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Letter from the President

Dear Class of 2026,

Today marks the close of an important chapter in your lives and the 
beginning of an extraordinary new journey. You have reached this 
milestone through dedication, perseverance and purpose, and I extend 
my sincere congratulations to each of you. Along the way, you have 
demonstrated not only academic achievement but the character and 
commitment that define a life of service.

When you began your studies at Kansas City University, you did so with 
the understanding that the world you would enter is ever-changing 
and often unpredictable. In the face of that reality, you chose to pursue 
a calling greater than yourselves. Your resilience, your dedication to 
healing and discovery, and your steadfast commitment to our values of 
excellence, equity and empathy represent the very best of KCU and of 
the professions you now enter.

You graduate not only as accomplished individuals, but as a community 
connected by shared experiences, compassion and purpose. As you step 
forward into a world that needs your knowledge, leadership and care, 
I encourage you to remain guided by our mission of improving the well-
being of  the communities we serve.

Your relationship with KCU does not end today. You will always be part 
of our history, our community and our future. I hope you will remain 
connected to your alma mater through alumni engagement, lifelong 
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learning, mentorship and support for those who will follow in your 
path. Your voice, your presence and your passion will continue to shape 
our shared legacy.

As we close this momentous day, I leave you with the words of 
anthropologist Margaret Mead, who said, “Never doubt that a small 
group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, 
it’s the only thing that ever has.” Class of 2026, your years of dedication, 
your resilience and your compassion have prepared you not only to 
advance knowledge, but to improve lives – to bring hope where there is 
uncertainty and healing where it is most needed.

I am deeply proud of all you have achieved and profoundly grateful for 
the purpose and promise you carry forward. Congratulations to each 
and every one of our graduates of the Class of 2026.

Yours truly,

Marc B. Hahn, DO, FAOCA
President & Chief  Executive Officer
Kansas City University
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Processional

Welcome
Marc B. Hahn, DO, FAOCA

President & Chief  Executive Officer of  Kansas City University

National Anthem

Invocation
Linda C. Niessen, DMD, MPH, MPP

Dean of  the College of  Dental Medicine & Vice Provost for Oral Health Affairs 

Greetings from the Board of Trustees
Robert S. Juhasz, DO, MACOI, FACP

Chair of  the Kansas City University Board of  Trustees 

Keynote Address
R. Shawn Martin 

Executive Vice President & Chief  Executive Officer of  the American Academy of  Family Physicians

Conferring of the Honorary Degree
W. Joshua Cox, DO, FACOFP

Interim Provost, Executive Dean of  the College of  Osteopathic Medicine & Vice Provost for Medical Affairs

Will Confer the Doctor of Humane Letters Upon

R. Shawn Martin 
Executive Vice President & Chief  Executive Officer of  the American Academy of  Family Physicians

Presentation of the Kansas City University 
College of Biosciences Classes of 2026

Kim Tran, MD, PhD
Dean of  the College of  Biosciences & Vice Provost for Research

Kevin Douglas Sullivan
Class of  2026 Graduate 

Charleigh Sullivan
Daughter of  Kevin Sullivan&
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Conferring of Degrees upon the Kansas City University
College of Biosciences Classes of 2026

Marc B. Hahn, DO, FAOCA
President and Chief  Executive Officer of  Kansas City University

Presentation of the Kansas City University
College of Osteopathic Medicine Class of 2026

W. Joshua Cox, DO, FACOFP
Interim Provost, Executive Dean of  the College of  Osteopathic Medicine & Vice Provost for Medical Affairs

Conferring of Degrees upon the Kansas City University
College of Osteopathic Medicine Class of 2026

Marc B. Hahn, DO, FAOCA
President and Chief  Executive Officer of  Kansas City University

The Osteopathic Oath
W. Joshua Cox, DO, FACOFP

Interim Provost, Executive Dean of  the College of  Osteopathic Medicine & Vice Provost for Medical Affairs

Commissioning of Officers into the Armed Forces
Philip Volpe, DO

Major General, United States Army (Ret.) & Associate Professor of  Primary Care

Alumni Association Welcome 
Denise Bratcher, DO

Professor of  Pediatrics at the University of  Missouri-Kansas City School of  Medicine, 
Dr. Sidney F. Pakula Endowed Chair in Graduate Medical Education & Alumna of  the Class of  1986

Benediction
Carlton Abner, DNP, RN-BC

Vice Provost for Student Engagement and Well-Being

Recessional



6

Platform Party

Marc B. Hahn, DO, FAOCA
President & Chief  Executive Officer of  

Kansas City University

Robert S. Juhasz, DO, MACOI, FACP
Chair of  the Kansas City University 

Board of  Trustees 

W. Joshua Cox, DO, FACOFP
Interim Provost, Executive Dean of  the College of  

Osteopathic Medicine & Vice Provost for Medical Affairs

Kenneth A. Heiles, DO, FACOFP dist.
Joplin Campus Dean of  the 

College of  Osteopathic Medicine

Sharon Gustowski, DO, MPH, FAAO
Kansas City Campus Dean of  the 
College of  Osteopathic Medicine

Linda C. Niessen, DMD, MPH, MPP
Dean of  the College of  Dental Medicine & 

Vice Provost for Oral Health Affairs

Kim Tran, MD, PhD
Dean of  the College of  Biosciences & 

Vice Provost for Research

John Paulson, DO, PhD
Interim Dean of  the College of  Health 

Professions & Professor of  Family Medicine
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Carlton Abner, DNP, RN-BC
Vice Provost for Student Engagement and Well-Being 

Robert Arnce, MD
Interim Vice Dean of  the College of  Osteopathic Medicine & 

Associate Professor of  Emergency Medicine

Philip Volpe, DO
Major General, United States Army (Ret.) & 

Associate Professor of  Primary Care

Jason Malousek, PsyD
President of  Faculty Senate, Assistant Director of  Clinical Psychology 

Training & Assistant Professor of  Health Service Psychology

Denise Bratcher, DO
Professor of  Pediatrics at the University of  Missouri-Kansas City School of  Medicine, 

Dr. Sidney F. Pakula Endowed Chair in Graduate Medical Education & Alumna of  the Class of  1986

R. Shawn Martin 
Executive Vice President & Chief  Executive Officer 

of  the American Academy of  Family Physicians

David Lingerfelt, EdD, MBA
Clinical Assistant Professor of  Management and Analytics & Director of  the 

DO/MBA Program for the Rockhurst University Helzberg School of  Management

Eleanor Rogan, PhD
Associate Dean of  Strategic Initiatives for the University of  Nebraska 

Medical Center College of  Public Health



Faculty Hooders

Sharon Gustowski, DO, MPH, FAAO
Kansas City Campus Dean of  the 
College of  Osteopathic Medicine 

Bruce Williams, DO, FACOFP dist. 
Associate Dean of  Clinical Education & 

Associate Professor of  Primary Care 

Gautam J. Desai, DO, FACOFP dist.
Chair & Professor of  Primary Care 

Larry Segars, PharmD, DrPH, 
BCPS, FACE, FCCP, RPh

Chair & Associate Professor of  Basic Sciences 

Kevin Treffer, DO, FACOFP
Chair & Associate Professor of  

Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine 

Rebecca Bowden, PhD
Senior Director of  Simulation & 

Professor of  Immunology

Rex Archer, MD, MPH
Director of  Population and Public Health & 

Professor of  Public Health 

Doug Bittel, PhD
Professor of  Biosciences 

Amy Sickel, PsyD  
Director of  Clinical Psychology Training & 

Assistant Professor of  Health Service Psychology

Jason Malousek, PsyD
President of  Faculty Senate, Assistant Director of  Clinical Psychology 

Training & Assistant Professor of  Health Service Psychology

Esperanza Anaya, PhD
Assistant Program Director & Associate Professor 

of  Health Service Psychology

Jennifer Fugate, PhD
Associate Professor of  Health Service Psychology

Nichmarie Soto Bonilla, PhD
Assistant Professor of  Health Service Psychology

Nicole Ford, PhD
Assistant Professor of  Biosciences

Eleanor Rogan, PhD
Associate Dean of  Strategic Initiatives for the University 
of  Nebraska Medical Center College of  Public Health

