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	AGENDA


	9:00 AM
	Welcome to the Institute 
Conference co-organizers: Eliana El Khoury and Deb Homuth, Athabasca University; Susana Ku Caronell, McMaster University

	9:10 AM PRESENTATION

	Blessing Maregere, Leeds Trinity University, U.K.

“Professional Discussion as a Dialogic and Alternative Assessment in Higher Education”

This presentation explores Professional Discussion (PD) as an innovative dialogic assessment method that provides a robust alternative to traditional written examinations and essays. Rooted in dialogic pedagogy and formative assessment theory, PD engages learners in structured, evidence-based conversations that allow them to articulate knowledge, demonstrate professional judgement, and critically reflect on practice in authentic ways. Unlike one-off tests, PDs create a dynamic space for co-construction of meaning between students and educators, fostering deeper learning, reflective engagement, and inclusivity. Drawing from doctoral research on degree apprenticeships, the session will illustrate how PDs can be adapted for healthcare education to assess both technical competence and human-centred skills such as empathy, ethical reasoning, and communication. Participants will gain practical insights into designing, facilitating, and assuring quality in PDs, while also considering their potential as AI-resistant, authentic assessments that mirror real-world professional dialogue.


	
	

	9:30AM
KEYNOTE ADDRESS
	Zoha Salam, McMaster University, Canada

“Centering Experience, Confronting Racism: Transforming Healthcare Education”
 Healthcare education must move beyond traditional assessment to address inequities and prepare future professionals for justice-oriented practice. This talk explores how anti-racist pedagogy and experience centred learning can reshape classrooms into spaces of equity, care, and critical engagement. Rooted in un-grading, the approach prioritizes reflection, collaboration, and student agency over rigid evaluation that often reproduces systemic disadvantage. By centring lived experience, students connect theory to practice while examining racism as a determinant of health. Creative assignments foster deeper learning and validate diverse perspectives. These strategies are essential for meaningful transformation in healthcare education.


	
	

	10:05 AM 

	Xiaoyan Ma, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, U.S.A.

“Using GACSS, AI-Assisted Assessment Tool to Bridge Learning and Assessment”

Traditional assessment methods often fall short in measuring and developing real-world readiness. This session explores the potential of alternative assessments, focusing on using AI-enhanced strategies to foster authentic, dynamic learning.
An intentional design of Gen AI Clinical Stakeholder Simulation (GACSS) integrates prompt engineering to create realistic persona-driven conversations. In these simulations, students engage in dialogue with AI-generated stakeholders, responding to complex questions, gathering contextual data, and demonstrating professional reasoning in real time. GACSS shows how AI can be used ethically and strategically to design robust, measurable, and scalable assessments aligned with cognitive science and competency-based education. The session will guide participants through practical approaches to framing assessments not just as evaluations of learning, but as a tool for authentic learning which reinforces feedback, reflection, and higher-order thinking. Actionable ideas will be discussed regarding integrating similar assessments into participants’ programs to meet both pedagogical and accreditation demands.


	
	

	10:30 AM
PRESENTATION
	 Claire Hay and Devon McLellan, University of the Fraser Valley, Canada

“Application-based Assessments” 

Pharmacology and medication administration is an area of nursing practice that is a source of anxiety for many students. It is also high risk, requiring care and vigilance to prevent potentially life-threatening errors. At our institution, students complete this 2-credit course in semester one while simultaneously completing anatomy and physiology and before taking pathophysiology. This sequence amplifies student anxiety and impacts their likelihood of success. Recognizing this challenge, assignments were redesigned from rote memorization of medication information to making meaningful preparation for the clinical setting. Reimagined assignments focused instead on developing skills to support present and future needs. Three new assignments were created. Peer feedback and self-assessment support instructor evaluation in these assessments. The final exam has also been modified to a series of application-style case studies where drug information is provided. This presentation will show how these assessments lay a strong foundation for safe medication administration in the clinical setting.


	10:55 AM
PRESENTATION
	Tracy Christianson, Thompson Rivers University, Canada

“Collaborative Quizzing for Deeper Understanding” 

Collaborative quizzing is an innovative assessment strategy that enhances learning in undergraduate nursing education by combining peer interaction with formative evaluation. Students will complete quizzes in small groups, engage in discussion, debate and consensus-building to answer questions. This method promotes deeper understanding of course content, reinforces critical thinking, and fosters teamwork—key competencies in nursing practice. Collaborative quizzing also reduces test anxiety and encourages active learning, allowing students to learn from one another while applying theoretical knowledge in a supportive environment. Reflective debriefs following the quiz further strengthen metacognitive skills and self-awareness. This presentation describes the collaborative quizzing technique and highlights its benefits to student learning, including improved engagement, communication, and clinical reasoning.


