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STSVXW

SXY CS[ER: VMVXYEP WSJXFEPP XSYVREQIRX IRHW
YT FIMRK E FMK LMX
After 37 years, the Mike Reid memorial tournament is closing in on $1-million
mark in money raised to help students at Mackay Centre School.
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PLSXS SJ MMOI RIMH XEOIR ETTVS\MQEXIP] X[S ]IEVW FIJSVI LMW HIEXL EW E VIWYPX SJ DYGLIRRI QYWGYPEV H]WXVSTL]. TLI ERRYEP
MMOI RIMH MIQSVMEP SSJXFEPP TSYVREQIRX MR GVIIR¦IPH PEVO LEW VEMWIH $950,000 SZIV XLI ]IEVW. CSYVXIW] SJ XLI RIMH JEQMP]

One of the highlights of m\ summer vacation ever\ August is pla\ing on a team representing the Macka\
Centre School at the Mike Reid Memorial Softball Tournament in Greenfield Park.

The annual tournament was first held in 1985 in memor\ of Mike Reid, who died the previous \ear at age
20 after a long and courageous battle with Duchenne muscular d\stroph\. Wade Wilson, who grew up
across the street from Reid, got together with some buddies and decided to organi]e the tournament to
keep Reid¶s memor\ alive and also raise mone\ for the Macka\ Centre School, where Reid had been a
student. The mone\ raised goes to pa\ for extracurricular activities at the school, which services students
who are deaf, ph\sicall\ disabled and/or have a communication disorder.

After holding the memorial softball tournament for 35 consecutive \ears, it looked like COVID-19
restrictions would end the streak last \ear. Over the \ears, the tournament has become about much more
than just softball and raising mone\ for charit\. It has also become a big social event on the South Shore.

 'A hQNe PeY baNN gaOe' - FQQVgQNf UK OReP chaORKQPU cTQYPed
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Wilson came up with an idea to save the event.ɾHow about a virtual softball tournament?

³I was thinking to m\self what a shame to have to stop this tournament,´ Wilson said. ³I was tr\ing to
think of ideas how we could somehow keep it going and still generate some funds. Normall\ we would

raise between $40,000 and $50,000 each \ear from the tournament. But we figured whatever we could
generate would help for their extracurricular activities.

³I came up with the idea of let¶s do it virtuall\,´ he added. ³I had no idea how it would take off or how it
would be received. However, the reception was unbelievable.´

The virtual tournament ended up raising $18,500 with 32 teams pa\ing a $150 fee to enter. Food and
beer sales make up a big portion of the mone\ normall\ raised at the tournament, so Wilson and the
event organi]ers decided to sell ³virtual beers´ online last \ear as well as holding a raffle for a custom-
built back\ard cooler and selling ads on the tournament website.

³Believe it or not, we sold over $5,000 of virtual beers that nobod\ actuall\ drinks,´ Wilson said.
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CLEVPSXXI BE^MRIX, PIJX, ERH EXLER BYVX XEOI TEVX MR E KVSYT VIEHMRK EWWMKRQIRX EX XLI MEGOE] CIRXVI SGLSSP MR 2017. MSRI]
VEMWIH MR XLI MMOI RIMH WSJXFEPP XSYVREQIRX KSIW XS TE] JSV I\XVEGYVVMGYPEV EGXMZMXMIW EX XLI WGLSSP, [LMGL WIVZMGIW WXYHIRXW [LS
EVI HIEJ, TL]WMGEPP] HMWEFPIH ERH/SV LEZI E GSQQYRMGEXMSR HMWSVHIV. PHOTO B= ALLEN MCINNIS /MSRXVIEP GE^IXXI

As in previous \ears, a tournament draw was held to set up the first-round matchups with the winning
team advancing to the A Division and the losing team going to the B Division with games running
Thursda\ through Sunda\ and champions crowned in both divisions. Numbers 1 through 17 were placed
in the Mike Reid Memorial Troph\ and a number was pulled out for each team and that was their
number of runs scored. The virtual results were also shown live on the tournament¶s Facebook page.

³One da\ we had over 2,000 viewers,´ Wilson said. ³There were people having home parties watching the
Mike Reid tournament at their home to see if the\ were going to advance. The nice thing about this is
that famil\ and friends who don¶t actuall\ pla\ softball can now also participate and their team has a
chance of getting their name on the troph\. In the virtual tournament ever\ team has a chance to win
because it¶s the luck of the draw.´

With the unpredictabilit\ of COVID-19 restrictions this \ear, Wilson had to cancel the on-field Mike Reid
tournament again, but there will be another virtual tournament. The memorial tournament has raised
$950,000 over the \ears and Wilson has set a goal of hitting the $1-million mark if not this \ear then
definitel\ next.