David Lingerfelt, EdD, MBA
Clinical Assistant Professor of  Management and Analytics 
& Director of  the DO/MBA Program for the Rockhurst 

University Helzberg School of  Management
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Dignitaries

Faculty Marshal
Jason Malousek, PsyD

Faculty Senate President, Assistant Director of  Clinical Psychology Training & Assistant Professor of  Health Service Psychology

Nicole Fremarek, DO, MBA, FAAFP
Assistant Professor of  Primary Care

Larry Segars, PharmD, DrPH, 
BCPS, FACE, FCCP, RPh  

Chair & Associate Professor of  Basic Sciences 

Gregory Fitch, PhD
Professor of  Biosciences

Amber Schmidtke, PhD
Assistant Dean of  Student Success & 
Associate Professor of  Basic Sciences

Ray Newman, MD  
Chief  Medical Officer for Score 1 for Health & 

Associate Professor of  Pediatrics

Ryan Cox, PhD
Director of  COM Student Success

Readers
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Student Marshal for the 
College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Shay Brooks Koch 
Silver Stethoscope Award Recipient

Gonfalonier for the 
College of Osteopathic Medicine

Shaili Pankaj Patel
Class President of  the College of  

Osteopathic Medicine Student Senate

Student Marshal for the 
College of Biosciences 
Nathaniel Aaron McKee

Dean's Student of  the Year Award Recipient 

Gonfalonier for the 
College of Biosciences

Luke Anthony Ricci
Class President of  the College of  

Biosciences Student Senate
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Pearl Afetornu 
Qusay Mushir Al Barghouthi

Moaunes Albataineh
Hakima M. Ali

Raghad M. Aljassimi
Nnamdi Ifeanyichukwu Anene

Safra Andrea Arevalo
Anthony Enrique Barberena

Rimki Barua
Britney Hope Bounvongxay

Devianni Kamiseya Campbell
Bethany Cheng

Ashley Nicole Christianson
Mariana de Andrea Pereira

Evelyn Delgado
Alli Jo Demuth

Ebunoluwa Durosinmi
Prae Gamel

Maria Garcia
Ziyyah Gardner

Shraddha Ghanta
Isha Hitesh Gondaliya

Titan Grieshaber
Ruby Samantha Hernandez

Daysha Isaac-Collier

Averi Nicole Johnson
Noah Matthew Jordan
Hannah Karizamimba 

Hamza Khan
Zenobia Lai
Haley Lewis

Abigail Victoria Lopez
Maryam Mahmood

Nathaniel Aaron McKee
Maddison Meehan

Broderick T. Mispagel
Skyy Windsor Myers 

Caitlin Ashton Neighbor
Mahdieh Noori

Madeline Lucille Oliver 
Nihar Patel

Shreya Srilakshmi Rachapudi
Luke Anthony Ricci

Carlos Robles
Ethan Arie Rosler

Deekshitha Thotapalli
Matthew Vail

Sara Vega
Haya Kaaed Zidan 

Latin honors for graduates of  the College of  Biosciences will be awarded at the conclusion of  the current academic year.

Julie Marie Koester
Myris Kramsch

Lynndy Le
Travis Lee

Sreenidhi Rao
Iyenoma Ediae Reuben

Susmita Wagley

Candidates for the Master of  Science in Biomedical Sciences Research

Candidates for the Master of  Science in Biomedical Sciences
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Candidates for the Doctor of  Psychology in Clinical Psychology

Latin honors for graduates of  the College of  Biosciences will be awarded at the conclusion of  the current academic year.

Candidates for the Master of  Science in Biomedical Sciences Research

Maria Sheeba Aaron
Pre-Doctoral Internship Completed at:

Southeast Human Services Center
Fargo, ND

Gracie Elizabeth Cowan
Pre-Doctoral Internship Completed at:

University of  Kansas Counseling 
and Psychological Services

Lawrence, KS

Kaitlyn Marie Emmons
Pre-Doctoral Internship Completed at:

National Psychology Training Consortium
Central Region: Burrell Behavioral Health

Springfield, MO

Rylee Hendricks
Pre-Doctoral Internship Completed at:

Nebraska Internship Consortium: 
MMI Comprehensive School Based Services

Lincoln, NE

Jocelin Adriana Linares
Pre-Doctoral Internship Completed at:

Central State Hospital
Petersburg, VA

Yvette Rangel McRoy
Pre-Doctoral Internship Completed at:

National Psychology Training Consortium
Central Region: Royal Oaks Hospital

Clinton, MO

Rahi H. Patel 
Pre-Doctoral Internship Completed at: 

Oklahoma City Veterans Affairs 
Healthcare System

Oklahoma City, OK

Bradley Joseph Smith
Pre-Doctoral Internship Completed at: 
Psychological Assessment Incorporated

Richmond, CA

Sarah Naomi Taylor
Pre-Doctoral Internship Completed at: 

National Psychology Training Consortium
Central Region: Burrell Behavioral Health

Springfield, MO

Stephanie Ann Topham
Pre-Doctoral Internship Completed at: 

National Psychology Training Consortium
Central Region: Compass Health

Raymore, MO

Jacob Thomas West
Pre-Doctoral Internship Completed at: 

Veterans Affairs Eastern Kansas 
Healthcare System
Leavenworth, KS

David Sean Whiteman II
Pre-Doctoral Internship Completed at: 

National Psychology Training Consortium
Cy-Hawk Region: Central Family Institute

Ankeny, IA

Congratulations to the graduates of  the 
College of  Biosciences Classes of  2026

and their families, friends and supporters.  



College of Osteopathic Medicine
Candidates for the Doctor of  Osteopathic Medicine & 

the Master of  Business Administration in Health Care Leadership

‡ Cum Laude                ‡‡ Magna Cum Laude              ‡‡‡ Summa Cum Laude‡ Cum Laude                ‡‡ Magna Cum Laude              ‡‡‡ Summa Cum Laude

Logan Thomas Alles ‡
Internal Medicine

BayCare Health System
St. Petersburg, FL

Michael-David Chen Calderon
Family Medicine

KCU-GME Consortium
Joplin, MO

Jeffery Dane Clutter
Emergency Medicine

University of  Kansas SOM
Kansas City, KS

Kylie Jordan Fisher
Family Medicine

University of  Utah Health
Salt Lake City, UT

Alexander Quoc Danh Ho
Family Medicine

KCU-GME Consortium
Joplin, MO

Erica Korbel 
Pediatrics

Case Western Reserve University SOM/
University Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center

Cleveland, OH

Aaditya P. Patel
Orthopaedic Surgery

KCU-GME Consortium
Kansas City, MO

Mihir Patel 
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Alexandra Elizabeth Pearson
Psychiatry

University of  Missouri-Kansas City/
Center for Behavioral Medicine

Kansas City, MO

Alexis Catalina Pheng
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Abhinav Vuppalapati Raju
Anesthesiology

University of  Tennessee Health Science Center
Memphis, TN

Robert David Small
Internal Medicine

University of  Kansas SOM
Olathe, KS

Braxton J. Smith
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Michael Patrick Sumpter
Internal Medicine

HealthONE
Lone Tree, CO

Kyle Kent Turner
Family Medicine

Utah HealthCare Institution/St. Marks Hospital
Salt Lake City, UT
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‡ Cum Laude                ‡‡ Magna Cum Laude              ‡‡‡ Summa Cum Laude

College of Osteopathic Medicine
Candidates for the Doctor of  Osteopathic Medicine & the Master of  Public Health
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‡ Cum Laude                ‡‡ Magna Cum Laude              ‡‡‡ Summa Cum Laude

