs
Sun Life Financial
TransCanada Corp.
Anonymous (1)

$25,000 – $49,999
Mrs. Leonard G. (Anne) Delicaet
Estate of Lynne Jeffrey
Marjorie & Roy Linden
Cecilia M. Longstaffe
Estate of Esther Jean Macdonald
R. Manke
Ann D. Sutton
Anonymous (1)

Canada Cultural Investment 
 Fund—Endowment Incentives

 

Ontario Arts Foundation

$25,000 – $99,999
Anne & Tony Arrell
Patrick and Barbara Keenan 

Foundation
The MacNeill Family Foundation
Wendy J. Thompson

Up to $24,999
ARIAS: Canadian Opera Student 

Development Fund 
Marcia Lewis Brown
Neil & Blanche Carragher
Catherine Fauquier
George & Irene Hamilton
Joy Levine
Ruby Mercer Endowment Fund
Patricia & Frank Mills
MZ Media Inc.
Tesari Charitable Foundation
Toronto Wagner Society
Ruth Watts-Gransden
Sheila White
Brian Wilks

GENERAL PROGRAM 
SUPPORTERS
Providing general program 
support is critical to the COC’s 
artistic mission.

$1,000,000 + 
Pamela & Paul Austin and 
 The P. Austin Family Foundation

Frances & Tim Price 
Anonymous

$100,000 – $499,999
George & Kathy Dembroski
Estate of Elizabeth Anne Flood
Estate of Anna Cecille Ratney
Estate of Elizabeth Joan Williams

$50,000 – $99,999
Estate of Peter Avirovic
Estate of Veneta Elieff
Brian Wilks

$25,000 - $49,999
Estate of John Hugh Goddard
In Memory of 
 Lawrence George Hodgett and 
 John Donald Morse
Anonymous

Up to $24,999
Estate of Beverly Joan Ashton
A. Behar
The Bennett Family Foundation
Council for Canadian American 

Relations
Estate of David MacMurchy Cullen
Estate of Roberta Ann Imboden
Estate of Joan Catherine Pape
Mr. Donald W. Quick
Lenore Jane Wilson in memory of 
 Ruth McCreery
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The Encore Legacy
The Encore Legacy is the planned 
giving program of the Canadian Opera 
Company.

Planned giving is making the decision 
today to provide a gift for the 
Canadian Opera Company that may 
not be realized until after your lifetime. 

Gifts planned today, that will ultimately 
affect your estate, allow you to make a 
statement of support that will become 
a lasting legacy to the COC. 

The Canadian Opera Company 
gratefully acknowledges and thanks 
the following individuals who have 
included the COC in their estate 
planning:

Marie Agay
Susan Agranove & Estate of 
 Dr. Larry M. Agranove
Ken R. Alexander
Estate of Isobel May Allen
Ms Sandra Alston
Estate of John H. Anderson
Ms Ann Andrusyszyn
Callie Archer
Renata Arens & Elizabeth Frey
Mrs. Rosalen Armstrong
Tony & Anne Arrell
Estate of Beverly Joan Ashton
Estate of Peter Avirovic
Ron Atkinson & Bruce Blandford
Estate of Mr. L. H. Bartelink
Estate of Wilma Elizabeth Bell
David K. Bernhardt
J. Linden Best & James G. Kerr 
Estate of Donald Lawrence Biderman
Estate of Cheryl Ann Billingsley
Estate of Sheila Black
Estate of Ruth Bolt
Mr. Philip J. Boswell
Estate of David Bowen
Marnie M. Bracht
Estate of Shirley Anne Braithwaite
Gregory Brandt
Ms Cindy Breslin-Carere
Marcia Lewis Brown
Brian Bucknall & Mary Jane Mossman
Georgina M. Cameron
Dita Vadron & Jim Catty
Mrs. Ann Christie
Earl Clark
Stephen Clarke & Elizabeth Black
The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson
Brian Collins & Amanda Demers
Earlaine Collins
In Memory of John A. Cook
David H. Cormack
Estate of Amelia Marie Cosgrove
Estate of Ninalee Craig
Estate of Jean Croggon 
Estate of David MacMurchy Cullen
Anita Day & Robert McDonald
Estate of Ruth Eileen Day
Ann De Brouwer
Estate of Anne Margaret Delicaet
Dr. & Mrs. Dean G. Dover
Helen Drake
Yvonne Earle
Estate of Philipp Eberhardinger
Estate of Veneta Elieff

Estate of Evelyn Ellen Elrick
Estate of Marion Gertrude Farr
David & Kristin Ferguson
Estate of Elizabeth Anne Flood
Carol Fordyce
Rowland Galbraith
Estate of Douglas G. Gardner
Gatfield & Campbell Arts Foundation
Susan Gerhard
Ann J. Gibson
Estate of 
 Hon. Alastair William Gillespie
Estate of Evelyn M. Glendenning
Estate of John Hugh Goddard
Estate of Sondra Gold
Tina & Michael Gooding
Michael & Anne Gough
The late Donald I. F. Graham
Colin Gruchy
Donald Gutteridge and Anne Millar
David G. Hallman
George & Irene Hamilton
Estate of 
 Mildred Helen Margaret Hamilton
Joan L. Harris
Estate of Helen Kathleen Harrop
Estate of Leonore Hetherington
William E. Hewitt
James Hewson
Estate of Robert Theodore Hintz
Mr. Kim Yim Ho & 
 Walter Frederic Thommen
In Memory of 
 Lawrence George Hodgett and 
 John Donald Morse
Douglas E. Hodgson
Estate of Egon Homburger
Estate of Mrs. Lucie Homburger
Michiel Horn
Matt Hughes
Michael & Linda Hutcheon
Elaine Iannuzziello
Estate of Roberta Ann Imboden
Estate of Helen Inch
Dr. Ingrid Jarvis
Estate of Lynne Jeffrey
Estate of Mr. Gordon Cecil Johnson
Ann Kadrnka
Estate of Betty Kalmanasch
Estate of Barbara Lynn Kelsey
Ben Kizemchuk
Estate of Henri Kolin 
Kathryn Kossow
Estate of Borge John Kraglund 
Jo Lander
Estate of George Dennis Lane
Peggy Lau
Marjorie & Roy Linden
Estate of Tom C. Logan, A.R.C.T.
Estate of Esther Jean Macdonald
Ms Lenore MacDonald
Dr. and Mrs. Richard B. Mackenzie
Estate of Eluned MacMillan
Dr. Colin M. Mailer
Estate of Pauline Mandsohn
R. Manke
Estate of William Allan Henry Manula
Tim & Jane Marlatt
Mr. Shawn Martin
Estate of Anthony V. Mason
Margaret McKee
The late Sylvia M. McPhee
John McVicker & B. W. Thomas
Dr. Alan C. Middleton
The late Eleanor Miller
Sigmund & Elaine Mintz
Donald Morse

