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David Sproule’s name on Westmount High School
memorial plaque

Introduction

By Farangis Dabiry

David Leigh Sproule was one among many
Westmount High school students who fought in
the Second World War. Like most of the other
students, he sacrificed his life during combat. In David Leigh Sproule
this digital biography, I, as current Westmount
High student, would like to express my
gratitude to the fallen soldier. Killed On Active Service

May his sacrifice be remembered and honored.
Early Lifi

F/O R.CAF

Leaving school to join the R.C.A.F (Royal
Canadian Air Force), he received his wings and
commission at Uplands in July, 1942. For some
time he was engaged in anti-submarine patrol
work on the Canadian east coast and was later
posted overseas. In the United Kingdom he was
pilot of a Sunderland flying boat.

David Leigh Sproule, graduated in 1937, was a
former student of Westmount High School.

Son of professor Gordon St. George Sproule, of
Mcgill University, and Mrs. Helen Louise
Sproule of 39 Thornhill avenue, Westmount,

Flying Officer (F/O)Sproule was born in St. He was killed on active service on October 16,
Lambert, Westmount, Montreal, Quebec, 1943. He was only twenty four years old at
Canada on May 29, 1919 . time of his death. Unfortunately there are no

records of his battle details. Sproule was buried
in County Fermanagh, Northern Ireland. A
brother Flt-Lt. Robert Stanley Sproule, on
mobile duty near London, was present at the
funeral. Another brother, William Kelvin
Sproule who was engaged in research with the
International Nickel Company, visited his
parents with his family.

He was educated in Westmount and was
prominent in school athletics, at one time
holding the city championship in school
gymnastics. He attended Mcgill University for
three years and was twice captain of the Mcgill
Gymnasium Club.




Rank, Unit and Duties

David Leigh Sproule was a flying
officer(F/O). He left school to join the
R.C.A.F(Royal Canadian Air Force), he
received his wings and commission at
Uplands in July, 1942. For some time he was
engaged in anti-submarine patrol work on the
Canadian east coast and was later posted
overseas. In the United Kingdom he was pilot
of a Sunderland flying boat.
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David Leigh Sproule’s name on page 216 of Second World War Book of Remembrance
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Royal Canadian Air Force

The Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF) is a part
of National Defence and the Canadian Armed
Forces. It defends and protects Canadian and
North American airspace in partnership with the
United States. The RCAF also contributes to
international peace and security.

The Royal Canadian Air Force played a vital role
in the Second World War, providing thousands of
air personnel, ground crew, and aircraft to all
theatres. It is responsible to provide International
peace and security.

Awards

David Leigh Spoule was awarded the War
Medal 1939-1945 and the 1939-45 Star.

TheWarMedal 1939-45

1939-45 Star



https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence.html
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“He floats through the air

With the greatest of ease.”
DAVID SPROULE (Dave)

Fav. Exp.—“Do any of you babies want milk.”

Pet Avers.—Fresh air fiends.

Pastime—Gym.

Ambition—Olympics 1940.

Activities—Sr.. Gym Team ’35, ’36, ’37; Leaders Corps, *34, 35,
36, °37; Life Saving Med. ’35; First Aid ’35, 36, "37.

David L. Sproule’s School Life
And his passion for sports

IN MEMORY OF FORMER PUPILS
OF WESTMOUNT HIGH SCHOOL v As shown in his yearbook graduating picture, David was very
WHO MADE THE SUPREME"SACRIEICE passionate about sports. He was prominent in school athletics, at one
ik . e - time holding the city championship in school gymnastics. He was
‘ twice captain of the Mcgill Gymnasium Club. Above you can see
David’s picture in his gymnastic team through three years of high
school.

Westmount high school’s war memorial plaque: In memory of former pupils of WHS who made the supreme sacrifice
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His grave marker

Irvinestown church of Ireland churchyard, County
Fermangh, Northern Ireland
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