	
	

	11:15 AM PRESENTATION
	Sarah Ilori, University of Regina, Canada

“Enhancing Engagement in an Asynchronous Online Course”

Online asynchronous courses often struggle with limited peer interaction and lack of meaningful dialogue due to conflicting student schedules. To address this challenge, I developed a low-tech, flexible video discussion assignment designed to foster engagement and collaborative learning for an asynchronous class on family health. Students were tasked with 6 video submissions over the course of the semester. Students were assigned to small groups based to discuss guided questions related to course readings and their clinical experiences, recording a short video of their conversation. Participation was individually assessed based on contributions rather than group performance, encouraging accountability. Students had the option to complete an individual reflective blog post if they were unable to meet synchronously with their peers. This strategy, worth 5% weekly, resulted in increased participation, deeper reflections, and strong peer-to-peer learning. Despite initial hesitation, students reported enjoying the opportunity to “bounce ideas off each other” and appreciated the flexibility of submitting at any point during the term. This presentation will share the design, implementation, and outcomes of this alternative assessment, and offer practical tips for adopting a similar approach.


	
	

	11:35 PRESENTATION 
	Sarah Ilori, University of Regina, Canada

“Case-Based Learning with Gen AI Support: Building Clinical Judgment Skills in Medical-Surgical Nursing”
Developing critical thinking and clinical judgment skills is essential in medical-surgical nursing education. To create an engaging, formative classroom assessment, I implemented a case-based learning activity where students worked in small groups on different but complementary tasks. One group was provided with a patient scenario that evolved in complexity, requiring them to anticipate changes in clinical status and respond using guided questions. A second group was given only a brief synopsis and tasked with developing a full scenario and plan of care with the aid of generative AI tools. A third group focused on medication management, linking pharmacology to the week’s topic. Senior nursing students acted as facilitators to support the groups, and each group presented their work in class, prompting further discussion and peer learning.

This formative assessment encouraged higher-order thinking, application of theory to practice, and collaborative learning. While some students struggled with group preparedness, the activity demonstrated the potential of integrating case-based learning and AI tools to deepen understanding, promote clinical reasoning, and prepare learners for complex decision-making in practice.

	
	

	12:30 PM
PRESENTATION
	Johannes Cronje (recently retired), Cape Peninsula University of Technology,  South Africa 

“Using LLMs for Literature Surveys through Constructivist Approaches”

The presentation describes a case study in which students were asked to generate a research topic for themselves and then use ChatGPT (chat generative pre-trained transformer) – a language model AI – to generate prompts for their literature survey. The students then used a spreadsheet to organise their research and a branching tree diagram to form the outline of their literature survey. They used mail merge to extract relevant quotations from their spreadsheets and then used a chatbot to assist them in assembling the final literature survey. We compared the work done by the students in the case study to a group of fifth-year students who did not follow the process and found that the students who used the integrated learning approach had developed an insight in the responsible and ethical use of AI. They also had a much clearer understanding of the research process. In contrast, the fifth-year group simply asked the AI to write the literature survey, resulting in a well-written but vacuous piece of work filled with falsehoods, hallucinations, and fake references. The presentation concludes by pointing out that constructivist learning tasks can help students develop a good understanding of the value of a good prompt and use a step-by step approach to generate the final project. It suggests that in future, the emphasis should be placed on the process of writing with AI, whereas in a posthuman sense, the focus should not be on the student, but on the task.


	
	

	1:00 PM
KEYNOTE
ADDRESS
	 Céline Lemay, Université du Québec, Canada
“Assessing the Being of Being a Midwife: A Journey"

The formation of midwives needs to ensure to the larger society that autonomous
and competent professionals are being developed who are providing safe care in reproductive health. But there is also a duty to do a transmission of the midwifery paradigm. This raises the question of the assessment of the “being” of being a midwife including confidence, mastering the “quiet alert state”, guardianship, holding space, etc. The presentation will explore ways to assess this invisible essential of midwifery in hopes that other healthcare occupations with other paradigms may consider how to do the same. 

	
	

	1:35 
PRESENTATION
	Harman Hans, University of the Fraser Valley, Canada 

“Testing Cultural Knowledge through Case Studies” 

In this presentation you will hear how students apply the content presented in the classroom to a case study using very brief notes. Communication approaches and themes from the discussions are evaluated.


	1:55 PM
CLOSING REMARKS 
	Eliana ElKhoury, Athabasca University
Hear how you can access presentation recordings, slideshows, etc.

	
	