Devvrat Bhakta
Psychiatry

University of  Missouri-Kansas City/
Center for Behavioral Medicine

Kansas City, MO

Ellie Nu Nhat Bui
Psychiatry

Charles R. Drew University
Los Angeles, CA

Jordan Ryan Collins
Family Medicine

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center
Torrance, CA

Alexis Jordan Connelly
Pediatrics

Medical College of  Wisconsin Affiliated Hospitals
Milwaukee, WI

Kevin Douglas Sullivan
Internal Medicine & Pediatrics

University of  Missouri-Kansas City
Kansas City, MO

Candidates for the Doctor of  Osteopathic Medicine & the Master of  Arts in Bioethics

Olivia Lauren Baur
Anesthesiology

SSM Health/St. Louis University SOM
St. Louis, MO

Christian Alexander Bell
Family Medicine

University of  Kansas SOM
Olathe, KS

Clayton Mitchell Chambon
Psychiatry

Texas Institute for Graduate 
Medical Education and Research

San Antonio, TX

McKenna Jane Coatney ‡‡
General Surgery

University of  Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, NE

Muyun Cui
Anesthesiology

Kaweah Delta Health Care District
Visalia, CA

Lori Fifield
Family Medicine

Advocate Health Care
Chicago, IL

Ella Madison Fischer
Family Medicine

University of  Minnesota Medical School
St. Paul, MN

Brock Halling
Anesthesiology

University of  Kansas SOM
Kansas City, KS
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The Doctor of  Osteopathic Medicine & the Master of  Business Administration 
in Health Care Leadership concurrent degree is awarded in partnership with the 

Rockhurst University Helzberg School of  Management.

The Doctor of  Osteopathic Medicine & the Master of  Public Health concurrent degree 
is awarded in partnership with the University of  Nebraska Medical Center. 

The Doctor of  Osteopathic Medicine & the Master of  Arts in Bioethics concurrent degree
is awarded by the Kansas City University College of  Osteopathic Medicine.

Shaili Pankaj Patel
Psychiatry

University of  Kansas SOM
Kansas City, KS 

Benjamin Pautler
Research

Mercy Health St. Vincent Medical Center
Toledo, OH

Jonathan Frank Samuel
Internal Medicine
Nazareth Hospital
Philadelphia, PA

Kenya Akili Brathwaite Browne Sherman
Obstetrics & Gynecology

University of  Hawaii
Honolulu, HI

Meghan Frances Taylor
Pediatrics

Maine Medical Center
Portland, ME

Alexa Layne Marie Uong
Emergency Medicine

Oregon Health & Science University
Portland, OR

Joseph L. Williams
Emergency Medicine

University of  Massachusetts Chan Medical School - 
Baystate Health
Springfield, MA



‡ Cum Laude                ‡‡ Magna Cum Laude              ‡‡‡ Summa Cum Laude
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‡ Cum Laude                ‡‡ Magna Cum Laude              ‡‡‡ Summa Cum Laude

Paul Faris Abdo
Neurology

University of  Arizona COM
Phoenix, AZ

Harita Anna Abraham
Pediatrics

Univerity of  Nevada Las Vegas Kirk Kerkorian SOM
Las Vegas, NV

Sarah Catherine Abraham
Emergency Medicine

Desert Regional Medical Center
Palm Springs, CA

Christian Bernard Alarcon
Family Medicine

University of  Kansas SOM
Wichita, KS

Aaron James Allard
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Geisinger Health System
Danville, PA

Makayla Marie Swancutt Allard
Obstetrics & Gynecology
Geisinger Health System

Danville, PA 

Ryan Shane Anderson
Internal Medicine

Medical College of  Georgia
Augusta, GA

Spencer Douglas Anderson
Family Medicine

Lincoln Medical Education Partnership
Lincoln, NE

Ayub Mohammed Ansari
Internal Medicine

University of  New Mexico SOM
Albuquerque, NM

Tianna Ember Arreguin ‡
Family Medicine

University of  Kansas SOM
Salina, KS

Maher Waddah Asfour
Psychiatry

Oklahoma State University Center for Health Sciences
Tulsa, OK

Sara Ataallah
Neurology

Henry Ford Hospital
Detroit, MI

Claire Gail Elizabeth Baetzold
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Haley Patricia Baier
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Mirza Mustafa Baig

Abigail Jane Baker
Internal Medicine

Corewell Health Lakeland
St. Joseph, MI

Joy Barua
Family Medicine

Hofstra University Zucker SOM-Northwell Peconic Bay
Riverhead, NY

Bethany Ann Baumgartner
Internal Medicine

University of  Kansas SOM
Kansas City, KS

College of Osteopathic Medicine
Candidates for the Doctor of  Osteopathic Medicine

Preliminary Medicine
University of  Florida COM-

Shands Hospital
Gainesville, FL

Diagnostic Radiology
Cook County Health and 

Hospitals System
Chicago, IL
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Candidates for the Doctor of  Osteopathic Medicine

‡ Cum Laude                ‡‡ Magna Cum Laude              ‡‡‡ Summa Cum Laude
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Abrianna Laurene-Zorzi Beever
Family Medicine
Novant Health
Cornelius, NC

Kimberley A. Beier ‡‡‡
Diagnostic Radiology

Mayo Clinic School of  Graduate Medical Education
Scottsdale, AZ

Tala Beilani
Internal Medicine

Advocate Health Care
Oak Lawn, IL

Jessica Layne Bennett
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Providence Sacred Heart Medical Center
Spokane, WA

Sumeet Bhardwaj
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Clayton Payne Bilke
Internal Medicine

Creighton University East Valley
Chandler, AZ

Gabrielle Elise Blain
Family Medicine

University of  Missouri-Kansas City
Kansas City, MO

Riya Borwankar
Internal Medicine

St. Lukes Hospital Anderson
Easton, PA

Tiffany Rose Braun
Family Medicine

Lincoln Medical Education Partnership
Lincoln, NE

Cassendra Elizabeth Brawley
Family Medicine

Mercy Health St. Vincent Medical Center
Perrysburg, OH

Madison Christine Brown
Internal Medicine

University of  Tennessee Health Science Center
Memphis, TN 

Shazreh Bukhari
Anesthesiology

University of  Maryland Medical Center
Baltimore, MD

Lauren Anne Burns
Family Medicine

University of  Missouri-Kansas City
Kansas City, MO

Payton Chance
Emergency Medicine

Medical College of  Georgia
Augusta, GA

Victor Chang
Emergency Medicine

Riverside Community Hospital
Riverside, CA

Michelle Chau
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Andy Chen
Emergency Medicine

Allegheny Health Network Saint Vincent Hospital
Erie, PA

Gordon Michael Cheung
Emergency Medicine

Kaweah Delta Health Care District
Visalia, CA
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College of Osteopathic Medicine
Candidates for the Doctor of  Osteopathic Medicine
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Ashley Nicole Chicchelly
Emergency Medicine

University of  Missouri-Kansas City
Kansas City, MO

Sunanda Shreya Chilukuri
Child Neurology

SSM Health/St. Louis University SOM
St. Louis, MO

Peter Inkook Cho
Emergency Medicine

Hofstra University Zucker SOM-Northwell North Shore/
Long Island Jewish Medical Center

Manhasset, NY

Sarah Elizabeth Claxton
Family Medicine

Southern Illinois University SOM & Affiliated Hospitals
Alton, IL

Leigh Duane Cox 
Emergency Medicine
University Hospital

Columbia, MO

Joshua Kenneth Cuddy ‡‡
Emergency Medicine

University of  Kansas SOM
Kansas City, KS

Tyler Scott Cunningham
Family Medicine

University of  Missouri-Kansas City
Kansas City, MO

Armin Dadari 
Internal Medicine

Baylor Scott & White-Baylor COM
Temple, TX

Jamil Danaf
Neurology

Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center
Lebanon, NH

Pedro Campos De Castro

Camille Annette DeMarcus
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Christopher David DeSpain
Emergency Medicine

Western Michigan University Homer Stryker MD SOM
Kalamazoo, MI

Benjamin Jacob Avelár-DeYoung ‡
Emergency Medicine

Advocate Health Care
Downers Grove, IL

Juan Diaz Claros
Pediatrics

AdventHealth Florida
Orlando, FL

Connor Liam Donovan
Pediatrics

Osteopathic Medical Education 
Consortium of  Oklahoma

Tulsa, OK

Marcus Duffy
Family Medicine

University of  Wyoming
Cheyenne, WY

Nicolette Elle Duong
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Patrick Dyjak
General Surgery