Sue Mortimer, C.M.
Roald Nasgaard & Lori Walters
Estate of Joan C. Pape
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Patterson
Mervyn Pickering
Gunther & Dorothy Piepke
Wanda Plachta
Frank Potter
Mary Jean Potter
Ms Georgia Prassas
Estate of Anna Cecille Ratney
Estate of K. F. Read
Dr. John Reeve-Newson
The late Florence Richler
Estate of Howard Frederick Rock
The late John & Norma Rogers
Mrs. Margaret Russell
Sharon Ryman†
Paul Sabourin in memory of 
 Lynne Jeffrey
Cookie & Stephen Sandler
Estate of Maneck Khurshed Sanjana
Estate of J. M. Doc Savage
Estate of Helen F. H. Schaller
Fred & Mary Schulz
John & Helen Scott
Colleen Sexsmith
Claire Shaw
June Shaw, in memory of 
 Dr. Ralph Shaw
R. Bonnie Shettler
Estate of Vera Daria Shevchuk
William Siegel & Margaret Swaine 
Dr. Joseph So
Paul Spafford
The Hon. David E. Spiro
Estate of Helen Kathleen Allen Stacey
The late Dr. D. P. Stanley-Porter
The late Doreen L. Stanton
Drs. W. & K. Stavraky
Estate of James Drewry Stewart
The Stratton Trust
The late Lilly Offenbach Strauss
Janet Stubbs† 
Estate of Marianne Ruth Susanik
Ann D. Sutton
Ronald Taber
Susanne Tabur
Wendy J. Thompson
Mrs. Ann C. Timpson
Riki Turofsky & Charles Petersen 
Tony & Mary van Straubenzee
N. Suzanne Vanstone
Marie-Laure Wagner
Estate of Jeanie Irwin Walker
Hugh & Colleen Washington
The late William R. Waters
Estate of Margaret Welker
Brian Wilks
Estate of Elizabeth Joan Williams
Mr. Leonard J. Willschick
Estate of Marion Caroline Wilson
Estate of Nancy Fay Wood
Estate of Mary Louise Wratten
Estate of Jean Elizabeth Yack Wright
Marion York
Lorna Young
Tricia Younger
Estate of Susan Zador
Estate of George Zebrowski
Anonymous (41)
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Monumental Campaign: A Return to the Mainstage
The Monumental Campaign recognizes the leadership of our philanthropic community in supporting the COC’s first-ever 
production of Wagner’s Parsifal. This long-anticipated project has been postponed by the COVID-19 pandemic, but it will 
be brought to the stage at the earliest opportunity. In acknowledging the commitment of this donor community, the COC is 
proud to celebrate their direct and positive impact on our ongoing return to the stage.

$25,000+ 
Lisa Balfour Bowen & Family in 

memory of Walter M. Bowen
Paul Bernards
Mr. Jeff Axelrod & Dr. John Goodhew
Jean Davidson & Paul Spafford
Jonathan Morgan
Howard & Sarah D. Solomon 

Foundation in honour of 
 Gerard Mortier
Kristine Vikmanis & Denton Creighton
Jack Whiteside
Anonymous (3)

$15,000-$24,999
Marcia Lewis Brown
Brian J. Dawson
George & Irene Hamilton
Michael & Linda Hutcheon
John McVicker & B. W. Thomas
Rob & Penny Richards
David & Hilary Short

$10,000-$14,999
Marilyn Cook
Frances & Tim Price
Brian Wilks

$5,000-$9,999
Helen Burstyn & Family
Michiel Horn & Cornelia Schuh
Leanne & George Lewis
Eva Innes & David Medhurst
Dr. Don Melady & Mr. Rowley Mossop
Bruce & Vladka Mitchell
Janice Oliver
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Park
Riki Turofsky & Charles Petersen
Mr. Philip Somerville
The Stratton Trust
Françoise Sutton
Tesari Charitable Foundation
Melanie Whitehead
Lenore Jane Wilson in memory of 
 Ruth McCreery

$3,000-$4,999
Mr. Christopher Bozek
Dr. Vance Logan
Dr. Shirley C. Neuman
Dr. David Surplis

$1,000-$2,999
Clive & Barbara Allen
Keith and Jan Allin
Ms Kimberly Barber
Dr. Frank Bartoszek & 
 Mr. Daniel O’Brien
Mr. John M. Beck
Anneliese and Walter Blackwell
R Burkholder
Thomas J. Burton
Christopher L. Cantlon
Ms Allison Chang
Philip J. Conlon & Tina Conlon
David M. Cullen
Greg Cumming & Bianca Marcus
Catherine Fauquier
Fraser Fell

