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MONTREAL�±�Quebec�Education�Minister�JeanFrançois�Roberge�said�Thursday�he�may�allow�the�Commission�Scolaire�de�Montréal�(CSDM)�and
the�English�Montreal�School�Board�(EMSB)�to�speak�at�the�upcoming�school�board�reform�hearings.

This�comes�after�the�government�previously�left�the�two�school�boards��the�largest�in�the�province��off�its�list�of�potential�speakers�for�the
hearings,�which�are�set�to�run�from�Nov.�4�to�12.

The�Coalition�Avenir�Quebec�(CAQ)�stated�Wednesday�it�wanted�to�have�a�limited�committee�hearing,�which�means�only�groups�that�are�invited�will
be�able�to�speak.

The�four�parties�in�the�National�Assembly��the�CAQ,�Quebec�Liberal�Party,�Parti�Québécois�(PQ)�and
Québec�Solidaire��have�been�tussling�since�Wednesday�to�reach�common�ground�on�who�will�be�invited�to
the�hearings.

The�three�opposition�parties�have�proposed�a�total�of�around�200�possible�speakers,�while�the�CAQ�is
offering�about�40.

"We�think�it¶s�important�that�a�wider�consultation,�or�at�least�that�a�number�of�boards,�particularly�in�the
English�sector,�including�ours,�would�be�consulted,"�said�Noel�Burke,�Lester�B.�Pearson�School�Board
(LBPSB)�chairperson.

The�government�has�suggested�that�31�groups�be�chosen�to�attend�the�hearings.�That�has�left�opposition
members�accusing�the�CAQ�of�trying�to�bulldoze�procedures�and�use�its�majority�to�quickly�adopt�the
motion.

The�Quebec�English�School�Boards�Association�(QESBA),�AppeleQuébec�and�the�Fédération�des
commissions�scolaires�du�Québec�(FCSQ)�were�included�on�the�CAQ's�list.

Bill�40,�which�aims�to�turn�school�boards�across�the�province�into�service�centres,�was�tabled�Oct.�1
by�Roberge.

It¶s�a�move�the�government�has�called�³the�end�of�school�boards�as�we�know�it,´�aiming�to�give�more�power
to�the�ministry.

Under�the�bill,�the�French�system�will�lose�its�right�to�hold�elections�to�choose�commissioners�and�directors.�The�English�system�will�keep�that�right,
as�Roberge�acknowledged�the�community�argued�strongly�to�protect�its�minority�language�rights.

The�government�says�it�wants�to�adopt�the�reform�before�the�end�of�the�current�session�in�early�December.

The�legislation�proposes�that�school�boards�cease�to�exist�by�November�2020.

LATEST MONTREAL NE:S

RELATED STORIES

QXebec'V�VchRRl�UefRUP�bill�haV�a
cRPSURPiVe�fRU�Whe�EQgliVh�V\VWeP

The�EQgliVh�cRPPXQiW\�Zill�be�VSaUed
fURP�Whe�bUXQW�Rf�VchRRl�bRaUd
UefRUPV:�CAQ�VRXUce

QXebec�bRaUdV�haYe�PRUe�claVVeV
WhaQ�WeacheUV�aV�kidV�UeWXUQ�WR�VchRRl

PHOTOS

Stock�photo�of�a�classroom.�(skynesher�/
IStock.com)

OQH PaQ GHaG, WKUHH LQMXUHG LQ MRQWUHaO NRUWK VKRRWLQJV
JHaQ DUaSHaX'V SHUVRQaO aUFKLYHV aUH QRZ RSHQ WR WKH SXbOLF
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QXHEHF PRWKHU VHQWHQFHG WR HLJKW
\HDUV LQ SULVRQ IRU WKH GHDWKV RI WKUHH
RI KHU QHZERUQV

UPDATED EFR-FLWL]HQV aVVHPbOH: AQ HQYLURQPHQWaO FRQIHUHQFH
LV WaNLQJ SOaFH WKLV ZHHNHQG
PWHPA SURV WR WaNH RQ THaP KRUHa RQ SXQGa\ LQ LaYaO
WaONLQJ WRXUV RI WKH ROG CKaPSOaLQ BULGJH VHOO RXW LQ OHVV WKaQ a
Ga\

  

¶A UHFLSH IRU ZDU':
PRZHU FRQÁLFWV LQ WKH
MLGGOH EDVW DV
FRXQWULHV VWULNH EDFN-
GRRU GHDOV

:HHNHQG URDG FORVXUHV:
PDMRU TXUFRW, HLJKZD\
20 FRQVWUXFWLRQ WKLV
ZHHNHQG

IQ FRQYHUVDWLRQ ZLWK DU.
RXWK: SH[, SROLWLFV DQG
DERUWLRQ

  

A LRQGRQ EDU LV XVLQJ
IDFLDO UHFRJQLWLRQ; ZKDW
GRHV WKDW PHDQ IRU
CDQDGD?

QXHEHF ORWWHU\ ZLQQHUV
'LQ VKRFN'

DRHV \RXU KRPH KDYH
OHDG ZDWHU SLSHV?
MRQWUHDO ZLOO UHSODFH
WKHP - DQG VHQG \RX WKH
ELOO

  

VLGHR VKRZV GLVWUDFWLRQ
WKHIW DW TRURQWR-DUHD
SDWLR

DUDNH DQG K\OLH JHQQHU
UXPRXUV VZLUO DIWHU KLV
ELUWKGD\ EDVK

AXVWUDOLD'V UOXUX VDFUHG
VLWH SHUPDQHQWO\ FORVHG
WR FOLPEHUV

  

B.C. SROLFH XVLQJ VRFLDO
PHGLD WR GLVFRXUDJH
EDG GULYLQJ

1VW AIULFDQ-APHULFDQ WR
JHW IDFH WUDQVSODQW DOVR
WKH ROGHVW

:RPDQ LQ SDOOLDWLYH
FDUH ÀQDOO\ PDUULHV ORYH
RI KHU OLIH