University of  Michigan Health-Sparrow
Lansing, MI

Preliminary Medicine
Virginia Commonwealth 
University Health System

Richmond, VA

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Virginia Commonwealth 
University Health System

Richmond, VA
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‡ Cum Laude                ‡‡ Magna Cum Laude              ‡‡‡ Summa Cum Laude
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Ali Akram Elhenawy
Family Medicine

CHRISTUS Health
Corpus Christi, TX

Logan Buckner Enman
Family Medicine

Eastern Virginia Medical School Old Dominion University
Norfolk, VA

Alfeil Alvarado Felipe

Adam Benjamin Frank
Internal Medicine

Icahn SOM Mount Sinai - Mount Sinai South Nassau
Oceanside, NY

Elise Adel Freij
Psychiatry

Community Memorial Health System
St. Ventura, CA

John Thomas Fune
Family Medicine

Advocate Health Care
Chicago, IL

Jessica Lee Gerczynski
Family Medicine

HealthONE
Aurora, CO

Sydney Mae Gibson

Josiah Glise
Family Medicine

University of  Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences Regional Centers

Fayetteville, AR

Himani Goel
Internal Medicine

University of  Kansas SOM
Olathe, KS

Shree Govani
Anesthesiology

Creighton University
Omaha, NE

Crystal Alexis Guillen
Psychiatry

University of  Arizona COM
Tucson, AZ

Anuj Gupta
Internal Medicine

University at Buffalo SOM
Buffalo, NY

Kristof Stefan Gutowski
Integrated Plastic Surgery

Rush University Medical Center
Chicago, IL

Heleena Haberer
Family Medicine

University of  Kansas SOM
Kansas City, KS

Mahan Hadjian ‡‡‡
Neurology

University of  Minnesota Medical School
Minneapolis, MN

Conner W. Hall
Emergency Medicine
Henry Ford Hospital

Detroit, MI

Devin Wallace Harding
Emergency Medicine

Trinity Health System
Steubenville, OH

Transitional Year
Lakeland Regional Health

Lakeland, FL

Physical Medicine & 
Rehabilitation

Johns Hopkins Hospital
Baltimore, MD

Preliminary Surgery
Creighton University

Omaha, NE

Diagnostic Radiology
University of  Nebraska 

Medical Center
Omaha, NE



‡ Cum Laude                ‡‡ Magna Cum Laude              ‡‡‡ Summa Cum Laude

College of Osteopathic Medicine
Candidates for the Doctor of  Osteopathic Medicine
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Luke Allen Harpenau ‡‡
Psychiatry

Creighton University
Omaha, NE

Hennelie Hawes
Preliminary Medicine

San Antonio Uniformed Services 
Health Education Consortium

San Antonio, TX

Erin Leanne Hayes ‡
Internal Medicine & Pediatrics

Corewell Health/Michigan State University
Grand Rapids, MI

David Ho
Family Medicine

Mercy Health - St. Vincent Medical Center
Perrysburg, OH

Samuel Holten
Internal Medicine

Hennepin County Medical Center
Minneapolis, MN

Morgan Frances Irvin 
Emergency Medicine

University of  Florida COM
Jacksonville, FL

Rafya Nuzhat Islam
Family Medicine

Cook County Health and Hospitals System
Chicago, IL

Laken Elizabeth Janney ‡‡‡
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Osteopathic Medical Education 
Consortium of  Oklahoma

Tulsa, OK

Sylvia Katherine Jennette
Obstetrics & Gynecology

University of  Kentucky COM
Bowling Green, KY

Ellie Dorothy Johnson
Emergency Medicine

University of  Kansas SOM
Kansas City, KS

Dylan Ross Jones
Internal Medicine

Billings Clinic
Billings, MT

Mina Joseph
Internal Medicine

Henry Ford Genesys Hospital
Grand Blanc, MI

Rachel Pariyarath Joseph
Internal Medicine

Methodist Healthcare System
San Antonio, TX

Sarah Jung
Internal Medicine & Psychiatry
Charleston Area Medical Center

Charleston, WV

Helen Mary Kancel
Pediatrics

Children's Mercy Hospital
Kansas City, MO

Shveta Kant
Internal Medicine

Advocate Health Care
Oak Lawn, IL

Abhinav Kari
Internal Medicine

University of  Florida COM
Jacksonville, FL

Anila Katragadda
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Houston Methodist Hospital
Houston, TX
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Candidates for the Doctor of  Osteopathic Medicine

‡ Cum Laude                ‡‡ Magna Cum Laude              ‡‡‡ Summa Cum Laude
20

Ali Mohammed Kazmi
Psychiatry

Community Health Network
Indianapolis, IN

Madison Elizabeth Kelly ‡
Obstetrics & Gynecology

University of  Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, NE

Maheen Khan
Psychiatry

Geisinger Health System
Wilkes-Barre, PA

Omer Imtiaz Khan
Psychiatry

Mission Community Hospital
Panorama City, CA

Sara Khatija Khan
Anesthesiology

University of  Kansas SOM
Wichita, KS

Shweta Khanal ‡
Pediatrics

University of  Maryland Medical Center
Baltimore, MD

Komail Khani
Internal Medicine

Mercy Hospital St. Louis
St. Louis, MO

Eric Khurana

Sir Woo Kim
Internal Medicine

The MetroHealth System/Case 
Western Reserve University

Cleveland, OH

Shay Brooks Koch ‡‡‡
Internal Medicine

Medical College of  Wisconsin Affiliated Hospitals
Milwaukee, WI

Viktoria Kontseva
Psychiatry

Loyola University Medical Center
Maywood, IL

Alan Lam
Emergency Medicine

Jefferson Health Northeast
Philadelphia, PA

Krystal Ngoc Le
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

University of  Minnesota Medical School
Minneapolis, MN

Ashley Page Lesser ‡
Urology

Loyola University Medical Center
Maywood, IL

Jacob Loyd Lewis ‡‡
Internal Medicine

University of  Missouri-Kansas City
Kansas City, MO

Feng Ming Li
Primary Medicine

Dignity Health St. Rose Dominican Hospital
Las Vegas, NV

Scott Lowe
Family Medicine

Healthy Rural California
Chico, CA

Karina Lucar Canchari
Internal Medicine

Loma Linda University
Loma Linda, CA

Transitional Year
Lakeland Regional Health

Lakeland, FL

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Detroit Medical Center/
Wayne State University

Detroit, MI
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Annamarie Cecelia Lukish
Otolaryngology

Philadelphia College of  Osteopathic Medicine
Philadelphia, PA

Steve Machayi Luyakoh
General Surgery

Carle Foundation Hospital
Urbana, IL

Keely Mannoochahr
Internal Medicine

Broward Health Medical Center
Fort Lauderdale, FL

Diana Jaye Mantilla
Anesthesiology

University of  Missouri-Kansas City
Kansas City, MO

Charles R. Marchese III
Orthopaedic Surgery

KCU-GME Consortium
Kansas City, MO

Alexis Saraid Marquez
Emergency Medicine

UC Davis Medical Center
Sacramento, CA

Madeline Marie Maschka
Internal Medicine

University of  Colorado SOM
Aurora, CO

Amber Mathai
Psychiatry

University of  Missouri-Kansas City/
Center for Behavioral Medicine

Kansas City, MO

Jensen Elizabeth May
Neurology

University of  Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, NE

Matthew Giovanni Mayorga
Psychiatry

University of  Missouri-Kansas City/
Center for Behavioral Medicine

Kansas City, MO

Hugh Ellis McCormick
Family Medicine

HCA Healthcare Kansas City
Kansas City, MO

Jens Mellby
Family Medicine

University of  Utah Health
Salt Lake City, UT

Joseph H. Merino
Anesthesiology

University of  Missouri-Kansas City
Kansas City, MO

Madison Marie Merino
Internal Medicine

University of  Kansas SOM
Olathe, KS

Madalyn Leigh Michael
Emergency Medicine

Southern Illinois University SOM & Affiliated Hospitals
Springfield, IL

Kaitlyn Miner ‡‡‡

Arsalan Mir-Moghtadaei
Psychiatry

University of  Colorado SOM
Aurora, CO

Justin Adrian Mitchell
Family Medicine

Central Iowa Health System
Des Moines, IA

Transitional Year
Broadlawns Medical Center

Des Moines, IA

Dermatology
Still OPTI-Northeast Regional 

Medical Center
Kirksville, MO
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Jennifer Cicotte Moco 
Pediatrics