David & Kristin Ferguson
J. E. Fordyce
Susan Gerhard
Dr. Eudice Goldberg
Wayne A. Gooding
Dr. Noëlle Grace & The Shohet Family
Mr. David Hamilton
Ms Victoria Hand
Dianne W. Henderson
William E. Hewitt
Ken Hugessen & Jennifer Connolly
Mrs. Barbara Japp
Dr. Joshua Josephson
Diane M. & James F. King
Jo Lander
Mr. Tom Le Seelleur
Martin & Raja Leistner
Mr. Peter Levitt & Ms Mai Why
Gerda Marz
Jeffry J. Mason
Dr. Alan C. Middleton
Janina Milisiewicz
Ms Elizabeth Paton Miller
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Millward
Sue Mortimer, C.M., in memory of 
 Clive Bennett Mortimer
Roald Nasgaard and Lori Walters
David & Mary Neelands
Eileen Patricia Newell
Dr. Emilie Newell
Simon Nyilassy
Eileen & Ralph Overend
Edward Parkins
Drs. Linda Lee & Michael Pharoah
Dr. Wadermar A. Pieczonka
June C. Pinkney
Dr. & Mrs. Donald C. McGillivray
Margrit & Tony Rahilly
Stephen Ralls & Bruce Ubukata
Ms Christine & Mr. Stephen Richards
Florence Richler
Clara Robert
David Roffey & Karen Walsh
Mr. Michael Samborsky
Carol Sawka
Ms Joan Sinclair
Hume Smith
Dr. Hayley Smyth & 
 Carolyn McIntire Smyth
Dr. Joseph So
Dr. & Dr. W. K. Stavraky
M. F. Stewart
Gordon & Veronica Steinburg
Anna Talenti
Ann & George Timpson
In memory of Grank A.M. Tremayne, Q.C.
Vernon F. Turner
George Vona & Lark Popov
Donald & Margaret Walter
Wendy & Jim Warrillow
Sharon Watanabe
Frank Whittaker
Mr. Peter Wijnbergen
Anonymous (7)

$500-$999
Ms Marta Braun
James E. Brown
Judy Chui

Mrs. Dianne Clipsham
Josyane Cohen
Deanna Cyr
Ms Rachel Gottesman
Mr. John C.S. Hansen
Barny and Susan Henderson
Ms Dorothy Hollingsworth
Drs. Roma & Marko Horbatsch
Mr. Kazik Jedrzejczak
Mr. Arthur A. Kennedy
Dr. Milos Krajny
Ms Roberta Laking
Peter Letkemann
Mr. Leonard Luk and Mr. Tom Kirchner
McDorman Family
Varqa Mirzaagha
Dr. Mary Ann Mountain
Eve N ash
Mrs. Mary Neil
Ms Heather Nicol
Bruce & Catherine Peer
Dr. Philip & Mrs. Maureen Price
Elizabeth Racic
Dr. Shelley Rechner
Mr. Robert Riddell
Rainer & Sharyn Rothfuss
Dr. Daniel Rzondzinski and 
 Dr. Peter Nikiforuk
In Memory of Michael Simko
John D. Stevenson
Alan & Joan Sundeen
Mr. William Thompson
Ruth Watts-Gransden
In Memory of Victoria Woods
Anonymous (3)

$250-$499
Carol & Ernest Albright
Mr. Blaine Allan
Ms Lezlie Bain
Mr. Earl R. Barnsley
Ms Vernis Barnwell
Mr. John Bedford
Ms Jocelyn Bennett
Mr. Daniel Berndt
Mr. Alastair Boyd
Dr. Martin R. Boyne
Murray & Judy Bryant
Mr. John Burge
Theresa & John Caldwell
Iivi Campbell
Louie Chua and Richard Boyum
Dr. Yu Yuen Chua
Dr. Caryl Clark
Maurice J. Clement
Dr. Hanna Dabkowska
Ms Carmen Dan-Dobre
Mr. Joel L. Daniels
Alan Dennis
Mr. Michael Disney
M. E. Egerer
Mr. Carl Ehrlich
Lee & Shannon Ferrier
Alexandra Fokine
Jeremy Forgie & Sal Polito
Mr. Robert Gatfield
Mr. David & Mrs. Joan Gauthier
Dr. Margarita Gitev
Mrs. Geraldine Gold
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Ricardo Gomez-Insausti
Mr. Robin Griffin
Ellen & Simon Gulden
Mr. William A. Hammond
Harvey
Sylvie Hatch
W. L. B. Heath
Ms Louisa Howerow
Mr. James Hunt
Mr. David J. Kennedy
Mrs. Kazie Killius
Dr. Stephen J. Kish
Kathryn Knight
Mr. & Mrs. Armin Kratel
Natalie Kuzmich
Larry & Marion Lagowski
Harry Lane
Earl B. Law
Alexander & Anna Leggatt
Mr. Laszlo G. Lengyel
Mrs. J. Cassandra Lessner
Dr. Christoph and Ulrike Licht
Ms Antonieta Marticorena
Mary Clare Mayo
Mrs. Celine McGraw
Mr. & Mrs. Schuyler Brown
Ms Marucia R. Montgomery
Jack & Maureen Moorfield
Peter B. Munsche
Ms H. M. Murata
Ms Adrienne Murphy
Dr. Sandra J. Olney
Christopher D. Palin
Mr. Michael Patry
Mr. Morgan Peat
Mr. Archie Platt
Ilze Plaudis
Jim Polk
Val & Anita Rachlis
Ms Penny Rintoul
Kenneth Russell
Patti & Richard Schabas
Beverly & Fred Schaeffer
Robert & Geraldine Sharpe
Ms Muriel Smith & Mr. Eric Ojala
Dr. M. V. Tait
Ms Yoko Tarumi
Mr. Pierre Thibaudeau
Chris & Anne Twigge-Molecey
Ms Gail Verge
Mr. Andrew Veryha
Dr. Nancy F. Vogan
Joseph Wearing & Michael Johnson
Raymond Whitehead
Gregory Wilson
Anonymous (18)

$10-$250
D. C. Adamson-Brdar
Mr. James Aldrich-Moodie
Mrs. Olena Andrushchenko
Rick Archbold & Rick Feldman
M. Auspitz
Michael & Janet Barnard
Mr. Ronald Barr
Ms Elizabeth Barry
Mrs. Janet Blakely-Bowe
Anna Bloom
Maria Bodi
Ms Carole Brearley
Dr. Jane Brissenden & Dr. Janet Roscoe
Prof. Alfred L. Chan & 
 Mr. Michael Farewell
Mr. Ivan Chan
Harold Chmara and Danny Hoy
Ms Angela Costanzo
Fergus & Anne Craik