This \ear there are 40 teams registered for the 37th annual Mike Reid Memorial Tournament with the
virtual games starting Thursda\ night and continuing through Sunda\. Virtual beers will be sold again,
200 squares alread\ sold out at $10 each for a raffle to win another custom-made cooler and there¶s a
half-and-half draw on the tournament Facebook page. There¶s also an auction for a Canadiens T-shirt
and hat autographed b\ Nick Su]uki.

³Once again, we¶re tr\ing to make the best of a bad situation,´ Wilson said.

That¶s exactl\ what Reid tried to do while battling the most serious t\pe of muscular d\stroph\ with his
friends and famil\ members sa\ing he never complained as he first had to wear leg braces and was
eventuall\ confined to a wheelchair. Reid was passionate about sports and wheelchair hocke\ became his
favourite to pla\. He loved the Boston Bruins and Bobb\ Orr, the Expos¶ Gar\ Carter and he also loved
the Macka\ Centre School, which he entered in 1971.

In 1982, Reid received the Macka\ Centre¶s Prudence Baxter Award for scholastic achievement and he
also became Quebec¶s poster child for the annual Jerr\ Lewis Labour Da\ telethon for muscular
d\stroph\. After travelling to the WPTZ studios in Plattsburgh, N.Y., to appear on TV as part of the
telethon, Reid decided that he wanted to become a TV sportscaster after graduating from the Macka\
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Centre.

Sadl\, that never happened.

On June 12, 1984, the da\ Reid was supposed to graduate, he died peacefull\ at the Montreal Children¶s
Hospital while surrounded b\ his famil\ and close friends.

The annual softball tournament has kept memories of Reid alive and also helped a lot of other kids.

Not even a pandemic could stop that.

scowan@postmedia.com

twitter.com/StuCowan1
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THIS ;EEK IN FL=ERS

COMMENTS

Postmedia is committed to maintaining a livel\ but civil forum for discussion and encourage all readers
to share their views on our articles. Comments ma\ take up to an hour for moderation before appearing
on the site. We ask \ou to keep \our comments relevant and respectful. We have enabled email
notifications²\ou will now receive an email if \ou receive a repl\ to \our comment, there is an update to
a comment thread \ou follow or if a user \ou follow comments. Visit our Communit\ Guidelines for more
information and details on how to adjust \our email settings.

B\ cOLcNLQg RQ Whe VLgQ XS bXWWRQ \RX cRQVeQW WR UeceLYe Whe abRYe QeZVOeWWeU fURP PRVWPedLa NeWZRUN IQc. YRX Pa\ XQVXbVcULbe aQ\ WLPe b\ cOLcNLQg RQ Whe
XQVXbVcULbe OLQN aW Whe bRWWRP Rf RXU ePaLOV. PRVWPedLa NeWZRUN IQc. _ 365 BORRU SWUeeW EaVW, TRURQWR, OQWaULR, M4W 3L4 _ 416-383-2300

TRENDING

RS]EPQSYRX PSSQW PEVKI EW T.M.R. QYRMGMTEP IPIGXMSR MWWYI1
DS^IRW SJ VIWMHIRXW SJ WEQI WXVIIX MR CìXI-HIW-NIMKIW KIX IZMGXMSR RSXMGIW2
MSRXVIEPIVW [EVRIH XS XEOI TVIGEYXMSRW EW LIEX [EZI WIXXPIW MR3
TLI PVMHI GMVGYMX WXVYKKPIW XS VIHI¦RI MXWIPJ4
CEREHMIRW JEGI LMKL I\TIGXEXMSRW XS QEOI TPE]SJJW RI\X WIEWSR ` HI/O BSRYW5
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NI[WOTMRMSRSTSVXWBYWMRIWW
AVXWLMJIDVMZMRKE-PaTIV 
SYbWGVMbI

FSPPS[ XLI MSRXVIaP Ga^IXXI

AHZIVXMWI WMXL UWDMKMXaP AH RIKMWXV]SMXI MaTCSRXaGXPVMZaG] - UTHaXIHTIVQW SJ UWICST]VMKLX

365 BPSSV SXVIIX EaWX, TSVSRXS, ORXaVMS, M4W 3L4

k 2021 MSRXVIaP Ga^IXXI, a HMZMWMSR SJ PSWXQIHMa NIX[SVO IRG. APP VMKLXW VIWIVZIH. URaYXLSVM^IH HMWXVMbYXMSR, XVaRWQMWWMSR SV
VITYbPMGaXMSR WXVMGXP] TVSLMbMXIH.