University of  Minnesota Medical School
Minneapolis, MN

Samiha Syeda Mohammed
Internal Medicine

Still OPTI-Northeast Regional Medical Center
Kirksville, MO

Annsophia Mompoint
Family Medicine

KCU-GME Consortium
Joplin, MO

Payal Morari
Family Medicine

Riverside University Health System
Moreno Valley, CA

Kale Michael Moreland
Urology

University of  Kansas Medical Center
Kansas City, KS

Mathuri Morgan
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Ciara Makenzie Mueller
Family Medicine

Prisma Health-University of  South Carolina SOM
Greer, SC

Abira Mumtaz ‡
Internal Medicine

McLaren Health Care Corporation
Mount Clemens, MI

Bryan J. Munoz

Madeline Paige Nachtigal
Preliminary Surgery

University of  Arkansas COM
Little Rock, AR

Christian Nassif
Internal Medicine

University of  Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, NE

Affan Naveed ‡

Manav Nayeni ‡‡
Internal Medicine

Mayo Clinic School of  Graduate Medical Education
Jacksonville, FL

Ryan Nazari
Internal Medicine

University of  Oklahoma COM
Oklahoma City, OK

Joshua Nelson ‡‡
Psychiatry

University of  Utah Health
Salt Lake City, UT

Nathan Curtis Ng ‡
Internal Medicine

Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center
Lebanon, NH

Viet Nguyen
Family Medicine

Adventist Health White Memorial
Los Angeles, CA

Haiden William Norman
Psychiatry

Oklahoma State University Center for Health Sciences
Tulsa, OK

Transitional Year
Corewell Health

Taylor, MI

Ophthalmology
Corewell Health

Taylor, MI

Preliminary Medicine
Allegheny General Hospital

Pittsburgh, PA

Diagnostic Radiology
Case Western/University Hospitals 

Cleveland Medical Center
Cleveland, OH
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Molly Novak ‡
Pediatrics

Nationwide Children's Hospital
Columbus, OH

Chiedu O. Okonmah
Internal Medicine

Advocate Health Care
Oak Lawn, IL

Audrey Louise Olsen
Family Medicine

KCU-GME Consortium
St. Louis, MO

Connor Evyn Olson
Internal Medicine

Oklahoma State University 
Center for Health Sciences

Tulsa, OK

Samuel Dean Olson
General Surgery

University of  Michigan Health-West
Wyoming, MI

Matthew Oubre
Transitional Year

Naval Medical Center Portsmouth
Portsmouth, VA

Arpita Pankaj Patel

Prapti Nitinkumar Patel
Pediatrics

Nationwide Children's Hospital
Columbus, OH

Preet Yogesh Patel
Psychiatry

University of  Missouri-Kansas City/
Center for Behavioral Medicine

Kansas City, MO

Shreaya Harshad Patel
Internal Medicine

Baylor Scott & White All Saints Medical Center
Fort Worth, TX

Vikita Patel
General Surgery

Good Samaritan Hospital
Cincinnati, OH

Hanna Pawłowski
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Tara Peroomian
Pediatrics

UC Irvine Medical Center
Orange, CA

Amogh Pershad
Preliminary Medicine

Marshall University SOM
Huntington, WV

Andrea Maria Peterson
Anesthesiology

Penn State Hershey Medical Center
Hershey, PA

Johnson Tsun-Sang Poon
Emergency Medicine

Unity Health
Searcy, AR

Gentle Kyle Prado
Transitional Year

Naval Medical Center Portsmouth
Portsmouth, VA

Ricardo Quintero
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Transitional Year
Trinity Health 

Ann Arbor Hospital
Ypsilanti, MI

Dermatology
Trinity Health 

Livingston Hospital
Ypsilanti, MI
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Ursula N. Qureshi
Internal Medicine

Baptist Health
Birmingham, AL

Tyler James Blair Raby
Emergency Medicine

Integris Health
Oklahoma City, OK

Ryan Joseph Racioppi
General Surgery

Berkshire Medical Center
Pittsfield, MA

Arjun Netuveli Ramesh
Family Medicine

HealthONE
Aurora, CO

Sarah Kamenia Ramlal
Emergency Medicine

Kettering Health Network
Dayton, OH

Muskaan Rastogi
Pediatrics

Montefiore Medical Center/Albert Einstein COM
Bronx, NY

Courtney Robinson
Emergency Medicine

Oregon Health & Science University
Portland, OR

Rachael Laura Rocktoff
Internal Medicine

Ascension St. Vincent Hospital
Indianapolis, IN

Katherine Elizabeth Ruvalcava
Pediatrics

Children's Mercy Hospital
Kansas City, MO

Pavan Sakhamuru
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Corewell Health
Taylor, MI

Duval J. Samwaru
Internal Medicine

Lexington Medical Center
West Columbia, SC

Jonah Peter Schill ‡‡
Emergency Medicine

Hennepin County Medical Center
Minneapolis, MN

Katherine Schulte
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Jessica Claudia Scroggins
Psychiatry

San Antonio Uniformed Services 
Health Education Consortium

San Antonio, TX

Athena Sdrales ‡
Internal Medicine
Providence Health

Portland, OR

Shannon Sedighim
Obstetrics & Gynecology
Loma Linda University

Loma Linda, CA

Jasleen Sekhon
Anesthesiology

Medical College of  Georgia
Augusta, GA

Nicolas Napoles Sesno III
Emergency Medicine

Riverside Community Hospital
Riverside, CA
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Kaan Sevgi
Emergency Medicine

HCA Healthcare/University of  
South Florida Morsani GME

Brandon, FL

Sama Afreen Shah
Internal Medicine

Aurora Health Care/Aurora Sinai Medical Center
Milwaukee, WI

Dania Shoaib
Internal Medicine

SSM Health/St. Louis University SOM
St. Louis, MO

Humza Aziz Siddiqui
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Idrees Siddiqui
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Emad Sidiqi

Jonathan Siegel

Jason-Flor Villarosa Sisante

Colt Solberg
Internal Medicine

University Hospital
Columbia, MO

Hyunsue Justin Son
Anesthesiology

University of  Missouri-Kansas City
Kansas City, MO

Steven Spector
Internal Medicine

University at Buffalo SOM
Buffalo, NY

Ashtyn Marie Stutzman
Pediatrics

Children's Mercy Hospital
Kansas City, MO

Kazi Amaanuddin Syed
Internal Medicine

Detroit Medical Center/Wayne State University
Detroit, MI

Yazan Tanbour
Diagnostic Radiology

Corewell Health
Royal Oak, MI

Alex Danick Tann
Emergency Medicine

Los Robles Health System
Thousand Oaks, CA

Ameen Taufiq
Internal Medicine

Indiana University SOM
Indianapolis, IN

Hannah Marie Terz
Family Medicine

UPMC Williamsport
Williamsport, PA

Ali Haider Thahab
General Surgery

Gundersen Lutheran Medical Foundation
La Crosse, WI

Transitional Year
HCA Medical City Healthcare

Dallas, TX

Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation
Detroit Medical Center/
Wayne State University

Detroit, MI

Transitional Year
Florida State University COM

Cape Coral, FL

Neurology
University of  Miami/Jackson 

Health System
Miami, FL

Family Medicine
Naval Hospital Jacksonville

Jacksonville, FL

Aerospace Medicine
Naval Hospital Jacksonville

Jacksonville, FL
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Noel Joseph Thomas
Neurology