Bob and Laureen Crawley
Maureen Curran
Kathleen Davis
Mr. Al & Mrs. Mimi de Castro
Natalia E.
Mrs. Ann Elbourne
Mr. Jonathan Erling
Dr. Peter G. Forbath
Mr. John Formanek
Alice Fox
Ms Erika Friesen
Mr. John Gardonyi
Ms Raluca Gheorghe
Dr. Paul W. Gooch
Mr. & Mrs. L.C.L. Graham
Mr. & Mrs. C. Gregorasz
Karen L. Grimshaw
Mr. Dale Grishkewich
Mr. Walter Groene
Colin Gruchy
Melissa Haggart
Dr. Janice Hambley
Mr. Fadi Hamoui
Charles Heller
Mr. David E. Hileman
Mary G. Hogarth
Mr. Jacob Hogeterp
Richard & Susan Horner
Anita Hritzun
Elaine Iannuzziello
Brian & Alison Ivey
In memory of Laszlo Jarmai
Mrs. Sheila & Mr. Thomas Johnston
Mrs. Wanda Kantor
Karen & Craig
Mrs. Jeanne Kennedy
Mr. John Klesc
Mrs. Agnes Kussinger
Ms Barbara Lamb
Ms Irene Landry
Ms Lynda Lange & Mr. Dan Proudfoot
Ms Kathryn Leach
Mrs. Karin Lenhardt
Gary & Karen Levy
Mr. Stephen Lewis
Mark & Judy Libman
Ms Karin Macpherson
Dr. Robert R. Mann
Georgina Matus
Christine McClymont
Mary McClymont
Mr. John McConnell
Mr. Mark & Mrs. Janice McDermott
The Hon. Barbara McDougall
Ms Fiona McHugh
Mrs. Kandice McKee
Ms Sheila McKeown
Mr. Maurice McNamara
Ms Koula Mellos
Mrs. Maria Mesaros
Nancy Miller
Monica Mullane
Mr. Joseph Nachman
Liviu Constantin Nicolescu
Mr. Andre Paradis
Ms Darinka Pejic
Mr. Vasant & Ms Brigitte Purandare
Dr. James C. Rice
Mr. David E. Roman
Mr. Paul Rosenbaum
Richard Rosenman
In Memory of Diane Rosenthal
N. Russell
Dr. Mitsuko Sada
Ms Elisabeth Scarff
Mrs. Erika Schurr
Mr. Fred Shaw

Mr. Conrad Sheck
Judy Simmonds
Mr. Andrew Smith & Dr. Ruth Bothern
In Memory of Michael P. Smith
Fred Soukoreff
Ms Helena Sroka
Wayne Stanley & Marina Pretorius
Dr. Michael Steinberg
Sheila Stene
Mr. Paul B. Stewart
Helga Strasser
Terry S. Tator
Mr. William D. Terry
Mr. David G. Thomas
Shelley and Ashley Tidy
K. & E. Tuters
Germaine Warkentin
Alisa Weyman
Linda Wigington
In memory of Gregory Williams
Judith Young
Anonymous (14)

Memorial 
& Honorary 
Donations
The COC expresses its sincere 
appreciation to all donors who 
have made memorial and honorary 
donations.

IN MEMORY 
David Barron
John Edward Beales
Dr. Robert Bendavid
Gay Evans
Rosemarie Farmer
Susan Howard Hayes
Aldo Ippolito
Goldie Konopny
Elizabeth Louli
Ladislav Joseph Marik
Donalda McGeachy
Ian McHaffie
Anne Millar
Rose Nelson
Barbara Roberts
Arthur R. A. Scace
John and Ellen Spears
Constance Stokes
Jack Whiteside

IN HONOUR 
Tony Arrell
Earlaine Collins
John Leberg
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GOLDEN CIRCLE

GOLD
$50,000 +
Anne & Tony Arrell****
Jerry Heffernan****
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen 

Foundation****
Anonymous ( 1 ) 

SILVER
$25,000 – $49,999
Mark & Gail Appel****
Paul Bernards****
Barbara Black***
J. Rob Collins****
The Hon. William C. Graham & 
 Mrs. Catherine Graham****
Hon. Margaret Norrie McCain****
Jim & Christine Nicol* 
Alan & Gwendoline Pyatt* 
Françoise Sutton****
Wendy J. Thompson****
Jack Whiteside****
Anonymous ( 2 )

BRONZE
$12,500 – $24,999
Keith Ambachtsheer & 
 Virginia Atkin****
Ms Nora Aufreiter**
Mr. Jeff Axelrod & Dr. John Goodhew**
Lisa Balfour Bowen & the late 
 Walter M. Bowen****
Dr. Frank Bartoszek & 
 Mr. Daniel O’Brien**** 

Individual Giving 
Annual Support

Mr. Philip J. Boswell****
Susanne Boyce & Brendan Mullen**** 
Marcia Lewis Brown**
Dr. John Chiu in memory of 
 Yvonne Chiu, C.M.****
Ms Sarah Cohen
Brian Collins & Amanda Demers***
In memory of Gerard H. Collins****
Marilyn Cook***
Jean Davidson & Paul Spafford****
Catherine Fauquier****
David & Kristin Ferguson****
Lloyd & Gladys Fogler**** 
Four Seasons Hotels & Resorts***
Robert Fung***
Dr. Eudice Goldberg***
Ira Gluskin & 
 Maxine Granovsky Gluskin**** 
John & Judith Grant***
William & Nona Heaslip Foundation****
Michael & Linda Hutcheon****
Bernhard & Hannelore Kaeser****
Justin S. Linden**
Jeff Lloyd & Barbara Henders***
Jerry & Joan Lozinski****
Ms Anne Maggisano*
John McVicker & B. W. Thomas****
Varqa Mirzaagha*
Jonathan Morgan***
Sue Mortimer C.M., in memory of 
 Clive Bennett Mortimer****
Frances & Tim Price****
Colleen Sexsmith****
Janet Stubbs†***
Carol Swallow****
Riki Turofsky & Charles Petersen***
Edmond & Sylvia Vanhaverbeke****
Ms Kristine Vikmanis & 
 Mr. Denton Creighton****
Halina & Kurt von dem Hagen***
Anonymous ( 1 )

