No one will ever forget the 2001
terrorist attacks and the collapse of the
twin towers of the World Trade Center.
On Sept.11, the eighth anniversary of
the attacks, KCUMB held a special
commemorative ceremony in Weaver
Auditorium as part of its Homecoming
activities.

The tribute was a memorial to those
who lost their lives in the attack, and
also honored alumni who have served or
are currently serving in the military.

At the event, Karen L. Pletz, J.D.,
president and chief executive officer,
and Col. Frederick Flynn, D.O. (COM
’76), president-elect of
the KCUMB Alumni As-
sociation and chair of the
Awards and Recognition
Committee, presented
the Star-Spangled Ban-
ner Medallion to retired
Air Force Col. Elizabeth
Clark, D.O. (COM ’87).

“Today, we honor
the loss of lives most
assuredly, but we also honor the acts of
heroism,” Pletz said.

During the ceremonies, Col. Clark
shared moving accounts of her time
with the 447th Expeditionary Medical
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“Nothing says ‘1
love you’ like body
armor and a Kevlar
helmet,” Col. Clark
laughed.

She recalled many
instances perform-
ing surgeries during
sandstorms.

“Sandstorms come
in like a thunderstorm
in the mountains, a
fine powder that gets
everywhere,” she said.

Then there was
the food. Her team
was stationed at the
end of the supply
chain for food and
water. Many times
when the food finally came in, it wasn’t
edible.

Col. Clark saved lives on a daily
basis, but her own heroes were those
she served alongside with in the war:
fellow physicians, nurses and soldiers.

The Ft. Leavenworth MEDDAC Color Guard
Team solemnly marched through Weaver Audi-
torium during the commemorative ceremony.

audience about the importance of
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