Baylor College of  Medicine
Houston, TX

Sasanka Thupili
Internal Medicine

Methodist Healthcare System
San Antonio, TX

Rohan Tipnis
Internal Medicine

HealthONE
Lone Tree, CO

Carmen Tong
Family Medicine

Hospital of  the University of  Pennsylvania
Springfield, PA

Kevin Tu
Psychiatry

Southern Illinois University 
SOM & Affiliated Hospitals

Springfield, IL

Sabrina Rose Turek
Pathology

Ohio State University Medical Center
Columbus, OH

Alexia N. Umberger 
Pediatrics

University of  Florida COM-Shands Hospital
Gainesville, FL

Gabriel Christina Baccam Unkrich
Internal Medicine

MercyOne North Iowa Medical Center
Mason City, IA

Luis Alfredo Valverde Estrada
Psychiatry

University of  Missouri-Kansas City/
Center for Behavioral Medicine

Kansas City, MO

Ellis Briant Vanotoo
Family Medicine

LewisGale Medical Center
Roanoke, VA

Ryanjit Virk
Family Medicine

Mercy Medical Center
Merced, CA

Nathan VonAhsen
Family Medicine

Clarkson Family Medicine Residency
Omaha, NE

Alexander Miles Joseph Vraspir
Otolaryngology

KCU-GME Consortium
Joplin, MO

Jacee Kay Weber ‡‡
Pediatrics

University of  Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, NE

Jonathan Wei
Internal Medicine

Texas Health Resources
Fort Worth, TX

Karin Elizabeth Wells
Pathology

UC San Diego Medical Center
San Diego, CA

Cassidy Rose Wesenberg
Pediatrics, Psychiatry & Child Psychiatry

UPMC Medical Education
Pittsburgh, PA

Christian Alexander Willers
General Surgery

KCU-GME Consortium
Lakewood, CO



‡ Cum Laude                ‡‡ Magna Cum Laude              ‡‡‡ Summa Cum Laude

College of Osteopathic Medicine
Candidates for the Doctor of  Osteopathic Medicine

27

Alexander Jordan Wilt
Emergency Medicine
University Hospital

Columbia, MO

Noah Todd Woolston ‡‡
Family Medicine

Broadlawns Medical Center
Des Moines, IA

Leah Victoria Wu
Family Medicine

Health Education Services
Valparaiso, IN

Erica Lynn Yauney
Internal Medicine

University of  Vermont Medical Center
Burlington, VT

Stephanie Kyoung Yoo
Residency Placement

Information Not
Available

Ryan Younger
Emergency Medicine

Detroit Medical Center/Wayne State University
Detroit, MI

Shergil Zahid
Emergency Medicine

University of  Kansas SOM
Wichita, KS

Suha Zaidi 
Internal Medicine

St. Mary Medical Center
Long Beach, CA

Jonathan Zhang

Vincent Zhou
Pediatrics

Eastern Virginia Medical School 
Old Dominion University

Norfolk, VA

Transitional Year
Nassau University

Medical Center
East Meadow, NY

Physical Medicine & 
Rehabilitation

Good Samaritan University Hospital 
Rockville Centre, NY 

Congratulations to the graduates of  the 
College of  Osteopathic Medicine Class of  2026 

and their families, friends and supporters.  
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Beta Gamma Sigma

Paul Faris Abdo
Logan Thomas Alles

Sara Ataallah
Haley Patricia Baier

Bethany Ann Baumgartner
Kimberley A. Beier
Ellie Nu Nhat Bui

McKenna Jane Coatney
Alexis Jordan Connelly
Joshua Kenneth Cuddy
Ella Madison Fischer

Jessica Lee Gerczynski
Sydney Mae Gibson

Shree Govani
Heleena Haberer

Erin Leanne Hayes
Abhinav Kari

Anila Katragadda
Madison Elizabeth Kelly

Shay Brooks Koch
Alan Lam

Ashley Page Lesser
Annamarie Cecelia Lukish

Charles R. Marchese III
Madeline Marie Maschka

Jensen Elizabeth May

Jennifer Cicotte Moco 
Joshua Nelson

Audrey Louise Olsen
Aaditya P. Patel

Arpita Pankaj Patel
Shaili Pankaj Patel

Vikita Patel
Hanna Pawłowski

Alexandra Elizabeth Pearson
Tara Peroomian

Ursula N. Qureshi
Sarah Kamenia Ramlal

Courtney Robinson
Athena Sdrales

Nicolas Napoles Sesno III
Kenya Akili Brathwaite Browne Sherman

Emad Sidiqi
Kevin Douglas Sullivan
Kazi Amaanuddin Syed

Sabrina Rose Turek
Alexa Layne Marie Uong

Jonathan Wei
Cassidy Rose Wesenberg

Joseph L. Williams
Erica Lynn Yauney

Stephanie Kyoung Yoo

Jeffery Dane Clutter
Erica Korbel

Alexandra Elizabeth Pearson
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Paul Faris Abdo
Harita Anna Abraham

Christian Bernard Alarcon
Bethany Ann Baumgartner

Kimberley A. Beier
Christian Alexander Bell

Ellie Nu Nhat Bui
Shazreh Bukhari

Patrick Dyjak
Ella Madison Fischer
Luke Allen Harpenau

Shay Brooks Koch
Ashley Page Lesser

Feng Ming Li
Diana Jaye Mantilla

Charles R. Marchese III
Madeline Marie Maschka

Hugh Ellis McCormick
Jens Mellby

Kale Michael Moreland
Affan Naveed

Aaditya P. Patel
Arpita Pankaj Patel

Mihir Patel 
Shaili Pankaj Patel

Vikita Patel
Alexis Catalina Pheng

Shannon Sedighim
Kenya Akili Brathwaite Browne Sherman

Jason-Flor Villarosa Sisante
Steven Spector

Kevin Douglas Sullivan
Gabriel Christina Baccam Unkrich

Jacee Kay Weber
Jonathan Wei

Joseph L. Williams
Erica Lynn Yauney

Peter Inkook Cho, Army
Hennelie Hawes, Air Force

Matthew Oubre, Navy

Gentle Kyle Prado, Navy
Jessica Claudia Scroggins, Air Force
Jason-Flor Villarosa Sisante, Navy

Candidates for the Commissioning of  Officers

United States Armed Forces



Honors Tracks

Peter Inkook Cho, Army
Hennelie Hawes, Air Force

Matthew Oubre, Navy

Gentle Kyle Prado, Navy
Jessica Claudia Scroggins, Air Force

Shazreh Bukhari
Joshua Kenneth Cuddy

Pedro Campos De Castro
Alfeil Alvarado Felipe

Heleena Haberer
Shweta Khanal

Madeline Marie Maschka
Jennifer Cicotte Moco 

Nicolas Napoles Sesno III
Noel Joseph Thomas

Carmen Tong
Sabrina Rose Turek

Makayla Marie Swancutt Allard
Alexander Quoc Danh Ho

Erica Korbel 

Charles R. Marchese III
Kale Michael Moreland

Benjamin Pautler
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Global Medicine

Military Medicine

Clinical Anatomy

Jessica Layne Bennett
Pedro Campos De Castro

Payal Morari

Molly Novak
Tyler James Blair Raby
Meghan Frances Taylor

Fellowships
Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine



Christian Bernard Alarcon
Makayla Marie Swancutt Allard

Ellie Nu Nhat Bui
Peter Inkook Cho

Jeffery Dane Clutter
Joshua Kenneth Cuddy

Camille Annette DeMarcus
Lori Fifield

Kylie Jordan Fisher
Himani Goel

Kristof Stefan Gutowski
Alexander Quoc Danh Ho

Morgan Frances Irvin 
Anila Katragadda

Maheen Khan
Jensen Elizabeth May

Joshua Nelson
Arpita Pankaj Patel
Shaili Pankaj Patel

Alexandra Elizabeth Pearson
Tyler James Blair Raby

Jessica Claudia Scroggins
Jason-Flor Villarosa Sisante

Steven Spector
Alexia N. Umberger 

Cassidy Rose Wesenberg
Erica Lynn Yauney

Suha Zaidi 
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Student Leadership
Ambassadors

Shaili Pankaj Patel, Class President
Kimberley A. Beier, Class Vice President

Amber Mathai, Class Secretary
Christian Alexander Bell, Class Treasurer

Tianna Ember Arreguin, Senator
Justin Adrian Mitchell, Senator

Bryan J. Munoz, Senator
Connor Evyn Olson, Senator

College of  Biosciences Student Senate

Luke Anthony Ricci, Class President 

Nihar Patel, Class Vice President
Nathaniel Aaron McKee, Senator

Student Government Association
Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine Student Senate
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Award Recipients

Biomedical Sciences 
Dean's Student of the Year

Nathaniel Aaron McKee
Presented for achievements in leadership and service to the school and 

non-affiliated entities while in the College of  Biosciences.