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

TRUSTEE
$7,500 – $12,499
Margaret Atwood****
Dr. David & Constance Briant****
Dr. Jane Brissenden & 
 Dr. Janet Roscoe****
Cesaroni Management Limited****
Jennie Ciccolini and the late 
 Frank Ciccolini Sr.****
Mrs. Anne W. Dupré
Bud & Leigh Eisenberg****
Chris Hoffmann & Joan Eakin****
Dr. Joshua Josephson****
Marjorie & Roy Linden****
Amy & John Macfarlane***
Dr. & Mrs. Donald C. McGillivray****
Kathleen McLaughlin & Tim Costigan***
John & Esther McNeil****
Bruce & Vladka Mitchell***
Remembering Otto & Marie Pick 

Charitable Foundation*
Rob & Penny Richards****
Dr. David Shaw***
Mr. Robert Sherrin and 
 Ms Astrid Janson**
David & Hilary Short****
Hume Smith****
Mr. Philip Somerville***
Tesari Charitable Foundation*** 
Ronald & Lee Till****
Virginia Wesson****
Mr. Brian Wilks***
Helen Ziegler****
Anonymous ( 1 )
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PATRON
$3,750 – $7,499
Dr. & Mrs. Hans G. Abromeit****
Sue Armstrong****
Philip Arthur & Mary Wilson***
Ron Atkinson & Bruce Blandford****
Mr. Barry & Mrs. Melissa Avrich
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Belli-Bivar****
Dody Bienenstock*** 
Ms Tricia Black**
Tom Bogart & Kathy Tamaki***
Mr. Christopher Bozek*
Ms. Donna Brock****
Margaret Brown****
Alice Burton****
John D. Church**
The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson**
Tony Comper***
Mary and Bill Corcoran****
Jane Corkin
Mary & John Crocker****
Greg Cumming & Bianca Marcus**** 
Carrol Anne Curry****
Carol Derk & David Giles****
Dr. & Mrs. Dean G. Dover****
Joseph Fantl & Moira Bartram****
Darren Farwell*
Ms Lindsay Dale-Harris & 
 Mr. Rupert Field-Marsham****
William & Rosemary Fillmore****
Miss Ann J. Gibson****
Ricardo Gomez-Insausti**
Tina & Michael Gooding**** 
David Gordon & Beth Greenblatt***
Dr. Noëlle Grace & The Shohet 

Family****
Ronald & Birgitte Granofsky****
Douglas & Ruth Grant***
Ms Carol Gray*
Mr. Finn Greflund & Mrs. M. Ortner***
Mrs. Pamela Hallisey*
Beverly Hargraft***
Roy & Gail Harrison****
Dianne W. Henderson*
Mr. David J. Hiebert & 
 Dr. Paul E. Cooper**
Douglas E. Hodgson****
Michiel Horn & Cornelia Schuh****
Ken Hugessen & Jennifer Connolly***
The Patrick & Barbara Keenan 

Foundation****
Robert W. Korthals & Janet Charlton***
Mr. Tom Le Seelleur****
Mr. J. Levitt & Ms E. Mah***
Mai Why & Peter Levitt****
Leanne & George Lewis*
Ivy & Huston Loke*
Jonathan & Dorothea Lovat Dickson***
James MacDougall, MD****
Tom MacMillan****
Mrs. J. L. Malcolm***
Paul & Jean McGrath****
Ronan McGrath & Sarah Perry***
Yvonne McGregor
Dr. Hugh McLean**
Don McQueen & 
 Trina McQueen O.C.****
Eva Innes & David Medhurst**
Mr. Ulrich Menzefricke****
Patricia & Frank Mills****
Matt Mysak****
Dr. Shirley C. Neuman****
Dr. Emilie Newell***
Janice Oliver****
Christine Ozimek*
John & Gwen Pattison***

Dr. Roger D. Pearce****
John & Carol Peterson****
June C. Pinkney****
Polk Family Charitable Fund**
Dr. Linda Rabeneck & 
 Dr. Catherine Campbell*
Dr. Reza Rastegar*
Margaret A. Riggin***
Mr. Richard E. Rooney and 
 Ms Laura Dinner
Dr. Amy Kaiser & Ken Rotman**
David A. Ruston**** 
Mr. Michael Samborsky****
Ms Sharon Cookie Sandler****
Sam & Esther Sarick****
Helen & John Scott***
June Shaw & the late 
 Dr. Ralph Shaw****
Helen Sinclair*
Ms Joan Sinclair****
Marion & Gerald Soloway***
Dr. John Stanley & 
 Dr. Helmut Reichenbächer****
Wayne Stanley & Marina Pretorius***
James H. Stonehouse***
Ian Turner****
Sandra & Guy Upjohn****
Stefan Varga & Dr. Marica Varga**
Sri Vemuri
Mr. José A. Vizquerra-Benavides & 
 Ms Jessica Schwarz
Hugh & Colleen Washington***
Frank Whittaker***
Ms Lilly Wong**
Morden Yolles****
Susan Zorzi****
Anonymous ( 6 )

MEMBER
$2,250 – $3,749
Joan H. Addison*
Dr. & Mrs. Larry M. Agranove****
Mr. & Mrs. Roberto & Nancy Albis****
Mr. Brad Alexander*
Clive & Barbara Allen****
The Alvi Family
Dr. D. Amato & Ms J. Hodges****
Mr. Sadhisha Ambagahawita**** 
Alfonso & Katerina Arias*
Gail Asper, O.C., O.M., LL.D. & 
 Michael Paterson*
Marilyn & Charles Baillie****
Andrew & Cornelia Baines****
Mr. Jeff Baker
Mr. Clair Balfour and 
 Ms. Marci McDonald*
Richard J. Balfour****
Ms Linda Banks
Karen & Bill Barnett**
Mr. N. Beilstein & Mr. A. Lee*
Ms Marie Bérard†****
Nani & Austin Beutel****
John & Mandy Birch***
Douglas Birkenshaw & Ginger Sorbara*
Anneliese & Walter Blackwell****
Ian & Janet Blue****
John & Ila Bossons**
Mrs. Carolyn Bradley-Hall & 
 Mr. William Bradley****
Mrs. Richard Bradshaw****
Ms Marta Braun*** 
Mr. Gregg Brown
Thomas J. Burton***
Maureen Callahan & Douglas Gray****
Sharon & Howard Campbell***
Iivi Campbell****

Ken & Denise Cargill***
Brian & Ellen Carr****
Prof. Alfred L. Chan & 
 Mr. Michael Farewell**** 
Dr. & Mrs. Albert Cheskes**** 
Stephen Clarke & Elizabeth Black****
The Max Clarkson Family 

Foundation**** 
Ms Jacqueline Code**
Edward Cole & Adrienne Hood****
Katherine Robb Corlett****
Peter Corley
Dr. Lesley S. Corrin
Bram & Beth Costin**
Lindy Cowan & Chris Hatley****
Gay & Derek Cowbourne****
Mary Beth Currie & Jeff Rintoul**
Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Dan****
Mr. Stuart Davidson**
Jayne & Ted Dawson****
Falguni Debnath
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Diamond***
J. DiGiovanni***
Mr. Steven D. Donohoe****
Mrs. Sharon Dowdall*
Dr. James & Mrs. Ellen Downey***
Marko Duic & Gabriel Lau****
William & Gwenda Echard**** 
Wendy & Elliott Eisen****
George A. Farkass***
Bill Fearn & Claudia Rogers****
Lee & Shannon Ferrier****
Goshka Folda**
Mrs. Michele Fordyce****
Robert & Julia Foster***
R. Dalton Fowler****
Rev. Ivars Gaide & 
 Rev. Dr. Anita Gaide****
Mr. W. Bowen & Ms S. Gavinchuk****
Susan Gerhard****
Georgia & Stephen Gerring***
Dr. Fay Goldstep & 
 Dr. George Freedman***
Wayne A. Gooding†****
David & Wendy Gordon***
Michael & Anne Gough****
Bryan Grant & Victor Widjaja†*
Susan Greenbloom
John Groves & Vera Del Vecchio****
Mr. Carmen & Mrs. Vittoria Guglietti****
Dr. Albert J. Haddad
Dan Hagler & Family****
George & Irene Hamilton****
Mr. James Hamilton** 
Mr. Harquail & Dr. Sigfridsson*** 
Paul & Natalie Hartman***
Caroline Helbronner*** 
William E. Hewitt****
Mr. & Mrs. Nigel Hodges****
Sally Holton****
Mr. Roland Hoy****
Mr. Josef Hrdina***
Mr. James Hunt
Graeme & Susan Hunter*
Mr. Sumant Inamdar****
Ms Magda Ishak & Mr. Adrian Ishak
Elliott Jacobson & Judy Malkin***
Mr. Umar Jan
Laurence Jewell***
The Norman & Margaret Jewison 

Charitable Foundation****
Asma Jinnah*
Lorraine Kaake****
Ann Garnett (Kadrnka)****
Miriam Kagan* 
Peter Kalen*
Alanne & David Kee***
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Inta Kierans****
James & Diane King****
Ellen & Hermann Kircher****
Serguei Kloubkov*
Dr. Elizabeth Kocmur
Mr. & Mrs. I. P. & O. M. Komarnicky****
William & Eva Krangle****
Dr. Ernest Lam
Elizabeth & Goulding Lambert****
M. J. Horsfall Large****
Dr. Connie Lee****
John S Lee 
Linda Lee & Michael Pharoah****
Neal & Dominique Lee***
Alexander & Anna Leggatt****
Martin & Raja Leistner*
Tin Leung & Elisabeth Klaver
John & Michele Lewis*
L. Liivamagi & Dr. D. N. Cash**
Dr. Jan Lusis****
Mr. Jed MacKay****
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Mackenzie****
R. Manke****
Dr. & Mrs. M. A. Manuel***
Mr. & Mrs. R. Gordon Marantz****
Ms Camille Martin
Roberto Mauro† & Erin Wall†**
Georgina McLennan****
Shawn McReynolds & Elaine Kierans***
Dr. Don Melady & 
 Mr. Rowley Mossop****
Pauline Menkes*
Eileen Mercier****
Dr. Alan C. Middleton****
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Millward***
Dr. Judy Miner
Mr. Minhas Mohamed
Audrey & David Mirvish****
Dr. David N. Mitchell & 
 Dr. Susan M. Till****
Ms Deborah V. Moorthy 
Robert Morassutti****
Alice Janet Morgan****
Gael Mourant & Caroline Hubberstey**
Professor David J. Murray****
Roald Nasgaard and Lori Walters**
David & Mary Neelands****
Dr. Steven Nitzkin**** 
Sally-Ann Noznesky****
Annette Oelbaum**
Dr. James & Mrs. Valda Oestreicher****
Emile Oliana & Alvin Iu****
Martin & Myrna Ossip**
Eileen & Ralph Overend***
Julia & Liza Overs****
Dr. & Mrs. N. Pairaudeau**** 
Dr. & Mrs. William M. Park****
Douglas L. Parker****
Dr. A. Angus Peller***
Dr. Norbert Perera****
Ms Victoria Pinnington****
Mr. & Mrs. Domenic Porporo***
Mary Jean & Frank Potter****
Georgia Prassas****
Dr. Mark Quigley & Elaine Conn**** 
Robert Radke**
Margrit & Tony Rahilly****
Stephen Ralls & Bruce Ubukata****
Mr. Al Ramsay & Dr. Michael Daniels
Carol & Morton Rapp****
Gabrielle & Greg Richards****
Carolyn Ricketts****
Emily & Fredrick Rizner****
Ms Nada Ristich**
Clara Robert***
Gordon Robison & David Grant**
In Memory of John & Norma Rogers*