Biomedical Sciences Research 
Student of the Year Award

Susmita Wagley
Presented for achievements in leadership and service to the school and 

non-affiliated entities while in the College of  Biosciences research track program.

Biomedical Sciences 
Faculty Student of the Year

Zenobia Lai
Presented for achievements in academic excellence and

classroom engagement while in the College of  Biosciences.

Biomedical Sciences 
Staff Student of the Year

Bethany Cheng
Presented for achievements made in professionalism while in the College of  Biosciences.

College of  Biosciences
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Award Recipients

Health Service Psychology 
Graduate Student Award for Meritous Service

Kaitlyn Marie Emmons
Presented to a clinical psychology student in honor and recognition of  

outstanding service to the clinical program, field or community. 

Health Service Psychology Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to Clinical Service

Rylee Hendricks
Presented to a clinical psychology student in honor and recognition of

superior clinical skills, engagement, and sensitivity throughout practicum

Health Service Psychology 
Graduate Student Award for Meritous Service

Kaitlyn Marie Emmons
Presented to a clinical psychology student in honor and recognition of  

outstanding service to the clinical program, field or community.

Health Service Psychology
WE CARE Community Service Award

Gracie Elizabeth Cowan
Presented to a graduate student in the Department of  Health Service Psychology 

who demonstrates a passion and commitment to community service

College of  Biosciences
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Award Recipients

President's Award
Courtney Robinson & Nathan Curtis Ng

Given to a student who has made significant and meritorious contributions to the 
larger community in a leadership role while enrolled at the University.

Dean's Award
Bryan Munoz

Given to a student who has excelled academically and made significant and 
meritorious contributions to the University community and enhanced the 

overall quality and spirit of  the College of  Osteopathic Medicine.

Silver Stethoscope
Shay Brooks Koch 

Presented to the student ranked second in the class of  
graduating osteopathic medical students. 

Achievement in Clinical Medicine Award
Kaitlyn Miner

Presented to an osteopathic medical student who has demonstrated significant  
interest and participation in clinical science research.

College of  Osteopathic Medicine



35

Award Recipients

KCU-COM Basic Science Research Award
Mahan Hadjian

Presented to an osteopathic medical student who has demonstrated
significant interest and participation in basic sciences research.

KCU-COM Clinical Science Research Award
Anila Katragadda

Presented to an osteopathic medical student who has demonstrated significant  
interest and participation in clinical sciences research.

Vesalius Award
Makayla Marie Swancutt Allard

Presented for outstanding academic performance in the disciplines of  
human anatomy, histology and neuroanatomy, as well as service to the 

Department of  Pathology and Anatomical Sciences.

American Medical Women's Association 
Glasgow-Rubin Citation for Academic Achievement

Tianna Ember Arreguin  ·  Kimberley Ann Beier  ·  McKenna Coatney
Erin Leanne Hayes  ·  Laken Elizabeth Janney  ·  Madison Elizabeth Kelly

Shweta Khanal  ·  Shay Brooks Koch  ·  Ashley Page Lesser  ·  Kaitlyn Miner
Abira Mumtaz  ·  Molly Novak  ·  Athena Sdrales  ·  Jacee Kay Weber

Presented to women who graduate in the top ten percent of  their class of  graduating medical students.

College of  Osteopathic Medicine
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Kansas City University
Board of  Trustees

Robert S. Juhasz, DO, MACOI, FACP, Chair
Nathan S. Hall, DO, MBA, MS, Vice Chair

Charles D. Bruce, CPA, Secretary
Kevin E. Lockett, Treasurer

Chester W. Douglass, DMD, PhD
Edward L. Enyeart, CPA

Deepa Halaharvi, DO, FACOS
Marc B. Hahn, DO, FAOCA, ex officio

Charlotte Kerner, CPA
Kenneth V. Melchionna, DO, FACS

Thomas M. Sack, PhD
Darwin J. Strickland, DO, DPM, emeritus

Oscar Tshibanda
Chief Glenna J. Wallace, EdS

Alumni Association Board of  Directors

Edward Glinski, DO (COM 1975), President
Sarah Hon, DO (COM 1993), MBA,Vice President

Ron Holt, DO (COM 1993) President Elect
Nathan S. Hall, DO (COM 2010), MBA, MS (COB 2006), Immediate Past President

Rebecca deVillers, DO (COM 1976), Secretary
Kelsey Able, DO (COM 2012)

John Hall, DO (COM 1979), FACS
Debbie Hallak, DO (COM 1993), FACP, FAAP

Charlene LePane, DO (COM 2004)
William Mayo, DO (COM 1981)

Gary Patzkowsky, DO (COM 1975)
Leonard Pittala, DO (COM 1979)
Tyler Staples, PsyD (COB 2023)

Darwin Strickland, DO (COM 1965), DPM, emeritus
Phyllis Sullivan, DO (COM 1986)

William Sullivan III, DO (COM 1990)
Anu Whisenhunt, DO (COM 2006) 
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Kansas City University
President's Cabinet

Marc B. Hahn, DO, FAOCA
President and Chief  Executive Officer

Joseph Massman, MBA, CPA
Executive Vice President for Finance 

and Operations & CFO/COO

W. Joshua Cox, DO, FACOFP
Interim Provost, Executive Dean of  the College of  

Osteopathic Medicine & Vice Provost for Medical Affairs

Sharon Gustowski, DO, MPH, FAAO
Kansas City Campus Dean of  the 
College of  Osteopathic Medicine 

Kenneth A. Heiles, DO, FACOFP dist.
Joplin Campus Dean of  the 

College of  Osteopathic Medicine

Kim Tran, MD, PhD
Dean of  the College of  Biosciences &

Vice Provost for Research 

Linda Niessen, DMD, MPH, MPP
Dean of  the College of  Dental Medicine &

Vice Provost for Oral Health Affairs 

John Paulson, DO, PhD, FAAFP
Interim Dean of  the College of  Health Professions

Thomas Moorman, EdD
Senior Vice Provost for Student Success

Carlton Abner, DNP, RN-BC
Vice Provost for Student Engagement and Well-Being

Maureen Redeker, JD
Vice President of  Legal & 
Chief  Compliance Officer 

Kathleen L. Gould, MBA, CPA
Vice President of  Finance

 

Jamie Hirshey, MHA
Vice President of  Human Resources and 

Joplin Campus Administration

Jennifer Ingraham, MS
Vice President of  Philanthropy and 

Alumni Engagement

Elizabeth Alex
Executive Director of  University Relations 

Catherine Satterwhite, PhD, MPH, MSPH
Executive Director of  the Center for

Population Health and Equity

Matthew Haase
Chief  of  Staff  for the Office of  the President

Ellen Cespedes
Senior Executive Office Manager for

the Office of  the President



Kansas City University

Mission 

Improving the well-being of  the communities we serve.

Kansas City University is a community of  professionals committed to 
excellence in education, research, patient care and community service while 

improving the well-being of  the communities we serve. 

Vision 

Changing health care for good.