Dr. Michael & Mary Romeo****
Mr. Tom Rothfels**
Rainer & Sharyn Rothfuss****
Silke Rudelbach*
Glenn & Beverly Sakaki
Annie Sale**
Ann Savege**
Mary Schulz***
Carol Seifert & Bruno Tesan****
Robert & Geraldine Sharpe****
Dr. Bernie & Mrs. Bobbie Silverman****
Rod & Christina Simpson*
Mr. Keith & Mrs. Dorothy Sjögren**
Jay Smith & Laura Rapp**
Stephen & Jane Smith**** 
David Smukler****
Dr. Harley Smyth & 
 Carolyn McIntire Smyth***
Ms  C. Soles
Dr. Joseph So****
Ms. Karen Sparks 
Martha E. Spears****
F.E.A. Specht****
Ms Gillian Stacey*
Danielle Stampley & Daniel Bach
Paul Steep & Anne McNeilly**
Oksana R. Stein****
Martin Stone***
Mr Philip Street & Ms Vanessa Grant*
Dr. Will Frosiam Siegel & 
 Margaret Swaine****
Eric Tang & Dr. James Miller****
Anna Talenti****
Mr. Alex Tosheff**
Dr. Yvonne Verbeeten****
Mr. Paul Vezina* 
Mr. Andrew Volpe
Dr. Helen Vosu & Donald Milner****
Robert Wakefield & 
 Louis Charpentier****
Elizabeth Walker****
David Roffey & Karen Walsh****
Donald & Margaret Walter****
Ted & Erica Warkentin*
Joseph Wearing & Michael Johnson****
Ms Marni Whitaker
Melanie Whitehead***
Robert Elliott & Paul Wilson***
Ms Winnie Wong
John Wright & Chung-Wai Chow***
Linda Young***
Carole & Bernie Zucker*** 
Anonymous ( 22 )

FRIENDS OF THE COC

SUSTAINING FRIENDS 
$1,750 – $2,249
Michael Benedict & Martha Lowrie****
Ms Hope Elizabeth Anna Clement**
Russell Finch*
Mr. Kazik Jedrzejczak****
Paul & Marcia Kavanagh*
Susan McCawley***
Ms Marianne Orr**
Marlene Pollock Sheff***
Peter Wismath
Anonymous

ASSOCIATE FRIENDS  
$1,150 – $1,749
James E. Brown****
Murray & Judy Bryant****
Hedy Burton*
Mr. Vincent Castellano

Maurice J. Clement****
Philip J. Conlon & Tina Conlon****
Mr. Darren Day****
Howard & Kathrine Eckler****
Mr. Ossama El Naggar**
Dr. Hugh Gayler & Ms Eileen Martin****
Alison Girling & Paul Schabas***
Les & Marion Green****
Ms Cathryn Gregor****
Ms Alison Harvison Young & 
 Mr. Herman J. Wilton-Siegel***
Mr. Adrian Ishak
Dr. Milos Krajny****
Yakov Lerner†**
Ms Susan Lowe
Andrew and Harriet Lyons**
P. Anne Mackay****
Dr. Heather Maclean*
Mary P. MacLean****
Mary McClymont****
P & N Mercer*
Mrs. Maria Mesaros*
Paul and Lynne Milnes**
Mr. Carl Morey****
Ms Ayako Ochi
Dr. Michael O’Mahony
Sean O’Neill & Victoria Cowling****
Mervyn Pickering*
Ms Adrianne Pieczonka
Dr. Peter Ray****
Mr. Anthony Rubin****
Ms June Ryan**
Ms Elisabeth Scarff****
Ms Maggie Siggins**
Mrs. Julia Smith***
John Spears and Elisabeth Marsden****
Paul and Dorothy Stanwood**
Dr. W. & Dr. K Stavraky****
Olga Streltchenko and Joel Sachs*
Ms Peg Thoen***
Dr. Lynne Thurling***
Ms June Yee****
Anonymous (9)

CONTRIBUTING FRIENDS 
$750 – $1,149
Carol & Ernest Albright****
Albert and Nancy Alexanian*
Mr. Brian Anderson****
Leila Appleford****
Dr. I. L. Babb Fund at the Toronto 

Community Foundation****
Alyson Barnett Cowan***
Peter & Leslie Barton****
Mr. Joseph & Mrs. Rosa P Berkowitz****
Anthony Bird****
Mr. Tiler A. Bradshaw*
Mrs. Gabrielle and Miss Karina Bray**
Ms Judith Burrows****
Dr. Barbara Caffery & Dr. Art Caspary*
Kate Capogreco
Mr. Franco & Mrs. Betty Catanzariti***
Dr. Wendy C. Chan**
Harold Chmara and Danny Hoy****
Robert D. Cook***
William Cowan & Elodie Fourquet***
Sylvain Crozon**
Mr. Justin Delwo
Mr. Stephen F. Dineley & 
 Ms Penelope Rose****
Mr. Michael Disney***
Lynne D DiStefano*
Drs. S. Done & S. Mace****
Mrs. Sandra Donin****
Peter & Anne Dotsikas****
Professor Paul Dunn*
Ms Eleanor L. Ellins****
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PHOTO CREDITS: FRONT COVER: photo: Camille Rogers and Rebecca Gray in Pomegranate (Buddies in Bad 
Times Theatre, 2019), photo: Dahlia Katz. PAGES 2 & 3: photos: COC. PAGE 10: COC season creative: BT/A. PAGE 
13: photo: Gaetz Photography. PAGES 17 to 19, 22, 29: photos: COC. 

The above Individual Support Gifts were made as of May 15, 2023.

* five to nine years of support
** 10 to 14 years of support
*** 15 to 19 years of support
**** 20 or more years of support
† COC administration, chorus or orchestra member
‡ Endowment

Despite the staff’s extensive efforts to avoid errors and omissions, mistakes can occur. If your name was omitted, listed 
incorrectly or misspelled, we apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused. We would appreciate being notified of any 
errors at 416-847-4949.

Corporate 
Matching 
Partners
The Canadian Opera Company 
gratefully acknowledges the following 
organizations that have matched gifts 
by their employees:

Burgundy Asset Management Ltd.
Canadian Tire Corporation Limited
Getty Images
IBM Canada Inc.

Jennifer & Frank Flower****
Mr. Robert Gatfield**
Mr. M. Gerwin & Mrs. J. Rutledge***
Neil Graham and Jeanie Nishimura***
In Memory of Victoria Woods**
Ms Julianna A. Greenspan*
Mr. Charles Greiner**
Colin Gruchy****
Dr. & Mrs. Voldemars Gulens****
Helen & Richard Holtby****
Diana Hronsky****
In loving memory of 
 Joyce Whitney Hughes**
James Hughes****
Margaret and Chris Ibey****
Mr. Arthur A. Kennedy**
Heidi & Khalid Khokhar****
Lilian Kilianski† & Brian Pritchard**
Mai Kirch****
Dr. & Mrs. L. A. Kitchell****
Mr. George and Mrs. Dorothea Kostecki
Mr. James R. Lake****
Harry Lane****
Earl B. Law****
Giles le Riche & Rosemary Polczer****
No Sacrifice Bags Inc.**
Claus & Heather Lenk***
Steve Lurie CM
Ms Joanna F. Manning
Tim & Jane Marlatt****
Mr. Emmanuel Martinez
Gerda Marz*
Mr. Andrew McFarlane*
Jil McIntosh****
Hélène and Ray McLenaghan
Mrs. Mathilde Mittermair**

James & Mary Morgan**
Dr. Mary Ann Mountain**
Paul N. Murphy***
Mr. Raymond Murphy and 
 Ms Glerry Vanderkuyp*
Eve Nash****
Jean O’Grady***
Karen Olinyk†**
Mr. James Posluns*
In memory of Emily V. Rankin****
Dr. Shelley Rechner****
Mr. Joseph Reid
Ms Dorothee Retterath**
Ms Virginia Robeson***
David Robison
Ms Joan Rosenfield***
Kenneth Russell***
Mr. Geoffrey Rytell
Dr. Beata Rzepka
Kevin and Sabine Smart*
Mrs. Pamela A. Smith****
The Sorbara Group of Companies****
Carole Stelmack****
Terry Tator****
Dr. R. Paul Thompson**
Corina Vana & Thomas Budd
Dr. Nancy F. Vogan****
Mr. Wayne Vogan†****
George Vona & Lark Popov***
Sharon Watanabe*
Ms Melanie Webb
Ray Whitehead***
Ms Stephanie Whittick and 
 Mr. Angelo Tauro*
Tricia Younger*
Anonymous (5)

VOX

TRAILBLAZER
$1,200-$2,249
Mr. Robert C. J. Baines*
Jon de Porter
Ms CJ Fitzgerald

VISIONARY
$600 - $1,199
Mr. Dorian Cox†
Mr. Max Gubert*
Mr. Jing Xian Li
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2022/2023 CORPORATE SPONSORS 
AND FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS

PRESENTING SPONSOR OF 
SHARE THE OPERA

PRESENTING SPONSOR, FREE CONCERT SERIES IN THE RICHARD BRADSHAW AMPHITHEATRE

PRESENTING SPONSOR OF EQUITY, DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION INITIATIVES

PRODUCTION SPONSOR
PUCCINI’S TOSCA

PRESENTING SPONSOR,
OPERA MAKERS

ARTIST HOSTING PARTNER

SUPPORTER OF ENSEMBLE STUDIO 
AND CENTRE STAGE

Making the Arts
More Accessible®

PIANO SPONSOR

PRODUCTION SPONSOR 
VERDI’S MACBETH
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an Ontario government agency
un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
The Canadian Opera Company gratefully acknowledges the generous support through operating grants from 
these government agencies and departments:

OPERATING SUPPORT

ENSEMBLE STUDIO, ENDOWMENT SUPPORT
AND TOURISM RELIEF FUND

For many programs and special initiatives undertaken each year by the Canadian Opera Company, we gratefully 
acknowledge project funding from:

Employment and Social Development Canada

SPECIAL PROJECT FUNDING

Canada Council for the Arts

$100,000 +
The Azrieli Foundation 

$50,000 – $99,999
The George Cedric Metcalf Charitable 

Foundation
Chair-man Mills Inc. 
The Hal Jackman Foundation at the 

Ontario Arts Foundation
Rogers Communications Inc.
The Schulich Foundation

$10,000 – $49,999
Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP
Davies Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP
Goldman Sachs
Hatch
Jackman Foundation 
The Lloyd Carr-Harris Foundation
The H. John McDonald Foundation
The McLean Foundation
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
Vida Peene Fund at the Canada 

Council for the Arts
Anonymous (1)

$5,000 – $9,999
Balzac’s Coffee Roasters 
The Hope Charitable Foundation
The JP Bickell Foundation 
The Lewitt Family Foundation 
Local 58 Charitable Benefit Fund
S.M. Blair Foundation 
Shinex Window Cleaning Inc.
Unit Park Holdings Inc.

$2,500 – $4,999
Hicks Memorial Fund at the Calgary 

Foundation
The Primrose Charitable Foundation

$1,000 - $2,499
Gill Ratcliffe Foundation
Jarvis & Associates
The Kenneth G Mills Foundation 
O’Shanter Development Company 
The Abe & Elsie Posluns Foundation 
The Powis Family Foundation
Anonymous (1)

HOSTING SPONSORS
The Chase Hospitality Group 

FINE WINE AUCTION 2022 
Presenting Sponsor:
Graywood Developments 

Iron Gate Auctions
Ranger Wine

Philip Anisman, in continuing memory 
of Ken Lewis

Lisa Balfour Bowen & the late 
 Walter M. Bowen
Mr. Andrew Beach
Lou Cairo and Monique Dugas 

Household
Mr. Andrew Carragher
Paul & Joyce Chapnick
Scott Fairley and Eden Oliver
Catherine Fauquier
Michael Gibbens & Julie Lassonde
Chris Hoffmann & Joan Eakin
Dr. George Luczkiw
Mr. Scot A. Martin
James and Silvia McGovern 

Household
Mr. Michael S. Penner
Andy Pringle
Lynda Reeves & Michel Zelnik
Mr. Stephen Sandler
Mr. Daniel Schlaepfer

Marion & Gerald Soloway
Ms Janis Sternhill
Mr. Andrew Vernon
James and Katherine Warrington 

Household
Graham Watchorn 
Anonymous (1) 

CENTRE STAGE: ENSEMBLE 
STUDIO COMPETITION 2022

Presenting Sponsor
RBC

Finalist Sponsors
Letko Brosseau Global Investment 

Management
Morgan Meighen & Associates 

Investment Management

Premium Spotlight Experience 
Supporters
W. Bruce C. Bailey
BT/A Advertising
Burgundy Asset Management

Supporting Sponsors
Ernst & Young
Jon de Porter 

Contributing Sponsors
McCarthy Tetrault LLP
Linda & Michael Hutcheon

Event Supporters 
BT/A Advertising
Chair-man Mills Corp.
The Chase
The Kit
Planta Queen
Spirit of York Distillery Co.
Wellington Printworks Inc.

RESILIENT COMMUNITIES
FUND
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