Core Values

Excellence | Striving for quality, integrity and innovation

Equity | Supporting an inclusive and collaborative environment

Empathy | Caring for our students, our colleagues and our community

Academic Colleges

College of Osteopathic Medicine | Kansas City & Joplin

College of Dental Medicine | Joplin 

College of Biomedical Sciences | Kansas City

College of Health Professions | Joplin
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University Tradition

The Commencement Ceremony is an important tradition at Kansas City University. Both 
a formal recognition of the academic accomplishments made by the graduates as well as a 
celebration of their potential to continue improving the well-being of  the communities we serve     
for future generations, each Commencement Ceremony is a historic moment for our graduates, 
their loved ones and the University. 

As such, the Commencement Ceremony includes a number of symbolic traditions that honor 
the importance of this day. The following section provides a brief overview of the unspoken 
traditions you will witness during today's ceremony. 

Maces
An ancient symbol of authority that was originally held by individuals protecting dignitaries, 
the mace reminds us that universities are custodians both of the enduring tradition of learning 
and of the power they bestow upon those who have come to learn. 

 

The Centennial Mace
The Centennial Mace was commissioned in 2016 to commemorate the University's Centennial Celebration 

and was first carried by G. Michael Johnston, DO, MACOI (COM '73), KCU alumnus, long-time professor 
and associate provost for faculty and student success. A modern interpretation of  the Rod of  Asclepius that has 
been crafted from metal alloy, the Centennial Mace reflects the intersection of  the University's first 100 years 
of  history and our beginning of  a new century of  innovation. The Centennial Mace is traditionally reserved 
for display on the Kansas City campus; however, at the discretion of  the President, it may instead be carried 

by the Faculty Marshal in lieu of  the University Mace during select Commencement Ceremonies.  
 

Gonfalons
Gonfalons are heraldic banners adding an element of pageantry to the ceremony. Tracing 
back to medieval Italy, “gonfaloni” were originally the community meetings during which 
every neighborhood displayed its own custom, ornate flag. Over time, the word has become 
associated with the flag itself, and gonfalons have become part of ceremonies worldwide. 

Kansas City University's gonfalons serve to herald the presence of both the University as a 
whole and the colleges participating in each ceremony. Student gonfaloniers, or carriers of 
the flags, each carry their college's respective gonfalon during the Commencement Ceremony. 
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University Mace
The University Mace holds the highest formal purpose of  all 
the maces, representing the University's governing authority 

and signifying that the event has official sanction. It is 
carried by the Faculty Marshal during the ceremony.

Graduation Scepters 
Gifted to the University by Lee E. Davidson, DO (COM '45), 

in 1975, this pair of  replicas of  the Rod of  Asclepius were 
hand-crafted from wood and bronze by then-student doctor 
Evany Zirul, DO (COM ‘79). The graduation scepters are 

now carried by Student Marshals during the ceremony.
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Regalia 
Academic regalia traces its beginnings to the Middle Ages. When English universities were 
forming in the 12th and 13th centuries, scholars were also clerics and they adopted robes similar 
to those of their monastic orders. Caps were a necessity in drafty buildings and capes with 
hoods attached were needed for warmth. In 1895, the Intercollegiate Commission specified a 
code that was adopted by American institutions of higher learning to standardize the regalia 
worn by faculty and graduates. It has stood virtually unchanged to present time. 

Master's Regalia
Master's gowns are silk-finish, black gowns with oblong sleeves that open at the wrist and 
feature a crescent-shaped trailing edge. The master's cap is a rigid mortarboard with a medium-
length tassel that matches the color of the velvet trim of the master's hood. Master's tassels are 
worn on the left side of the cap at all times. 

The hood is the most distinctive feature of the master's regalia. Master's hoods are medium 
length and feature a crescent-shaped trailing edge which compliments the sleeves of the 
master's gown. The color of the velvet edging of the hood indicates the degree earned while the 
color of the satin lining represents the university from which that degree has been conferred. 
Several combinations can be seen on the regalia worn by KCU administration and faculty, but 
the colors on the following page will be worn by KCU graduates. 

Doctor's Regalia
Doctor's gowns are silk-finish gowns trimmed down the front with velvet and have three 
velvet bars on the bell-shaped sleeves. The velvet color is unique to the discipline for which the 
degree pertains, or may be black. The doctor of osteopathic medicine, as well as the doctor of 
medicine, is represented by green velvet. 

The doctoral cap is an eight-sided velvet tam with short tassels that match the color of the 
velvet trim of the doctoral hood, although metallic gold tassels are also permitted. As with 
master's tassels, doctor's tassels are worn on the left side of the cap at all times.

The hood is the most distinctive feature of the doctor's regalia. Doctor's hoods are long and 
marked by a wide velvet binding in the color representing the degree earned. The color of 
the hood's interior satin lining represents the university from which that degree has been 
conferred. Myriad combinations can be seen on the regalia worn by KCU administration, 
faculty and guest hooders, but the colors on the following page will be worn by KCU graduates. 

University Tradition
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Velvet & Satin Colors

Latin Honors
Graduating with Latin Honors is a distinction that marks tremendous academic achievement. 
Graduates awarded Latin Honors wear bronze medallions on green grosgrain ribbon.

Honors Cords
Two honor societies provide graduates with a visual representation of their membership through 
braided honors cords worn over the standard regalia. Gold Humanism Honor Society members 
wear purple cords. Sigma Sigma Phi members wear burnt orange cords. 

Additionally, graduates participating the Military Commissioning Ceremony, as well as graduates 
and faculty members who are veterans of the United States Armed Forces, may elect to wear 
braided red, white and blue Military Honors cords in recognition of their service to their country. 

Medallions 
Symbolic medallions are worn by Kansas City University academic administration, including the 
president and deans, to mark the occasion of Commencement. Additionally, graduates with certain 
academic distinctions are awarded medallions to reflect their accomplishments. 

These distinctions generally include completion of an undergraduate Fellowship in Clinical 
Anatomy or Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine, for which graduates wear silver medallions on 
white grosgrain ribbon, and achievement of Latin Honors, for which graduates are bestowed with 
brass medallions on green grosgrain ribbon. Medallions are worn over the standard regalia.

Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine
Green velvet representing medicine with silver & 

aubergine satin for Kansas City University. 

Doctor of Humane Letters (hon.)
White velvet representing the arts with silver & 

aubergine satin for Kansas City University.

University Tradition

Summa Cum Laude
Bestowed with highest distinction 
upon students graduating in the  

top 2 percent of  their class. 

Magna Cum Laude
Bestowed with great distinction upon 

students graduating in the top 
3 to 7 percent of  their class.

Cum Laude 
Bestowed with distinction upon 
students graduating in the top 
8 to 12 percent of  their class. 

Master of Arts in Bioethics 
White velvet representing the arts with silver & 

aubergine satin for Kansas City University.

Master of Business Administration 
in Health Care Leadership

Brown velvet representing business with white & 
blue satin for Rockhurst University.



Oath of Osteopathic Medicine

I do hereby affirm my loyalty to the profession 
I am about to enter.

I will be mindful always of my great responsibility 
to preserve the health and the life of my patients, 

to retain their confidence and respect both as a physician 
and a friend who will guard their secrets 
with scrupulous honor and fidelity, 

to perform faithfully my professional duties, 

to employ only those recognized methods of treatment 
consistent with good judgment and with my skill and ability, 

keeping in mind always nature's laws 
and the body's inherent capacity for recovery.

I will be ever vigilant in aiding in the general welfare 
of the community, sustaining its laws and institutions, 

not engaging in those practices which will in any way 
bring shame or discredit upon myself or my profession. 



Oath of Osteopathic Medicine

I will give no drugs for deadly purposes to any person, 
though it be asked of me.

I will endeavor to work in accord with my colleagues 
in a spirit of progressive cooperation, 

and never by word or by act 
cast imputations upon them 
or their rightful practices.

I will look with respect and esteem 
upon all those who have taught me my art. 

To my college I will be loyal and strive 
always for its best interests and for the interests 
of the students who will come after me.

I will be ever alert to further the application 
of basic biologic truths to the healing arts 

and to develop the principles of osteopathy 
which were first enunciated by Andrew Taylor Still.






